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Introduction 



A 



U praise is due to Allah. We praise Him and thank Him, 
We repent to Him and seek for His forgiveness, We seek refuge from 
Allah frorn the evils of our own souls and from the consequences of 
on r misdeeds. No one can mislead whomever Allah gnides and no 
one can guide whomsoever Allah causes to go astray. 

We testify that none has the right to be worshipped but Allah 
alone, He has no partner. His is the dominion and the praise. It is He 
who gives Jife and death and He has power over all things. Exalted 
and far is He above what thcy ascribe to Him. 

We equally testify that our leader and model, Muhammad, is 
Allah 's Servant and Messenger, Allah sent him witli guidance and the 
religion of truth that He may make it prevail over all other religions 
and make him erase the effects o f the time of ignorance that have 
become oppressive and widespread- The Messenger of Allah (jg) 
delivered the message, fulfilled the trust, wished the Ummah well 
and fought in the way of Allah as it was due. He left us on a brilliant 
path whose night is as clear as its day. It is only the doomed that can 
deviate from that path. 

Peace and blessings b e upon him, his family, the Companions 
and tlieir successors and all lhose who rightly follow them till the Day 
of Judgment. 
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Lndeed, the first person to believc in Allah as the Lord and in 
Muhammad (jgg), as the Messenger and Prophet was his wife, 

Khadeejah (^,). She was the fist person to support the Messenger of 
Allah (^|). She strengthened him, assured him and consoled him, 
She received the Prophet and his message with her big heart 

After her, many women embraced Islam, not in compliance 
with their husbands' will or out of tribal solidarity or in obedience to 
their fathers' command, Rather, these women, in most cases, 
embraced Islam independently, out of conviction and in 
demonstration of their right o f choice. 

If there are men Companions, there are also women 
Companions. If there are l Men around the Messenger 1 there are also 
'Women around the Messenger'. 

Each of these women played her role in the best possible way 
and in the noblest way m the arena of faith and smcerity. These 
women excellently maintained necessary balance between the two 
segments of humanity: male and female. They stand out as 
outstandmg models in the history of humanity in a way that made 
them unrivalled in the history of nations from the time of Adam until 
Allah inherits the earth and all that is on it. 

This important and critical aspect in the life of Allah's 
Messenger, the message that he was carrying, the journey of Islam in 
its first step and the appearance o f the dawn of Islam after the stark 
darkness in which the entire hnmanity was living then needs to be 
written down for many reasons. 

One o f the diseases o f our contemporary age with ali its 
achievements and setbacks, with its seientific breakthrough and 
cultural defects is that the woman has becn turned to a c dolT or 
somethjng like a doll in all the senses of the word. I do not think that I 
have exaggerated in this. 
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Take for instance, the advertisement of any product in any o f 
the mass media, the woman is disgustingly, cheaply and flimsily 
dragged into this advertisement even if the product is just the necktie 
that men wean This is in addition to her being used as an instrument 
of sexual arousal 

This is just an example of how the woman has been reduced t o 
a cheap commodity* There are other uncountable examples of this, 
facilitated through Satanic hands, 

It is unfortunate this horrible disease has crept into the midst of 
the Muslims under the guise of cultural interrelation and in total 
disregard for ourpurity and distinguishing values and for m any other 
uncountable reasons. 

It is also astonishing that reawakening Muslims should 
dedicate a lot of their irit e I lec tual and practical efforts to help man 
devetop his intellectual spiritual and physical qualities while little 
attention is paid to woman- This is in spite of their sure knowledge 
that the woman is the foundation of fa mil y structure and the 
indispensable factor in putting the children properly on the right path. 
If the family is endowed with a pious, believing, unders tanding and 
hard-working woman, it will produce a strong membcr of the Islamic 
Ummah. 

Is there any one who can answer this caJl? Is anybody paying 
attention? Is anybody ready to work? 

As the mother of the faithfuL, Khadeejah (.4%) was the first 
person to accept Islam the first person t o be martyred in the way of 
Allah was also a woman: Sumayyah. She was urucified on a wood 
along with her husband, Yasir and their son, ' Ammar (may Allah be 
pleased with them), They were persecuted in the way of Allah. They 
wcre madeto stay in the scorching sun that pierced their bodics as if it 
was arrows of fire, Their skius were at the same lime, subjectcd to 
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lashes Hke strikes of swords and pierces of spears. They bore all this 
with patiencc, hoping to get reward from Allah. The Messenger of 
Allah (gg) wouJd pass by (hem while they were in this state of 
persecution and he would tell them sorrowfiilly and with tears in his 
eyes, "Have glad tiding, the household of Yasir for Paradise is your 
appointed place." 

These words from the Prophetbrought relief and peace to their 
hearts, making them forgetting the persecution. While they were in 
this pitiful situation, Abu Jahl passed by and he insulted and rebuked 
them. Tb show that he was a worthless man Sumayyah replied him by 
spitting in his face. This enemy of Allah then mercilessly stroke her 
private parts with a spear he was carrying. She fell down and died as 
the first rnartyr among the Compamons o f Aliah 's Messenger 

This noble woman was patient and persevering in the eause of 
Allah. She was soon joincd by her husband in the like marmer 

As for her youthful son, 'Ammar, he feared death and 
preferred safety. He was given respite for sometime but he also later 
died as a martyr, 

Another exemplary woman is *A'ishah (%.)♦ She grew up in 
the house o f Islam and Eemdn and she entered the house o f 
Prophethood while still a youth, She was intelligent and ±1x11 of 
knovvledge, She performed her role in her marital home in a most 
w r onderful way that was full of love and tranquillity. 

She conveyed the knowledge that she has comprehended and 
memorised- She directed people, taught them, guided them and gave 
them wisdom. And she left a legacy that is rare to be found i n others 
among members of the prophet's household. The knowledge she 
taught formed a substantial part ofrul.es of Islamic jurisprudence and 
Its principles. 

In addition t o her erudition in knowledge and under s tanding, she was 
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also a lofty model 111 acts of worship and shunning of worldly 
materi als, 

She was once asked o f the reason why she applied musk o n her 
money, and she answered, 'This money fail s into AllaVs Hand 
before it falls into the hand of the beggar/' 

Though ' A'ishah was never destined to bear a child, she was 
actually a motben Tt was in her house that *Urwah ibn Zubayi; 
* Amrah bint fc Abdir-Rahman al-Ansariyah, al-Qasim ibn Muhammad 
ibn Abi Bakr and others were nurtured. These are those who took 
knowledge from her, drew from her fountain, blossomed and 
produced the fruits of that knowledge under her generous love, 

Though the examples o f these women are many, we will, by 
the permission of Allah, diseuss about those women who were 
around Allah's Messenger (j|g) or those w r omen whose lives were 
connected t o that of the prophet and played r oles in bis life. 

In spite of the faet that we have previously written sornething 
on this topie, the pasi methodology is different from the present in 
many aspects, Here we will, God willing, diseuss about these women 
in serials and do so within the framework o f calling to the path o f 
Allah, drawing therefrom, the proper stands that a Muslim must tak e, 
and defining his responsibilities, 

This is in order to make these women an example to follow in 
constructive Islamic resurgence without resorting to any 
exaggeration. 

Dear reader, jt is with all love and sincerity to Allah, the 
Exalted that I am dedicating this book Women Around the Messenger 
(0j to you, beseeching Allah t o accept liom me and from every 
Muslim, male and female, our good deeds, All praise is due to Allah, 
Lord of all the worlds. 

Muhammad 'Ali Qutb 
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Aminah bint Wahb 



L 



he worab of Aminah bint Wahb was certainly the noblest 
and the most honourable of all the worabs. 1 It was in a womb that 
noble foetus (of Allah's Messenger) settled. This seed has been 
moving from loins of men, generation after generation until Allah in 
His Divine wisdom decreed that it moved to ' Abdullah ibn £ Abdul- 
Muttalib, the youthful Qurayshi who excelled his contemporaries in 
greatness and beanty and in whose eyes the light of Prophethood was 
shinning. 'Abdullah, it was, who was ransomed from slaughtering, 
after his father had vowed to sacrifice him and had sought to fulfil his 
vow, He was the most precious person the Arabs have ever known* 

This event took place, so that the Divine choice might be 
actualised and firmly rooted in the history of mankind, bearing 
witoess to Allah's absolute WilL There is no change in His Words and 
there is no preventer for what He has decreed. 

§* < <?Vi 'k' 's* 'w s y*i 'w' S h* "is <V»f Ji i 




'ss\ ; \C\\ 'r < *• W ' '*i W' f <' "\s j:\' 9 i S*i f i 



{Allah chose Adam, Nooh [Noah], the family of Ibraheem 
[Abraham] and the family of 'Imran above the Alameen [mankind 
and jinn] [of their times]. Offspring, one of the other, and Allah is the 



1 Because it was the womb that carried the seal of all the prophets and the 
leader of the messengers. This does not, however, mean that we do not believe 
that Maryam bint 'Imran (Jesus* mother) was chosen above women of all 
mankind (of her time), 
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All-Hearer, All-Knower> (Quran 3: 33-34) 

'Abdullah went out with his father 'Abdul-Muttalib after he 
had been ransomed with the sacrifice and he had increased i n light A 
woman from Bani Asad ibn * Abdul 'Uzza then mei him beside the 
Ka'bah and told him after she had looked into his tace that was 
illuminating with the light of prophethood, "You will be given the 
like of the camek that were sacrificed for your ransom i f you can 
cohabit with me now." 

But 'Abdullah replied her that it was better to die than to 
commit unlaw-ful thmg and that a noble man preserves his honour 

and religion. 

'Abdul -Muttalib finally chose Aminah bint Wahb of the Zuhr 
clan as a wife for his son 'Abdullah. Aminah was then the best 
Qurayshi woman in lineage and status. 

A fortune-teller from Tibalah who was known as F a timah bint 
Murr al-Khath'amiyah had also seen 'Abdullah. This woman was 
one of the most beautiful and the chastest Arab women, She saw the 
light of prophethood in the tace of 'Abdullah, She then offered 
herself in maniage t o him. But he rejected the offer. 

The news of a Prophet that would conie out from the children 
of Isma'eel ($3), was sprcading among the Arabs all over the 
peninsuta. This news was based on what the people o f the Scripture 
narrated and from what is recorded i n their Torah implicitly and 
explicitly, as well as from what the fortune-tellers and astrologers 
were saying, 

Circumstances that surrounded 'Abdullab ibn 'Abdul- 
Muttalib concerning his early life, youth, his excellent and brilliant 
upbringing, his chastity, his high moral conduct and the light with 
which he was known, had made some women and girls wish to find 
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favour with him and eventually be his wife. But as Allah would have 
it, it was Aminah that became the wife of 'Abdullah. 

Aminah's womb was sooner to bear the noble foetus of the 
Prophet. And the womb fulfilled the message that was meant for 
it..and the destiny remained in the hand of Allah Who dispose of it as 



A few months after the pregnancy had taken place, * Abdullah 
undertook a jouraey to Syria? When he was coming back, he fell ill 
and stayed with his maternal uncles firom the tribe of Bani Najjar in 
Yathrib where they nursed him and took care of him. 

He however died in that illness, tuming his young wife into a 
widow. Aminah was greatly saddened with the death of her beloved 
husband who stayed with her after their marriage only for few 
months. She wept bitterly and wailed severely. 

The separation was painfiil, and more painful than this is the 
movement of the fetus in her womb. It had already become an orphan 
before it was bom and before it could open its eyes. That was the 
degree of her psychologieal pain. But she had a eonsolation: It was 
her own self, She was strong and persevering. She also found 
eonsolation in 'Abdul-Muttalib who took care of her and showed her 

s * 

compassion. He would not leave her for a second, unless if he had to 
attend to his private needs. 

Her greatest eonsolation is however her baby. She never felt 
any hardship or inconvenience, whether physical or psychologieal. 
What she felt was rather the opposite of that. She was eomfortable 



Syria according to Arabs' geographical terminology is a region consisting of 
Palestine, Jordan, present day Syria and Lebanon. The city of Gaza that is on 
Palestinian coast was one of the major cities that Qurayshi merchants 
frequented. 
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and at ease. She felt as if she was a different person because she had 
no coiisideration for materialism of the humans. She was just like a 
spectre that hovers i n the air. 

Someone came to her while she was asleep and told her, "Yon 
are pregnant with the leader and the Prophet of this Ummah." 

He came to her again before she gavc birth and told her, "Say 
after you have delivercd him ? 'I seek protection for him with the One 
(Allah) ftom the evil of every jealous.' Then name him 
'Muhammad'." 

Thus did Aminah continue to see dreams. And more than once 
did the dreams give her glad tidings, strengthen her, encourage her to 
be patient> console her and elevate her stan d and that of the 
pregnancy she was carrying. 

The delivery day was a great day. It was on the twelfth day of 
Rabee'ul-awwal at dawn. 

This very timc has its meaning and significancc, It has its 
dimensions in the horizons of time. lt was the dawn that removed the 
darkness from mankind, the accumulated darkness that had made 
mankind deviated from the straight path and the darkness of hunians* 
injustice again s t their fellow human s. 

Yes! 1 1 was in the spring... after the cold, hurricanes, roars and 
thunders of the winter and after the darkness of its clouds. It was in 
the spring after the heat and the seoreh of the summer and after the 

dryness and the changes in the nature that come with autumn, 

j» 

Aminah said, "When 1 delivered him> a light came out with 

him that illuminated what is between the East and the West, The light 

illuminated palaces and markets of Syria until I saw the neeks of the 

camels in Basra, 1 saw three ereeted flags: one at the East, one at the 

West and the third over the Kakbah," 
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"Abdul-Muttalib, the Prophef s grandfather canie and took the 
boy Muhammad to the Ka'bah, going round the Ka'bah with him and 

saying, 

"Praise be to Allah Who gave me this greatly important boy; 
I seek Allah's protection for him." 

Some of the above was culled from Aminah's narration to 
Haleemah, of the clan o f Bani Sa L d who was the Prophef s wet nurse, 
We shall discuss her life, inshd * Allah. 

It is here that Haleemah bin t Abi Dhu'ayb entered the life o f 
Muhammad (0) as his second mother. 

Before we commence our discussion about her life and the role 
she played we need t o make a quick mention of the first milk that 
entered the Prophet's noble stomach. 

She is Thuwaybah the freed maid o f his uncle Abu Lahab 
('Abdul-'Uzza ibn 'Abdul-Muttalib) who dearly loved his brother 
'Abdul lah. Abu Lahab was gravely saddened by the death of his 
brother And when his frecd maid, Thuwaybah came to him and 
broke the good news of the birth of Muhammad (0) to him, he was 
so happy that he set her free, That was the habit of the Arab noble 
men. It was a source of pride and glory for them. 

It appeared that Thuwaybah stayed with Amin ah for few days 
after she delivered. She also had jus t delivered a baby then. 
Muhammad (m) sucked at her brcast until Haleemah came and took 
him from her. 

The role that Haleemah was t o play in the Prophef s early 
childhood was fundamental and important- The two periods of his 
stay with her at the dwellings of Bani Sa 4 d were full of important 
events* 



Haleemah as-Sa'dlyah 



B 



F reast-feeding of babies by women who are not their 
biological mothers and allowing such babies to grow up in the deserts 
are some of the signs of nobility and high status among the Arabs of 
pre-Islamic era. 

Haleemah came to Makkah, in the company of some women 
from the clan of Banu Sa s d, hoping to find babies to nurse. Each 
woman except Haleemah succeeded in getting a nursling. 

Haleemah said: "There was no woman among us who was not 
offered the Messenger of Allah (4g), and* as soon as she was told that 
he was an orphan, she would reject him. We would say, 6 What is his 
mother going to give us?' For, we only expected reeompense from 
the baby 's father. By Allah, each of my eolleagues was able to get a 
nursling except me. But when I did not succeed in getting any for 
myself, I told my husband, al-Harith ibn 'Abdul-'Uzza, 'By Allah, I 
would not like to be the only one from among my eolleagues who 
would go baek home without a nursling. I am going to take that 
orphan boy,' 

My husband said, £ You can go and take him. Perhaps, Allah will 
bless us through him.' I went and took the boy. By Allah, I only took 
him because I could not find any other." 
Haleemah continued: «As soon as I took him and biought him to my 
riding animal, I breast-fed him as much as Allah would permit and he 
drank until he was satiated. His brother 3 also drank until he was 



3 She meant her own son who was of the same age with the Prophet, 
Blessings and peaee b e upon him. 
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satiated My husband then went to our old camel and milked her and 
both of us drank until we were satiated. And we passed a good nighl- 

In the moming, my husband told me, "Haleeinah, by Allah, I 
could see that you have accepted a blessed child, Can J t you observe 
the blessings wc have been witnessing since we took him, and Allah 

contimied to increase us in blessing?!*' 

We set out on the return joumey back t o our village. By Allah, 
my donkey was so fast that none o f those o f my colleagues could 
catch up with her. Surprised at this, they said, "Daughter of Abu 
Dhirayb ! Was this not your donkey on which you set out with us?! " I 
said, "Yes, by Allah, she is!" They then said, "By Allah, there is 
something about her!" 

When we arrived at the land of B anu Sa'd — - and before that, I 
di d not know a land more barren that our land — my sheep would 
graze and then come home satisfied and fUll of milk. We would milk 
as we liked, and none of our neighbors could be able to have even a 
drop of milk from their own sheep, Their sheep would go out grazing 
and would come home with empty storaachs- They would then tell 
their shepherds, "You should consider where the sheep gra2e/' Yet 
their sheep would come back with empty stomachs while mine would 
come home satisfied, and we would milk as we liked. S o, Allah 
continued to show us the blessings that we could clearly perccive, 

The boy, Muhammad (Jg), then reached age two — and be had 
been growing up in a way different from that of other kids. By Allah, 
he had hardly reached the age of two that he had already had strong 
skin. We took him back to his mother, though we were consumed 
with grief that we would be losing the blessing he had brought t o our 
household. 

When his mother saw him, we told her, **Please let our son stay with 
us for another year. For, we fear for him the epidemic of Makkah." 
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We continued pleading with her until she released him to us. 

Two or three months after we brought him back, an incidence 
occurred, He and his foster brother were in the back-yard with our 
sheep when his brother hurriedly came to us and said: 'That my 
Qurayshi brother was visited by two men, clad in white garments, 
They laid him on his back and opened his belly." 

His stepfather and I rushed to him, We found him standing 
while his colour has changed. His father embraced him and said: "My 
son, what happened to you?" He said, "Two men in white garment 
came to me, They laid me down and opened my belly. They removed 
something out and took it away. They then returned it as it was," We 
took him back home. 

His father said: "Haleemah, I fear that my son has been 
touched by (the Jinn), So, let us take him back to his family before 
what we fear can appear/' 

Haleemah continued: 

"So we took him to his mother, When she saw u s, she exclaimed. 
"What brought you back, foster parents?! You had been taking an 
excellent care of him P We said, 'By Allah, nothing has happened. It 
is only that Allah has helped us pay our debts and we fear that some 
harm or unforeseen fhings might happen to him, That is why we 
brought him back/ 

But his mother did not believe us, She insisted that we tell her the 
truth and when w e tol d her what had happened, she said, 'So you fear 
that he might be touched by Satan?! No, by Allah! Satan will never 
be able to find his way to him, By Allah, there is something great 
about this son of mine. Shall I tell you something about him?" We 
said, 'Yes/ She said, 'When I was pregnant with him, I never felt 
carrying anything that was lighter than him. I saw i t in my dream that 
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a light came out of me that illuminated the palaces of Syria, And 
when I gave birth to him, his delivery was different from that of other 
babies; he came out, supporting himself with both hands and raising 
his head up to the heaven. So, leave him alone/ " 

Thus did Lady Haleemah part with her great nursling, 

The Messenger of Allah ($ff) later in his life, talked about this 
imique ehildhood in which he extraordinarily understood things, 
pictures and names while he was at the dwellings of Banu Sa'd. A 
number of his Companions — may Allah be pleased with them — 
narrated the events of this ehildhood, 

At the end of the Battle of Hunayn, when the Messenger of 
Allah (0) got properties and captives from Hawazin as spoiis of war, 
a delegation from Hawazin, who had already embraced Islam came 
to him a t a place called Ji* ranah. They said; "Messenger of Allah, we 
are a tribal people who had been touched with an afiliction that is not 
unknown to you. Please grant us favor, Allah will grant yon favor." 

There was among the captives, his foster sister, Shayma\ So 
she came, begging him to show compassion. She reminded him of 
how he bite her on her back (while he was still a nursling at the 
dwellings of Banu SaM). When the Messenger of Allah (;||) heard 
this, he laid down his gartnent for her and made her sit down beside 
him 

The spokesman o f the delegation, Zuhayr ibn Sard Uien stood 
up and said: "Messenger of Allah, your aunts and foster mothers who 
took care of you are among the captives that are inside the enclosures. 
If we had nursed Ibn Abi Shammar or Nu'man ibn Mundhir and then 
what happened to us from your part had happened to us from theirs, 
we would definitely hope in their reciprocal kindness and sympathy. 
And you are the best of those nursed by any foster mother." He then 
reciled a poetic passage in which he implored the Prophet (jftp to do 
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favor to his foster people. 

The Messenger o f Allah (jg) then said, "As for that whieh is 
for me and the chiidren of Abdul-Muttalib, it is all for Allah and for 
you." 

The Ansar (the Helpers) then said, "Whatever belongs to us is 
for Allah and His Messenger!" 

That day was, indeed, a day of reciprocal kindness; and the 
stand took on that day was a stan d that represented greatness and 
excellent moral quality!H 

Muhammad (sjg) went back to the warmness of his mother's 
bosom and unto the compassionate care of his grandfather, * Abdul- 
Muttalib. He had then become a young boy in whose noble face 
lights vvere illuminating, whose appearance brought spiendor, whose 
taeart was filled with signs of guidance and transparence and whose 
tongue was characterized with tenderncss and sweetness. For, he was 
being nurtured by Allah, the BxaHed. 

Aminah would hug and embrace her beloved son. She would 
feel a unique warmness that she used to have while she was pregnant 
with him; and she would perceive this cxtraordinary and 
indescribable warmness all over her body 

His grandfather, *Abdul-Muttalib — the chief of Quraysh — 



could not bear Muhammad 's absence, and he would never be tired of 
looking at him. He would visit him at Aminah's apartment every 
morning and evening, and at all times, He w r ould ask her, "How is my 
son Muhammad?" And he would hold him and fondly hug him. He 
would see in Muhammad the picture of his son 'Abdullah who died 
while he was still a bridegroom and whose death brought him 
unparalleled sorrow. He woufd see in his grandson amazing 
characteristics that incrcased him in compassion and love for him. 
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When Muhammad (jgg) reached the age of six, his mother 
sought permission from 'Abdul-Muttalib to go to Yaihrib with her 
son m order to visit the grave of her beloved husband 'Abdullah and 
to spend some time with his maternal uncles, Banu Najjar, He gave 
her permission to go and advised her to take care of herself and her 
son. 

Aminah set out with her son, Muhammad and in the company 
of her maid-servant ealled Barakah, who served her and took care of 
her son. Muhammad (jgg) loved Barakah and regarded her as a 
member of his household and family, 

Aminah felt a great pain and sorrow when she stood beside the 
grave of her beloved husband, shedding hot tears with her son, 
Muhammad on her side on whose noble cheeks drops of tears that 
looked like pearls were rolling down — out of compassion for his 
sorrow&l mother and in sadness for death of a father he never saw. 

A- 

It appeared that the fever of Yathrib had affected Aminah 
before she left the city, But she did not kno w of this until she was on 
her way baek to Makkah. Her condition worsened, and while at a 
village ealled Abwa', she succumbed to her illness and breathed her 
lasi 

Muhammad (jjgj) wept bitterly and the Angels of the heaven 
also wept in sympathy with him. 4 They cried for him because of his 
losing of both his parents while he was in so young an age. His 
orphanhood was, no doubt, the most painful one! 

The page of his mother, Aminah bint Wahb was then closed!! 
The young boy, Muhammad (Jg) was then grabbed and taken back to 
Makkah by that young woman, Barakah, who was a freed slave of his 
parents. 



4 This is according to some narrations. 



Barakah [U m m Ayman] 

And 
Fatimah bint Asad 



M 



uhammad (Jg) said, "Umm Ayman i s my second mother/' 

Barakah cam e back to Makkah with Muhammad (0) to his 
grandfather * Abdul- Mu ttalib, It was there that she showed all the love 
and affection she had to Muhammad (jg;), And any child in 
Muhammad's age then ? no matter how intclligent and self-dependcnt 
he may be, would still need someone to care of hiim 

4 Abdul-Muttalib, as it was known o f hini that he extrernely 
loved Muhammad ($$) was very keen in his care for him ; especially 
sinee he had heard m any sayings and news and signs from here and 
there about the importance and greatness o f the ftiture o f 
Muhammad's life. 

A group of men from Bani Mudlij tribe once told 'Abdul- 
Muttalib, "Take care o f him, for we have not seen a foot that 
resembles the feet that are at Maqam (Tbraheem) more than his." 

'Abdul-Muttalib looked at his son Abu Talib and told him, 
Listcn to what these people are saying.'" It was there and then that 
* Abdul -Mu ttalib entrusted the care o f Muhammad (jgg) to Abu Talib, 
after his death. 

Muhammad was in a pre-adoleseent age. He would come to 
his grandfather, 'Abdul-Muttalib in his court at the Ka'bah under 
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whose shade they used to lay a carpet for him. His sons would sit 
around the carpet unti! he came out to them. And none of them would 
sit on this carpet as a sign of respect for him. 

But Muhammad (jg|) would come and sit on the carpet and his 
uncles would prevent him from doing so. 'Abdul-Muttalib would 
then tell them, "Leave my son alone. By Allah, he is going to be a 
greatly important person." He would then make him sit down beside 
him on the carpet, and he would pat him on the back and would be 
pleased with whatever he did. 

Never did 'Abdul-Muttalib eat any food without saying, 
"Bring my son to me." And he would be brought to him. 

During the years in whieh ' Abdul-Muttalib took care of this 
great orphan, he did not leave his domestic affairs or matters of his 
childhood unattended. He would command his nurse, Barakah to be 
cautious with and treat Muhammad (|g) with utmost kindness and 
gentleness. He told her once, "Barakah, Be mindful of my son, for I 
had seen him with children near the lotus tree. The people of the 
Scripture are saying that my son is the Prophet of this generation. 59 

Perhaps Barakah understood what that meant or, to say it in a 
better way, had witnessed that with her own eyes, heard it with her 
ears and understood it with her heart 

She had a narration regarding this, She said, "Two men from 
the Jews of Madeenah came to me one day and they told me, 'Bring 
out for us Ahmad 5 so that we can see him. ' They then looked at him 
and seratinized him. One of them told his companion, 'This is the 
Prophet of this Ummah and that is the place of his migration 
(referring to Madeenah). There will be a lot of killings and captive- 
taking there 5 . 



s? 



This is one of the names of the Prophet (ii§). 
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Barakah added, "When Aminah heard o f that she was scared 
and took him away* She later died at Abwa while on her way back to 
Makkah. 

Fa timah bint Asad 



Barakah took Muhammad (j||) to the house of his uncle, Abu 
Talib who was entrusted with his care. \t is here that a fourth modier 

* 

entered the life of Muhammad (j|g), This mother was Fatimah bint 
Asad ibn Hashim ibn ' Abd Manif. She was the mother of *Ali ibn 
Abi Talib and his siblings. 

Muhammad (gg) was then an eight-year-old boy, He was still 
in need of a warm bosom in which he could seek shelter, an 
affcctionate breast in which he could express his pains and hopes and 
a compassionate and a loving hand ttiat could assist him in meeting 
his needs, 

Fatimah bint Asad was a good mother to him, She never 
differentiaied between Muhammad and her own children and she 
would shower on him of her good nature, pleasant motherhood and 
noble breed. 

She continuously played motherhood to him until he became a 
youth and he could stand on his own. He then married Khadeejah, 

Muhammad (0) was however the embodiment of gratefulness 
and dutifiiiness. He buried her in his own gannent when she died, and 
he had this to say about her, "No one took care of me after Abu Talib, 
better than hen" 

Here — again — Muhammad (^) enjoyed the mother ly care 
of Barakah and Fatimah bint Asad at almost the same time as his 
uncle Abu Talib also showed him great love and affection. Ali this 
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compensated him for the pain of orphanhood he suffered, and served 
as an excellent consolation for him, Allah (§H) says: 



s < * * <4> 



(n :^^Jf i^ ^Qp &J^* U-t* J)J£ p\ 

iDid He not find you [O' Muhammad] an orphan and gave yon a 
refage?^ (Qur'on 93: 6) 

The most preponderant of the historical narrations is that 
Fatimah bint Asad embraced Islam and migrated, She died in 
Madeenah diiring the lifetime of the Messenger of Allah (j|§) after a 
ripe old age. 

As for Barakah, she remained with Muhammad (M) as a shade 
over him, never leaving him or keeping far from him even while he 
was in the house of Abu Talib. 

# 

When the Messenger of Allah (M) married Khadeejah, he set 
her free. She then married 'Ubayd ibn Fayd for whom she bore a son 
whose name was Ayman. She was blessed with a long life and she 
beeame one of the earliest Muslims when the light of Prophethood 
emerged. Umm Ayman deserved being one of the first individuals to 
embrace Islam, for she used to feel and hear news and prophesies 
about the advent of Muhammad (||D as a Prophet and a Messenger, 
and as a bringer of glad tiding and a warner, 

When it was time for migration, she migrated, Circumstances 
of her migration were really one of the signs of her deep faith, Ibn 
Sa'd recorded in his book Tabaqdt: 

"When Umm Ayman migrated, she spent the evening at an-Nasr that 
lies before ar-Rawha\ 6 She was thirsty and she had no water. Since 



6 An-Nasr and ar-RawM* are names of two places on the way to Madeenah 
from Makkah. 
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she was fasting, and had been weakened by thirst, a container of 
water with a white rope was sent down to her from the sky. She said, 
L And I took it and drank it until I was satisfiedL I never felt any thirst 
after that I had exposed myself to thirst through fasting in hot days 
but I did not feel thirsty."' 

In Madeenah, Umm Ayman would be kind to the Prophet (gjg) 
and attcnd to him* Sufiyan ibn 'Uyaynah narrated that Umm Ayman 
would be kind to the Messenger of Allah (^g) whenever he visited 
her inquiring about her conditions and remembering her motherly 
care for him, and her compassion. The Prophet would sometimes 
p as s sicsta at her house, showing kindness and cheerfulness to hen 
She also would present him with food and drink that he loved and she 
would move up and down in front of him in the peak of happiness. 

Her house was one o f the few houses in which the Prophet (0) 
would seek succour and rest Her friends among the female 
Companions always found blessings when he visited Umm Ayman 
as they were always happy b y his giving them preference over others. 

When her husband Abu Ayman died, she found some 
consolation in the fruit of this marriage which was her son Ayman, 
But she found greater consolation with Muhammad ($g) whose 
company she had been keeping since he was born and for whom she 
was a mother after the death o f his mother Aminah, 

Muhammad (jgQ would look at Umm Ayman with the eye of 
Prophethood that penetrates all screens, infiltrates ah depths and sees 
what ordinary eyes could not see, 

The Messenger of Allah (|g) said one day in Makkah, in the 
presence of some of his Companions before migration, "Whoever 
wishes to marry a woman among the women of Paradise should 
marry Umm Ayman." 
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This is a noble statement that carries many great meanings. If we tried 
to understand the depths of this statement and its meaning, our imder- 
s tanding and our pens could not comprehend or encompass that. 

How cati someone who wishes to many a woman among the 
people of Paradise not himself be one of the people o f Paradise?!! 

Zayd ibn Harithah (^ ) was one of those who heard this noble 
statement As he was the first freed bondsman that accepted Islam, he 
was also the first to respond t o this great prophetic call, hoping to 
enter Paradise and in faithful response to the call of Allah and His 
Messenger (0)> 

Zayd married Barakah, Umm Ayman and she bore hini 
Usamah ibn Zayd, who was popularly known as the dearest son o f 
the dearest. The Prophet (0) would give no one a preference over 
him in affection and would bring no one closer t o him more than 
Usamah. 

Barakah (which means blessing), as an ordinary meaning, 
perfectly corresponded with the situation of Barakah, Uirnn Ayman, 
This is because; the situation of some people greatly suits the 
meatiing of the names they bear 

However, there are others, the meaning s o f whose names are 
as far froni their realities as the earth i s far from the heaven and as the 
East is far from the West. The meanings of the names of some people 
are starkly different from their realities as the darkness is different 
from light Many are the people named Sa *eed (meaning prosperous) 
that have never tasted prosperity and have even had their names 
written among the raiserable. Many are the persons named Ameen 
(meaning the trustworthy) whose deviation had plunged Uiem into 
the abyss of treachery that is evil a place of return, Many are the 
persons named Khaleel (meaning the intim ate friend) in whom you 
will fmd no meaning of friendship. 
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The Messenger of Allah ($0 said the truth. He was in fact the 
truthful and the trustworthy who never spoke out of desire. He said 
that Zayd would be the first o f the martyrs in the Battle of Mu* teh, 
and it came to pass as he had said. He and his wife will be in the 
highest Firdaws* in a seat of honour near a Sovereign, Perfect in 
Ability 



Umm Ayman ($^) had another excellence, It is her son, 
Ayman whom she brought up upon Islam and faith and whom she 
nurtured with her known high motherliness and sublime manners. 

This Ayman was martyred during the Battle o f Khaybar. And 
his mother bore that with patience, hoping to get reward from Allah 
and feeling honoured by the Prophet's eonsolation for her. 

Yes, she had another excellence, She never agitated or got 
annoyed when the Messenger of Allah ($0 chose her husband, Zayd 
ibn Harithah as the husband for his cousin Zaynab bint Jahsh. By 
that, the Prophet (0) smashed the idolatry norms of the time of 
ignorance when distinction was made among people on the basis of 
lineage and family status. He thereby raised the banner of faith, Islam 
and piety and obeying the commandment of Allah that says: 



^„. Verily, the most honorable of you with Allah is that [believer] 
who is tnOSt pious.^ (Qur'an 49: 13) 

Umm Ayman showed eontentedness with the decision of 
Allah 's Messenger (jg) and kept quiet She was satisfied with the 
Prophet 's choice and the reason behind that choice. She thcrefore, 
rightly deserved to be one of the leadcrs of Eemdn who are at the 
forefront nf those who love Allah and His Messenger (^) + Allah 
($g) says: 
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4Say [O' Muhammad to mankind], lf you [really] love Allah then 
follow me [Le. accept Islamic Monotheisrn, folio w the Qur an and 
the Sunnah], Allah will love you„.& (Qur'an 3; 31) 

Umm Ayman wept in the final days of her Hfe twice. And her 
crying on those two occasions was much. 

The first occasion was when the Prophet (0) died, This is 
natural, for there is no believer who would not shed tears and be 
stricken with sorrow and pain for the death of the Prophet (^). But 
Umm Ayman gave us the most wonderfiil example o f deep faith. 

Abu Bakr as-Siddeeq and *Umar (may Allah be pleased with 
them) visited her to coosole her, and to show regard for the place she 
occupied in the heart of the Messenger of Allah 



Abu Bakr as-Siddeeq told *Umar, "Let as go and visit Umm 
Ayman as the Messenger of Allah used to do." When they entered 
her house she started crying aod they asked her, "Why are you 
crying? What is with Allah is better for His Messenger (0;)." 

Guess the answer this truthful and sincere believer who had 
been given the glad tiding of Paradise gave them? 

She said, "I am crying because the revelation from the heaven 
has stopped" 

B y this statement of hers, she drove them into tears and she 
started crying again and they cried along with her, 

The truth mus t be told- Umm Ayman had risen above all 
sentimen ts and feelings and above the materi a lism of this earth unto 
the horizon s of the heavens and unto the highest places o f Paradise, 
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The second occasion on which she cried was when 'Umar was 
martyred while he was standing in prayer. Her crying that day 
attracted attention. When she was asked about that she said, 'Today, 
Islam has been weakened," 

She said this because she kncw through hcr insight and 
penetrating faith that £ Uinar was a iinique man in whose tongue and 
heart Allah has put the truttu as mentioned by the tnithful and the 
trustw T orthy Prophet (0). Yes, "Umar bore faith in his heart and the 
sword of truth in his hand, He bore in his mind beams of certainty. 

Umm Ayman lived a Ion g life that spanned decades. The body 
could then no longer bear the vicissitudes o f time. The time came for 
Umm Ayman to join her loved ones, Muhammad (# : ) and his 
Companions, Death came to her with glad tiding and her soul 
departed from this world to its Lord. May Allah be pleased with her 
and please her, May He give her hononrable entertainment and 
abode, May He make us join her company of the righteous among the 
servants o f Allah. 



The Prophet's Wives 
[Mothers of the Faithf ul] 



Khadeejah bint Khuwaylid 

Sawdah bint Zam'ah 

'Aishah bint Abi Bakr 

Maymoonah 

Hafsah bint 'Umar 

Zaynab bint Khuzaymah 

Safiyah bint Huyay 

Zaynab bint J ah s h al-Asadiyah 

Umm Habeebah [Ramlah bint Abi Sufiyan] 

Umm Salamah 

Mariyah, the Egyptian 

Juwayriyah bint al-Harith 



Khadeejah bint Khuwaylid 

May Allah be pJeased wlth her 



l 



he Messenger of Allah (jgjj) told her, 

^Khadeejah, here is (Angel) Gabriel, He commanded me to say 
salam to you and to give you the glad of tiding of a home of pearl in 
Paradise in which there will be no toil or hardship/* She replied, 
"Allah is the Giver of salam (peace). Peace be upon Gabriel and 
peaee and mercy of Allah be upon you," 

Khadeejah has had a previous mamage before she mairied the 
Messenger of Allah (gg). 

But now T she was free, conducting the affairs o f her life and 
shouldering her huge responsibiiities all by herself She was a 
wealthy woman who had wide commercial holdings. This is in 
addition to her being beautifiil, very famous and pure-mannered, a 
quality that won her the accolade: tr The pure woman*. 

Ali these quahties and qualifications made her attractive to 
many Qurayshi men who wished to marry her 

But it seemed that her first mamage experience made her 
refuse to agree to any of the proposals, Her preoccupation with her 
business and other obligations might also have been another reason 
for her refusal of these proposals, She remained unmarried until she 
got older and approached the age of forty, 

The popularity of the name of the Trustworthy (Muhammad) 
(3g|) w r ho was a model of good conduct reached her, What she heard 
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frora her servant, Maysarah regarding Muhammad 's excellent 
manners in buying and selling and how he made big profit s when he 
accompanied them on their las t business trip to Syria created in her a 
great interes t in Mm* This led her to setid someone t o him to 
indirectly exprcss her interes t in marrying him. 

The marriage took place between her and Muhammad Gjg) and 
both were delighted because of the same conducts they shared and 
their hearts also shared the same feeling, 

In the course of the years in which they lived together as 
husband and wife> the marriage was blessed with pleasant children» 
The first of them was al-Oasim, with whose he formed his famous 
acronym. They were then blessed with 4 Abdullah, at-Tayyib, who 
was othenvise known as at-Tahm But for some Divine Wisdom all of 
them died in their infancy. And that was before he was commissioned 
as a Prophet 

After h e was commissioned as a Prophet, he was blessed with 
girls successively in the following order: Zaynab, Ruqayyah, Umm 
Kulthoom and Fatimah (may Allah be pleased with all of them). 

The greatness of Khadeejah vividty showed in its best and 
perfect form a t the time her husband was commissioned as a Prophet 
and after that until she died amid the tears of her daugbters and the 
sorrow of their gTeat father and the noble Messenger over his 
Companion, the life partner and the solid support. 

The Messenger of Allah (jg) was made to love seclusion and 
staying away from people and their materialistic world for the 
purpose of reflection and meditation over the sovereignty (of the 
heavens and the earth)* This seclusion led to the elevation of his soul 
and the purity of his feeling. He became prepared to receive the Great 
News and the huge responsibility. 
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The Prophet Qg§) used to visit the cave of Hira' on the 
Mountain of Mercy (Jabal ar-Rahmah). 7 He would take with him his 
food and drink that his wife, Khadeejah had prepared for him. He 
would spend some days and nights there, particularly during the 
month of Ramadan, in seclusion. 

The Prophet (jgg) retumed home one day, after the revelation 
has been sent down to him for the first time. He returned home to 
eonvey the following divicie words to Khadeejah: 

Cp CPVI 4yj L»' CJ} $* oi Cj~ty &- (P <&* «*»» 4j jg\ I» 

^Read! Iri the Name of your Lord Who has created [all that cxists]. 
He has created man from a clot [a piece of thick coagulated blood]. 
Read! And your Lord is the Most Generous. Who has taught [the 
writmg] by the pen, He has taught man that which he knew not.) 1 

(Qur'an 96: 1-5) 

It is here that the first signs of her greatness manifested 

Yes! She unhesitantly believed in him and accepted Islam 
immediately. This is the consensus of the historians and writers of the 
life history of the Prophet (^§). 

There is however a question: 

"Was her acceptance of Islam and her faith done just to follow her 
husband so that their relationship could eontinue or was it done for 
noble and sublime reasons that transcended this materialistic and 
sentimental meaning?" 



The Messenger of Allah (m) retumed home to his wife, 
Khadeejah while his heart was trembling and saying, "Cover me, 



Jabal ar-Rahmah is on the right side when one is going to 'Arafah, 
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cover me." She covered him until he was no more terrified. 8 He told 
Khadeejah, after having informed her of his experience in the cave of 
Hira', "I fear that something might happen to me." 

But his wife's response to this expression of fright was, 
"Never! By Allah, Allah will never disgrace you. You keep good 
relations with your Kith and kin, serve your guests generously, help 
the poor and the destitute and assist the deserving calamity-afflicted 
ones." 

This statement is undoubtedly a sign of awareness, wisdom, 
maturity and a deep understanding of the situation. It is also an 
expression of support. 

'A'ishah (i^) narrated that the Messenger of Allah (jg) was 
sitting down with Khadeejah. He then saw a person between the 
heaven and the earth and he told Khadeejah of what he saw. She 
asked him to move closer. When he moved closer she asked her if he 
still saw the person and he answered in the affirmative. She then told 
him to put his head under her garment and asked him if he still saw 
him. He answered in the negative. She then told him, "Relax, this is 
an angel, had he been a devil he would not have been ashamed (of 
looking at you while you are under the cover of a woman's 
garment)." 

With decisive word and action did Khadeejah calmed the 
Prophet (|g) and strengthened him. The great love she had for him 
transformed into what is greater: belief in Allah and His Messenger 

One day, the Prophet (ggg) returned home after Jibreel {$$) had 
taught him how to pray. He informed her of this and she said, "Just 
teach me how he taught you. " And he taught her. She then performed 



8 



See: as-Seerah an-Nabawiyah, by Iba Hisham. 
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ablution as he did and she prayed along with him, and then said, "I 
testify that you are really the Messenger of Allah." 

Ibn Hajar said in his Book, al-Isdbah: "This is ihe most correct 
narration I came about coneerning her Islam." 9 

Ibn Ishaq said: "Khadeejah was the first person to believe k 
Allah and His Messenger and believe in all that he brought. Allah 
eomforted His Messenger by that, The Prophet never heard any 
unpleasant thine from her whenever she talked to him. 



And the journey continued... 

The ship of faith continued weathering the storms and waves 
of the age of ignoranee and its darkness, while its great captain 
Muhammad (m) was directing the passengers with wisdom, patience 
and reliance on Allah. Whenever he sensed tiredness in himself or 
sensed an aggression in the violent winds he turned his eyes to the 
heaven and then sought support from his Companion and life partner. 
And what he got was a compassionate smile and a truthful, assuring 
and reinforcing word. He then became strengthened in his mission to 
carry out the command of Allah and His order. 

This great aspect of Khadeejah was adeqnately rewarded by 
Ihe Lord of Majesty, Angel Gabriel (m) was sent to the Messenger 
of Allah (Jg) to give him a good tiding of a home of pearls in 
Paradise, where there would be no hardship or tiredness, 

Here is another aspect of greatness in the life of Khadeejah. 

She had invested all her wealth in the cause of Allah. She 
generously and unlimitecUy spent without making any mention of 
what she had spent, especially during the years of sanction in the 
alleys of Abu Talib. 



See al-Isdbah, vol. 4 p. 274« 
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She spared the Messenger of Allah (|g) the troubk of iabour. 
Ali his oecupation was calling unto the way of Allah. Allah reminded 
him of this favour when He ($g) says: 



^And He found you poor and made you rich [self-sufiicient with self- 
contentment]?> (Qur'an 93: 8) 

She also showed kindness to the weak and poor Muslims. She 
was very generous to them and was really and deservediy entitled to 
be called 'Mother of Ihe faithful\ She was the first mother of the 
faithfol in every sense. 

She enjoyed so an envious status that *A*ishah was strongly 
jealous of her because the Messenger of Allah (jg) frequently spoke 
o f her and nostalgically remembered her days with him and missed 
her 

*A"ishah (^) said: *The Messenger of Allah (^g) rarely went 
out of the hottse without mentioning Khadeejah and praising her. One 
day, he spoke of her and I grew very jeaious and I told him, 'Was she 
not an old lady whom Allah has replaced for you with a better 
woman?' He got angry and said, *No, by Allah! Allah did not replace 
her with any better woman. For ? she believed in me when people 
disbelieved, she consoled me with her wcalth when people denied me 
their money and Allah blessed me with children from her while ] was 
denied children by other women/ 'A'ishah then said, 'And I said in 
my mind, 'Never shall I speak unfavourably of her againV" 

Khadeejah (i^) came out of the alleys of Abu Talib physically 
weakened. She becarae sick and her beloved husband and daughters 
cared for her, consoled her and alleviatcd her suffering to the best of 
their ability. But as Allah would have it, no remedy or cure was able 
to heal her, and she finally surrendered her soul and left for the 
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Highest Company 

Her death was one of the saddest experiences of the Messenger 
of Allah (jg). 

Khawlah bint Hakeem asked the Prophet, "Messenger of 
Allah! It seems you have been afflicted by want since the death of 
Khadeejah." TTie Prophet (0) replied, "Yes, she was the mother of 
the household and the caretaker for the family." 

The saying of the Prophet ( j£|) was the result of the inevitable 
gap her death created in the household, in the real sense of the word, 
This is because; seeing the daughters would remind o f the absen t 
mother, and the atmosphere of sorrow and distress would remind of 
the big heart that was flourishing with love and faith. 



Sawdah and 'A'ishah 

May Allah be pleased wlth them 



Sa 



awdah and 'A'ishah entered the tife of the Prophet's 
household after the death of Khadeejah (i^,)- 

There is something that we would like to call the attention of 
the reader to here: The Messenger of Allah (0) never had another 
wife for almost two decades in which he was married to Khadeejah, 
neither before he was commissioned as a Prophet nor after that. But 
when he died, he left behind ten wives who are mothers of the 
faithfiih 

Before talking about Sawdah and 4 A'ishah, attention needs t o 
be paid to Khawlah bin t Hakeem^ the woman whose deep faith and 
strong love for the Messenger of Allah (j||) spurred her into 
interfering in the Prophet J s private family affairs, and who played an 
excellent role in this regard. 

Khawlah was the wife of 'Uthman ibn Math'oon, And both of 
them were among the first person s who embraced the call of Islam 
and whom Islam embraced. They lived for this call and i t lived by 
them. Islam moved in their limbs and veins like blood. Even their 
hearts pulsed for the love o f this heavenly religi on. 

It was Khawlah who saw signs of deep sono w in the 
lineaments of the Prophet 's noble face, just like other female 
Companions. But she was the bravest of them all and the most daring 
to ask the Messenger of Allah (jjg). She said, "Messenger of Allah, it 
seems you have been affticted by want since the death of 
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Khadeejah," The Prophet (0) replied> "Yes, she was the mother of 
the household and tlie care-taker for the family." 

Khawlah, the experienced lady, out of love and compassion, 
observed the need o f the Prophet 's noble household t o someone who 
could fiil the gap created by the death of Khadeejak 

Khawlah employed her maturity, farsightedness and deep faith 
t o peruse the psychological, social and momen tary conditions of the 
Prophet (ggjf). 

After sufficient study and reflection, she suggested mamage to 
the Messenger of Allah (^) telling him: "If you like, you can many a 
matron and if you like you can marry a virgin, O' Messenger of 
Allah." So he asked her of the matron and the virgin and she replied 
Ihat the matron was Sawdah bint Zam'ah and the virgin was 'A'ishah 
daughter of Abi Bakr, who was the Prophet's most beloved of all 
men. 

Perhaps, Khawlah suggested Sawdah who was a matron and 
experienced woman so that she could take care of the Prophet 's 
family and cater for his household, and suggested 'A'ishah who was a 
virgin and a young woman so his broken heart could be mended and 
serve as a way of strengthening the relationship between the Prophet 
and Abu Bakr. 

The Messenger of Allah (g§£) then told Khawlah, "Mention me 
to them." So Khawlah conimenced her eflbrts and the efforts were 
successfiil in both proposals, 

The Messenger of Allah (0) married Sawdah and 
consummated the marriage, but 'A'ishah was engaged to him 
because she was then too young for consummation of marriage. Thus 
did Sawdah enter the household of the Prophet (J&) as one of the 
mothers of the faith fiil. 
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Sawdah (t^.) was a widow. She started taking care of Umm 
Kulthoom and Fatimah and managing the affairs o f the Prophefs 
household* She was very dark in complcxion, sio w and fat. But she 
had a clean heart and was one of the truthful believers, In spite of her 
being slow and fat, she was amiable and humorous, dispelling the 
Prophefs worries with her humours, just like an essential and 
efFective timely remedy, 

It was reported that one day she saw on the face of the Prophet 
(j$0 paleness and distress and she told him jokingly, "O' Messenger 
of Allah! I prayed behind you yesterday and you prolonged the 
prostration so long that I felt likc having nose-bleeding," 

The Prophet (^) then lunched into a laughter that his molars 
were visible and his gloomy look disappeared, 

This i s how Sawdah spent her day s and years s recognizing the 
limits of her status in this great household and striying covetously to 
be a mother of the faithful This is the greatest position that she 
sought in her worldly life and she sought nothing beside that, 
especially since the Prophefs day s and niglits were shared among a 
number of women who were his noble wives, 

When Sawdah started feeling that she was beconiing a 
liability, she vohintarily gave up the day and night which the Prophet 
apportioned her to 'A'ishah, 

There are reasons for choosing "A'ishah, She was her mate 
from the beginning and she was the most belovcd of the Prophet 's 
wives. 

Sawdah was a pious worshipper and a generous giver o f 
charity, as * A*ishah has described her. She was blessed with longevity 
that she lived into the caliphate of Tmar ibn al-Khattab (^), when 
she died and joined the High Companionship. 
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Sawdah left a clean mark within the period in which she lived 
in the household of the Prophet (|jg) that spanned thirteen years, She 
eoncluded that with the remaming years of her llfe in piety and 
worship. 

Let us now go baek to 'A'ishah ('^). 

Here, her personality is interwoven with that of her mother, 
Umm Rooman, Umm Rooman played a role in the life of the Prophet 
(g$ who is the husband of her daughter and the intimate friend of her 
husband, and what an intimate firiend! 

Abu Bakr as-Siddeeq Cdfe) had been the Prophefs 
umhrageous shade. Never did heleave him. He suppotted him 
with his money and self and he was never lacking in generosity. He 
was so generous that he spent — as it is famously known — in the 
way of Allah, all his money with which he traded, in spite of the 
abundance of his wealth. 



[is house was a plaee that the Messenger of Allah (jgg) 
unfailingly visited every day, She wou] d receive him with courteous 
manner and welcome him whenever he visited. And she would 
provide him with all means of comfort. 

Umm Rooman (t^) was formerly manied to al-Harith ibn 
'Abdillah al-Azdi who brought her from Sarah to Makkah. Her 
former husband entered into alliance with Abu Bakr but he died soon 
thereafter, So Abu Bakr married her as a sign of respect for the 
alliance, neighbourliness and Metidship that were between him and 
her former husband, 10 She had two children by him who are 'Abdur- 
Rahman and 'A'ishah, Abu Bakr had two other children from his 

* 

other wife and they are "Abdullah and Asma', 



10 This was a popular custorn among the Arabs of those days, It was done to 
honor the deceased be he a relative, a friend or an ally. 
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As for her faith and her love for Allah and His Messenger, that 

i s wonderful. It is enough for her the testimony o f the Prophet for her 

on the day of her death and burial, For he said while she was being 
lowered into her grave: 

"Let him who wants to see a woman among the beautifiil women of 
Paradise who have wide and lovely eyes, look at U mm Rooman. 5 ' In 
another narration, he (^) said > "Let him look at this (woman.).* 1 

Umm Rooman was natiirally endowed with qualities that 
qualified her to be among the wide-eyed beautiful women o f 
Paradise, And what will tell you what these women are? They are an 
embodiment of purity, sincerity, modesty and honesty. 

Ali this manifested in two stanees and they are enough a proof: 

One : The day marriage proposal was made to 'A'ishah her daughter, 
Khawlah bint Hakeem came to Abu Bakr's house and talked to Umm 
Rooman info rming her of the Prophet's proposal to " A'ishah, She was 
very happy for she realized that this anticipated marriage relationship 
with the Prophet ($0) would fetch the blessings of this world and the 
Hereafter, She did not register any opposition. She did not speak a 
word about the youthfulness of 'A'ishah or about the wide age gap 
that was between her and the Messenger o f Allah (0) or any other 
matters of this world, She only said, "Talk to Abu Bakr about that." 

The major reference in matters like this is the hcad of the family, for 
he might have an opinion different from hers. Expectedly, she took a 
very positive and encouraging stance while this matter was being 
presented t o Abu Bakr. The matter then ended as Umm Rooman had 
willed and 'A'ishah become engaged to the Messenger of Allah ($&) 
and the marriage was to be consummated after the Hijrah, 

Months passed while the Messenger o f Allah (0) was 
concerned with the ncw situations of the Muslims in Madeenah 
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among which were: construction of the noble Prophet's Mosque, 
making brotherhood between the immigrants and the helpers, 
entering into pacts and treaties with Jews of Madeenah and firmly 
establishing the new Muslim society upon solid foundations, in 
accordance with the revelations that were being revealed. 

Umm Rooman, the wife of the Truthful and the mother of the 
Truthful did not utter a word while she saw the Messenger of Allah 
in a state of being seriously preoccupied. 



« 

^§-3 



It was only on a certain day; after there had been a relative, 
stability that Umm Rooman opened a conversation with her husband, 
Abu Bakr and reminded him (of 'A'ishah who was engaged to the 
Prophet). Abu Bakr went to the Messenger of Allah (gjD and told him 
in a courteous and modest manner, "O' Messenger of Allah! Didn't 
you want to consummate the marriage with your wife?" 

The Messenger of Allah (jgD smiled and said, "Surely, and 
upon the blessing of Allah." 

Before the marriage was consumed, 'Aishah (i^) had been 
affected with the weather of Madeenah and she had, as a result, 
become weak and emaciated and her face had become pale. Umm 
Rooman took care of her until she regained her health. 

'Aishah said, "My mother was treating me so that I could 
become plump, grooming me for the house of Allah's Messenger 
(0). She did not succeed in doing so until she made me eat cucumber 
with fresh dates, then I became plump in the best form one can be. " 1 1 

My dear reader, this is one of the qualifications and 
distinctions of Umm Rooman as a woman, mother and Muslim 
woman. She was aspiring for the pleasure of Allah and the love of 
His Messenger 



s§> 



11 Ibn MajaL 
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Two : During days of the slander!! 

It was really a great trial for the victim, * A' ishah and her 
parents. Abu Bakr and Umm Rooman* It was rather the general ity a f 
the Muslims that was put in trial so that Allah might separate the evil 
from the good and distinguish the believers from the hypocrites. 

The trial was also a violent stonn that nearly destroyed 

everything if not for Allah's benevolence, care and mercy, 

We deem it suitable to mention the story of this trial in fail as 
narrated by 'A'ishah (Q^), herself, She said: 

"Whenever Allah's Messenger intended to go on a joumey, he used 
to draw lots among his wives and would take with him the one on 
whom the lot had fallen. Once he drew lots when he wanted to cany 
out m expedition, and the lot came upon me, So I proceeded with 
Allah 's Messenger after Allah's order of veiling (the women) had 
been revealed and thus I was carried i n my hawdaj (on a camel) and 
distnounted while still in it, We carried on our joumey, and when 
Allah's Messenger had fmished his expedition and returned and we 
approached Madeenah, Allah's Messenger ordered to proceed at 
night When the army was ordered t o resume the homeward joumey, 
I got up and walked on till I left the army (camp) behind, When I had 
answered the call of nature, I went towards rny hawdaj, but behold! A 
necklace of mitie made of Jaz' Dhufdr (a kind of black bead) was 
hroken and T looked for it and my search for i t detained me. The 
group of people who used to cany me, came and carried my hawdaj 
on to the back of my camel on which I was riding, considering that I 
was therein. A t that time women were light in weight atid were not 
fleshy for they used to eat littte (food), so those people di d not feel the 
lightness of the hawdaj while raising i t up, and I was still a young 
lady. They drove away the camel and proceeded, Then I found my 
necklace after the army had gone. I came to their camp but found 
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nobody therein so I went to the place where I used to stay 3 thinking 
that they would miss me and come back in my search, While I was 
sitting at my place, I felt sleepy and slept Safwan ibn al-Mu 6 attil as- 
Sulami adh-Dhakwani was behind the army, He had started in the las t 
part of the night and reached my stationing place in the moming and 
saw the figure of a sleeping person, He came to me and recognized 
me on seeing me for he used to see me before veiling, I got up 
because of his saying, 'Inna Lillahi wa inna itayhi rdjioon\ which he 
uttered on recognizing me. f covered my face with my garment, and 
by Allah, he did not say to me a single word except, "Inna Lillahi wa 
inna itayhi rdjioon\ till he made his she-camel kneet down 
whereupon he trod on its forelegs and I mounted it 

Then Safwan set out, leading the she-camel that was carrying 
me, till we met the anny while they were resting during the hot 
midday, Then whoever was meant for destruction, fell in destruction, 
and the leader of the IJk (forged statement) was * Abdullah ibn Ubay 
ibn SalooL After this we arrived at Madeenah and I became ill for one 
month while the people were spreading the forged statement s of the 
people of the I/k, and I was not aware of anything thereof But what 
aroused my doubt while I was siek, was that I was no longer 
receiving from Allah 's Messenger the same kindness as I used to 
receive when I fell sick, Allah's Messenger would come to me, say a 
greeting and add, *How is that (lady )?' and then depart. That aroused 
my suspicion but I was not aware of the propagated evil till I 
recovered from my ailment 1 went out with Umm Mistah to answer 
the eall of nature towards ai-Manasi, the piaee where we used to 
reiieve oursetves, and used not to go out for this puipose except from 
night to night, and that was before we had lavatories close to our 
houses. And this habit of ours was similar to the habit of the old 
Arabs (in the deserts or in the tents) conceming the evacuation of the 
bowels, for we considered it troublesome and harmful t o take 
lavatories in the houses. Sol went out with Umm Mistah who was the 
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daughter of Abi Ruhm ibu ' Abd Manaf, and her mother was daughter 
of Sakhr ibn 'Amir who was the aunt of Abi Bakr as-Siddeeq, and her 
son was Mistah ibn Uthatha, When we had fmished our affair, Umm 
Mistah and I came back towards my house. Umm Mistah stumbled 
over her robe whereupon she said, 'Let Mistah be rained ! ' I said to 
her, 'What a bad word you have said! Do you abuse a man who has 
taken part in the Battle of Badr?' She said, 'O' you thcre! Didn't you 
hear what he has said?' I said, 'And what did he say?' She then told 
me the statement of the people of the Iflc (forgcd statement) which 
added to my ailment When I retumed home, Allah' s Messenger 
came to me, and after greeting, he said, 'How is that (lady)?' I said, 
'Will you ailow me to go to my parents?' At that time I intended to be 
sure of the news through them. Allah 's Messenger allowed me and I 
went t o my parents and asked my mother, 'O' my mother! What are 
the people talking about?' My mother said, 'O' my daughter! Take it 
casy, for by Allah, there is no charming lady who is loved by her 
husband who has other wives as well, but that those wives would find 
feult with hen' I said, 'Subhdn Alldhl Did the people really talk about 
that?'" 

Here, dear reader, we would like to pause a little and later 

continue the 'A' ishah 's story. 

Let us ponder over how motherly and experienced Umm 
Rooman was. See how she controlled the anger and how truthful she 
was in her reliance on Allah in the light of her deep faith that equals 
high mountains in solidity and finnness. 

"Take it easy„:?r 

Yes, there a relief-giver for every distress, there is a supporter 
in the face o f every injustice and there is disprover for every false 
accusation, That is Allah, the True Lord, be He glorified, 

1 A' ishah (lij^) continued: 
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f That night I kept on weeping the whole night till thc morning. My 
tears never stopped, nor did I sleep, and morning broke while I was 
still weeping, Allah's Messenger called s Ali ibn Abi Talib and 
U s ani ah ibn Zayd when the Divine Inspiration deiayed, in order to 
consutt them as to the idea of divorcing his wife* Usama ibn Zayd 
told Allah's Messenger of what he krtew about the tnnocence of his 
wife and o f his affection for her. He said, 'O' Allah's Messenger! She 
is your wife, and we do not know anything about her except good.' 
But 'Ali ibn Abi Talib said, 'O' Allah's Messenger! Allah does not 
impose restrictions on you; and there are plenty of women other than 
her If you however, ask (her) slave girl> she will teli you the truth.' 
'A'ishah added, 4 So Allah's Messenger c alled forBareerah and said, 
"O' Bareerah! Did you ever see anything which might have aroused 
your suspicion (as regards £ A'ishah)?' Bareerah said, 4 By Allah Who 
has sent you with the truth, I havc never seen anything regarding 
'A'ishah which T would blame her for except that she is a giri of 
immature age who sometirnes sleeps and leaves the dough of her 
faniily unprotected s o that the domestic goats come and eat iV S o 
Allah 's Messenger got up (and addressed) the people an asked for 
somebody who would take revenge on l Abdullah ibn Ubay ibn as- 
Salool then. Allah's Messenger, while on the pulpit, said, 'O' 
Muslims! Who will help me against a man who has hurt me by 
slandering my faniily? By Allah, I know nothing except good about 
my family, and people have blamed a man of whom I know nothing 
except good, and he never used to visit my family except with me/ 
Sa'd ibn Mu* adil al-Aosari got up and said, 'O' Allah's Messenger! 
By Allah, I will relieve you from him. If he be &om the tribe o f (Bani) 
al-Aws, then I will chop his head off; and if he be from our brethren, 
the Khazraj, then you give us your order and we will obey if On 
that, Sa'd ibn *Ubadah got up, and he was the chief of the Khazraj, 
and before this incident he had been a pious man but he was incited 



58 Sawdak and 'A lihah 

by his zeal for his tribe. He said to Sa'd (ibn Mu'adh), 4 By Allah the 
Etemal, you have told a lie! You shall not kill him and you will never 
be able to kilJ him!' On that, Usayd ibn Hudayr 7 the cousin of Sa 4 d 
(ibn Mu'adh) got up and said to Sa'd ibn 'Ubada, 4 You are a liar! By 
Allah the Eternal> we will surely kill him; and you are a hypocrite 
defending the hypocrites! ' So the two tribes of at-Aws and al-Khazraj 
got excitcd till they were on the point of fighting with each other 
while Allafvs Messenger was standing on the pulpit Allah 's 
Messenger continued quietening them till they became silent 
whereupon he became silent too. 

On that day I kept on weeping so much that neither did my 
tears stop, nor could I sleep, In the morning my parents were with me, 
and I had wcpt for two nights and a day without sleeping and with 
incessant tcars till they thought that my liver would burst with 
weeping. While they were with m e and 1 was weeping, an Ansari 
woman asked pennission to see me. I admitted her and shc sat and 
started weeping with me. White I was in that state, Aliah 's Messenger 
came to us, greeted, and sat dowTi,. He had never sat with rne since 
the day what was said, was said. He had stayed a month without 
receiving any Divine Inspiration concerning my case. Allalvs 
Messenger recited the Tashahkud after he had sat down, and then 
said, 'Thereafter, O' 'A'ishah! 1 have been informed such and-such a 
thing about you; and if you are innocent, Allah will reveal your 
innocence, and if you have committed a sin, then ask for Allah's 
forgiveness and repent to Him, for when a slave confesses his sin and 
then repents to Allah, Allah accepts his repentance/ When Allah 's 
Messenger had finished his speech, my tears eeased eompletely so 
that I no longer felt even a drop thereof Then I said to my father, 
'Reply to Allah 's Messenger on my behalf as to what he said. 5 He 
said, 'By Allah, I do not know what to say to Allah's Messenger/ 
Then I said t o my mother, 4 Reply to Allah 's Messenger.' 
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She said, *I do not know what to say to Allah J s Messenger/ 
Still a young giri as I was and though I had little knowledge of 
Qur'an, I said, By Allah, I know that yon heard this story (of the IJk) 
so much so that it has been planted in your minds and you have 
believed it. So now; if I tell you that I am innocent, and Allah knows 
that I am innocent, you will not believe me; and if I confess 
something, and Allah knows that l am innocent of it, you will believe 
me. By Allah, I cannot find of you an example except that of Joseph's 
father: 'So (for me) patience is most fitting against that which you 
assert and it is Allah (Alone) Whose help can be sought/ 

Then I turned away and lay on my bed 7 and at that time 1 knew 
that I was innocent and that Allah would reveal my innocence, But by 
Allah, I never thought that Allah would sent down about my affair, 
verses that would be recited (forever), as I considered myself too 
unworthy to be talked of by Allah with something that was to be 
recited: but 1 hoped that Allah 's Messenger might have a vision in 
which Allah would prove my innocence, By Allah, Allah's 
Messenger had not left his seat and nobody had left the house when 
the Divine Inspiration came to Allah J s Messenger So there overtook 
him the same hard condition which used to overtake him (when he 
was Divinely Insptred) so that the drops of his sweat were running 
down, like pearls, though it was a (cold) winter day, and that was 
because of the heaviness of the Statement which was revealed t o him. 
When that state of Allah 's Messenger was over, and he was smiling 
when he was relieved, the first word he said was, ' * A'ishah, Allah has 
declared your innocence/ My mother said to me, 'Get up and go to 
him/ 1 said, 'By Allah, I will not go to him and I will not thank 
anybody but Allah/ So Allah revealed, 'Verily! Those who spread 
the Slander are a gang among you. Think it not»/ 

When Allah revealed this to confirm my innocence, Abu Bakr 
as-Siddiq who used to pro vide for Mistah ibn Uthathah because of 
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the latter's kinship to him and his poverty, said, 'By Allah, I will 
never pro vide for Mistah anything after what he has said about 
Wishah/ So Allah (m) revealed: 







vr 
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tAnd let not those among you who are blessed with graces and 
wealth swear not to give [any sort of helpj to theii kinsmen, al- 
Masdkeen [the poor], and those who left their homes for Allah J s 
Cause, Let them pardon and forgive. Do you not love that Allah 
should forgive you? And Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most MereifuL) 

(Qur'an 24: 22) 

Abu Bakr said, *Yes, by Allah, I wish that Allah should forgive me. 1 
So he resumed giving Mistah the aid he used t o give him before and 
said, 'By Allah, I will never withhold it from hirn at alL'" 

^A'ishah further said: "Atlah's Messenger also asked Zaynab 
bmt Jahsh about my case. He said, 4 0* Zaynab! What have you 
seen?' She replied, 'O' Allah 's Messenger! I protect my hearing and 
my sight (by refraining from telling lies). I know nothing but good 
(about 'A' ishah)/ Of all the wives of Allah 's Messenger, it was 
Zaynab who aspired to receive from him the same favor as I used to 
receive, yet, Allah saved her (from telling lies) because o f her piety. 
But her sister, Hamnah, kept on fighting on her behalf so she was 
destroyed as were those who invented and spread the slandet" 

The saying ofUmm Rooman to her daughter ' A' ishah (may 
Allah be pleased with them) attracted my attention. When the verses 
that explained her innocence were revealed and the house of Abu 
Bakr was purified, never to be touched with any harm again, Umm 
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Rooman told her daughter, 4i Get up and go to him," 

This expression carried, within its letters, all signs of great love that 
Umm Rooman had m her heart for the Messenger of Allah 



it also indicated the epitome of human experience iri marriage, 
in the sense of love, companionship and mercy, so that the family 
could be established upon strong and fumly-rooted pillars which no 
circumstances can shake and no emerging event can weaken. 

This nice summation did not come from Umm Rooman 
accidentally, Tt rather emanated from her pure origin that was refined 
by Islam, and from there, presented as an excellent examp1e for the 
en.ti.re mankind. 

Allah (fjjg) says: 

^And among His Signs is this, that He created for you wives from 
among yourselves, that you may find repose in them, and He has put 
between you affection and mercy. Verily, in that are indeed signs for a 
people who reilect> (Qur'an 30; 21) 

The days of slander and its trial had their toll on the body of 
Umm Rooman, because her big heart bore all the sorrows and pains 
of those days, It was this heart in which the husband, the daughter 
and all people, irrespective of their status, had aplace. The heart then 
became weakened and it was only months after the incidence of 
slander that Umm Rooman died- 

If the souls are big, bodies will toil in the way of achieving 
their goals. 
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We have no recommendation or testimony or comment for her 
after the recommendation of the Messenger of Allah (jjg). He had 
said, "Whoever wants to see a woman among the beautifiil women of 
Paradise who have wide and lovely eyes, should look at Umm 
Rooman." May Allah be pleased with her! 

We ean now go back to Wishah's life journey with the 
Messenger of Allah (m) and after that 

'A'ishah spent nine years in the Prophet's house, How those 
years were and what did they produce? In spite of her being among 
rivals — and they were never rivals except within mild limits that left 
no adverse effect or caused any harm — 'A'ishah was the most 
beloved to the Messenger of Allah (gg). 

Her marriage took place as an implementation of a divine 
revelation, for Angel Gabriel showed her to the Prophet (s||) in a 
pieee of silk and he told him, "This is your wife in this world and the 
Hereafter." 

The Messenger of Allah told 'A'ishah, "You have been shown 
to me in (my) dreams on three nights. An angel was carrying you in a 
silken eloth and said to me, 'This is your wife/ And when I 
uneovered it; behold, it was you. I then said, 'If this dream is from 
Allah, He will cause it to come true. 



? »». 



At-Tirmidhi also reported on the authority of * A'ishah that she 
said that Angel Gabriel came with her picture in a green silken cloth 
to the Messenger of Allah (jjjg) and he told him, "This is your wife in 
this world and the Hereafter." 

'A'ishah was the youngest of the Prophet's wives at the time of 
her marriage. She would enjoy the seesaw and would love to play 



12 Bukhari and Muslim. 
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with dolls» Hers was really an innocent childhood. She had a father, a 
husband and a brother and all means of love, affection atid 
compassion. She even enjoyed a refined fam Many a time did the 
Prophet (jg|) play&lly call her» 'O' 4 Aish\ 

A delegation would come from Abyssinia and its members 
would sit iri the courtyard of the mosque and they would start playing 
with their airows. 'A'ishah would stand in the door of her room 
behind the Messenger of Allah (J|g), placing her head upon his noble 
shoulder so that she could wateh them and amuse herselC She would 
stay in this position until the Prophet would ask her: "Have you heard 
enough?" And she would say: "Yes." 

In a hadith reported by at-Tirmdhi, a man spoke ill of 'Alshah 
in the presence of 'Ammar ibn Yasir. 'Ammar rebuked the man 
saying, "May you be put to shame and disowned! Are you speaking 
ill of the sweeiheart of the Messenger of Allah?!!! 5 * 

Anas ibn Malik said, "The first love in Islam was the love that 
the Messenger of Allah had for 'A'ishah. May Allah be pleased with 
her," 

Bukhari reported on the authority of 'A'ishah that she said: 
"The people used to send presents to the Prophet (Jg|) on the day of 
my tura. My companions (ie, the other wives of the Prophet) 
gathered in the houseof Umm Salamah and said, 'O' Unim Salamah! 
By Allah, the people choose to send presents on the day of * Aisha 
turn and we too, love the good (Le. presents ete,) as 'A'ishah does. 
You should tell Allah's Messenger (jgj) to tell the people to send +1 e ir 
presents to him wherever he may be, or wherever his tura may be, 
Umm Salamah said that to the Prophet and he turned away from her, 
and when the Prophet returned to her (I.e, Umm Salama), she 



Note her excellent maimers here, for she did not say 'my rivals*. 
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repeated the same, and the Prophet again tumed away, and when she 
told him the same for the third time, the Prophet said, 'O' Umm 
Salamah! Don't trouble me by harming 'A'ishah, for by Allah, the 
Divine Inspiration never came to me while I was under the blanket of 
any woman amongst you except her.'" 14 

The other wives did not stop with Umm Salamah; they also 
sent Fatimah (t^), his daughter, to him concerning the same issue. 

'A'ishah said: "The Prophet 's wives sent Fatimah, the 
Prophet's daughter to him. She asked permission to enter while he 
was lying down with me in my woollen blanket. He permitted her to 
enter and she said, 'O' Messenger of Allah, your wives sent me to 
you demanding for fairness concerning (your treatment of) the 

A. 

daughter of Ibn Abi Quhafah (meaning 'A'ishah, daughter of Abu 
Bakr).' And I was there (listening but) silent. The Messenger of Allah 
(H|) told her, 'O' daughter, don't you love whatever I love?' She said, 
'Yes.' He then said, 'Then you should love this (lady).'" 

Dear reader, this is a human side of the Prophet's person. 
Hearts, according to the Messenger of Allah (|j|), are between the 
two of the Most-Merciful Lord's Fingers. He twists them as He 
wills! ! And the heart is named qalb in Arabic because of its changing 
nature. The supplication that the Messenger of Allah (|||) used to 
make frequently in his prostration is: 

"Alldhumma ya Muqallibal-quloob, thdbbit qalbee 'al al-Eemdn." 
This means: "O' Allah, the One Who turns the hearts, make my heart 
firm upon faith." 

The Messenger of Allah (gjg) said the truth when he said, "O' 
Allah, this is my division in that over which I have power. Do not 
blame me for that over which You have power and I have no power." 

14 Bukhari. 
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This great love was limitless. It transcended material feelings 
to things that are higher and more sublime: the soul, the heart and the 
mind. The emotional eradiation of this love reflects the picture of the 
distinctness in the Prophetic household and in the heart. It then 
preserved this distinctness in order to present it as lively and 
wonderfal example that is fiill of understanding, knowledge, 
cognizance and honesty; and from there enrich the (Islamic) heritage 
with plentiful wealth of injunctions. 

Al-Hakim said in his book, al-Mustadrak. "One fourth of the 
rule of Sharfah was narrated on the authority of 4 A'ishah,' s 

Abu Moosa al-Ash'ari (^) said, "Whenever a hadith was 
unclear to us — we the Companions of Allah's Messenger — and we 
asked 'A'ishah about it, we always gained knowledge about that 
hadith from her." 15 

Masrooq ibn al-Ajda' said, "I saw the elders among the 
Companions of Muhammad (||g) asking her about the law of 
inheritance." 16 

A 

Az-Zuhri said, "If 'A'ishah's knowledge is compiled and 
compared to the knowledge of all women, her knowledge will surely 
excel theirs." 

He also said, "The first person to remove distress from the people and 
explain to them the Sunnah regarding that was 'A'ishah." 

We are not here explaining in detail, the knowledge that the 
mother of the faithful, 'A'ishah possessed or the high status she had 
attained, we are only mentioning some examples to confirm the 
truthfulness of the Prophef s perspicacity. It was this that caused the 
great love he had for her. 



15 Az-Zarkashi, al-Ijabah. 

16 IbicL 
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Though, the hadith reported that the Prophet Qg) said ? "Take 
the half (of the knowledge) of your religion from this Humayra 5 

A 

(meaning 'A'ishah)" is weak, we ? nevertheless, are not in doubt that 

A 

the Messenger of Allah (Ig) used to estimate ' A'ishah's clevemess, 
mental alertness, knowledge and piety. May Allah be pleased with 
her. 17 

'A'ishah's House 

While we discuss the life of the Messenger of Allah (|g) 
through the women Companions, each of whom played a 
distinguishing role in his life and in ihe course of Ms mission, we 
should not forget to discuss 'A'ishah's room for many reasons. 

First and forernost, it is the noble Prophetic room that shelters 
the Prophet's grave and his noble body. It is the only room that still 
exists of the rooms of the Prophet's wives. It was the room that the 
Messenger of Allah (|g|) wished that he should be nursed while he 
was sick of fever. It is the room that shelters the remains of two 
leaders: Abu Bakr and 'Utnar (may Allah be pleased with them). 

There is a story worthy of being told conceming burying the 
two leaders beside the Prophet (gg) in 'A'ishah's room. Her father 
had commanded her in his siek bed that he should be buried beside 
the Prophet (J|§), The command was implemented, So a grave was 
dug for hina in her room. His head was made parallel with the 
shoulders of the Prophet (m), his grave was brought elose to that of 
the Prophet (gfg) and water was sprinkled on it. 



17 You may refer to our book, 'liskah, the Teacher ofMen and Generations, 
Maktabah al-Qur*an, Cairo. 
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Also, when TJmar (jjfa) was stabbed by Abu Lu'lu'ah, the 
Zoroastrian, he sought the permission of ' A'ishah (tjk) to be allowed 
to be buried iri her room, iadeed, I always feel a severe cold and I 
seriously shiver whenever I read about the stance of Ibn 'Urnar and 
his saying when 'Umar's body was brought (for burial) at the door of 
'A'ishah's room, Ibn 'Umar said on that memorable moment, "The 
slave of Allah, 'Umar ibn al-Khattab is seeking permission to enter 
into the house of the mother of the faithfiul, 'A'ishah." So 'A'ishah 
allowed him in and showed eompassion. 

The mother of the faithful, 'A'ishah was increased in greatness 
and honour, for she used to say (before 'Umar was buried there): "It 
is only my husband and my father that are here," But after 'Umar was 
buried there, she said, "I do not longer enter the room but with my 
garment fastened because I was shy (of being in the presence) of 
*Umar." 18 

As we do not want to talk much about the Battle of the Camel, 
we are only going to say some calm and wise statement and not 
convulsive and agitate statement that only divides and does not unite, 
We are saying a statement that is fer above seetionalism and 
bigotries; and that transcends individuals and figures, and events and 
periods so tihat the hearts and mitids can meet, and then all that can be 
united in the melting pot of Islam. 

It is a conscious statement that illumtnates the road so that we 
can tell the friend from the enemy ? especially since we, Muslims are 
in a perpetual war, which is the war between truth and falsehood. 

All narrations in all historieal sources are unanimous that flie 
negotiations that took plaee between * Ali on one side and Talhah 9 az- 
Zubayr and * A'ishah on the ofher were aknost suecessfiil m arriving 
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at a truce, peace and protection of blood. 

It is usual that the group that has suffered a loss would not be 
pleased with that. Who is that group? It was the same group with its 
personalities. They are those who came from Egypt revolting against 
TJthman (4^). 'Abdullah ibn Saba' the Jew had filled theii hearts 
with malice and hatred. And the event of the day of Dar took plaee in 
which 'Uthman ibn 4 Affan was martyred. That was a historical 
calamity that destroyed the political edifice of Islam. 

At the dawn of the appointed day in which announcement of 
the truee and peace was to be made, the situation exploded and the 
Saba "iyah 19 started the war and the rest is now history, 

Therefore, the greatest crisis selected it role, its place and its 
path; and the blood of the Muslims was the fuel of that crisis. 

In the month of Ramadan in the year 58 A,H. * A'ishah had her 
fatal illness and she said in her will: 

"Do not follow my bier with a fire nor lay a red velvet pieee." 

She then surrendered her soul in the night of Tuesday, 1 7** 1 of 
Ramadan at the age of skty $ix. She was buried on the same night 
after Salat al-Witr in al-Baqee\ 
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Followers of 'Abdullah ibn Saba', the Jew, 




aymoonah, Mother of the Faithful 



f I er name was Barrah, so the Messenger of Allah (ag) 
changed it to Maymoonah, 

Maymoonah ($fe) was not the only lady who accepted Islam 
and whose name was Barrah and the Messenger of Allah <jg§) 
changed her name. There are many other women whom the Prophet 
(M) gave other names. An example is Zaynab bint Jahsh, another 
mSher of the faithfol. Her name was also Barrah, so the Messenger 
of Allah (J|§) changed it to Zaynab, 

The Prophet (jgg) did not change the name of these women 
simply because of their being married to hina. Rather, he did so in 
accordance with the principle of choosing good names that agree 
with Islamic teaching and Muslim faith, 

Dear reader, you might be wondering that the purpose of 
changing the name of Abu Bakr from 'Abdul Ka'bah to 'Abdullah 
was clear as opposed to the purpose of changing the name 'Barrah 520 , 
which is derived from birr that means righteousness, No problem. 

You have predecessors in this among the Companions, may 
Allah be pleased with all of them, The answer the Messenger of Allah 
(gg|) gave in response to this question was most eloquent as it was 
good-mannered. He said, "Is she praising herself?" For, how can one 
praise oneself while it is only Allah Who can tell the righteous from 
the sinful and the pious from the corrupt and immoral? 



20 The name means: the righteous. 
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The Messenger of Allah (jgft instructed us to be good- 
mannered in our dealing with Allah, He taught us to say ? after 
praising someone because of their action or quality, "That is what we 
know about him — La nuzakkee 'alalldhi ahadan" 

Pardon, if we've roamed away a little bit! 

Let us go back to Maymoonah, the mother of the feithfiiL 

The Messenger of Allah (|§|) died tes than three years after 
marrying her ? so her narrations from him are few and limited, 

Maymoonah was extremely pious, righteous and gentle, 
Enough for m in this regard was <A'ishah>s description of her. She 
said about Maymoonah, "She was among the most pious of us and 
the kindest to the kiifa and kin," 21 

After the death ofthe Prophet (gg) she lived her life calmly and 
peaeefully, preoceupying herself with acts of worship and perfbmiing 
Hajj every year, 

A noteworthy example ofthe purity of her mind and her strong 
aflinity to the Messenger of Allah (|g) is tfaat, in her final IJajj, whieh 
she perfoimed in the year 51 AJL,'«he kecam® very ill on her way 
baek to Madeenah from Makkah. She died in a plaee ealled 'Sarif 
that is some miles from Makkah, It was this same plaee 'm which a 
round-shaped structare was ereeted for the Messenger of Allah (jgp 
where he eonsummated marriage with her, after he had perfomied 
f Umrah al~Qadd \ ' Abdullah ibn * Abbas, the great Conapanion and 
who was a son of her sister, Umm al-Fa41 prepared for burial 

Yes, she died in the very place where her wedding and its 
eonsummation with the Messenger of Allah (0) took place U 
Maybs it is eoincidence? But it is a noteworthy indicatioo from 
which lessons can be leami 
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Hafsah, Mother of the Faithful 

» ■ * 



5, 



he is the daughter of *Umar ibn al-Khattab. 

In Arabic language, hafs is one of the names of the lion, The 
Messenger of Allah, would oftcn address 'Urnar as Aba Hafs. 

There is a story for behind her entering the household of 
prophethood as a wife of the Messenger of Allah 



She w&s married to a man known as Hisn ibu Hudhafah who 
witnessed the Battle of Badr and then fell ill at Madeenah and died, 
Hafs ah then became a widow, 

It has been part of Arab culture, either in the age of ignorance 
or after the emergence of Islam, that a man makes efforts to many off 
his daughter, sister or any woman in his guardianship — without any 
inconvenicnce — to someone he believed was good and suitable, 
This is because; her eonttnuous stay in his house as an unmarried giri 
or a wtdow is regarded a great shame. 

So when Hafsah became a wtdow, it pained 'Umar and he was 
distresscd. He went out one day heading for the house of the nearest 
person to him who was Abu Baki as-Siddeeq, He informed him of 
what is in his mind and offered him Hafsah m marriage. Abu Bakr 
kept silent and did not utter a word. 'Umar left his house greatly 
distressed and embittered. 

And "Utliman came to his mind. 

Sincc his wife, Ruqayyah, the Prophef s daughter was dead; he 
was in a better position t o respond favourably to his offer So he made 
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for his house and offered him his daughter in marriage. But 'Uthrnan 
told him, "I do not want to marry today." 

Who was she that cari replace Ruqayyah in c Uthman J s huuse 
after bot h o f thern have enjoyed the life with each other for many 
years? And 'Uthman was in a psycfrological state that could not allow 
him to propose marriage or to marry, 

'Umar's distress increased. 

The Messenger of Allah ($g) then saw him in that condition. 
He asked him about the matter and 'Umar told him of his encounter 
with Abu Bakr and 'Uthman. Bitterness and rage against them could 
be noticed in his speech and the way he talked, 

The Messenger of Allah («g|) calmed him down and then said, 
"Hafsah shall marry someone who is better than 'Uthman and 
'Uthman shall marry someone who is better than Hafsah/* 

4 Umar stood up, somewhat calmed, but he was still scratching 
his head over the meaning of the Prophet's statement. When Abu 
Bakr met him, he approached him and they talked with each other 
'Umar informed him of what he heard from the Messenger of Allah 
(0) and he told Abu Bakr that he could not understand the statement 

Abu Bakr smiled and said, "I have heard the Messenger of 
Allah (0) mentioning Hafsah. But I would not like to reveal his 
secret If he had not shown his interest in marry ing her I would have 
married her. So do not bear any grudge against me." 

'Uthrnan came to the Messenger o f Allah (j0 in his softness, 
bashfulness and sorrow. He was tear&l and gloomy. He said, "My 
marriage relationship with you has come to an end with the death of 
Ruqayyah, O* Messenger of Allah!" 

The noble Messenger, <jg) sympathised with him and then 
said, "I have given you her sister, Urara Kulthoom, in marriage, If I 
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had had ten daughters, I would have given them to you in rnaniage 
(one after the other)," 

That is how the Messenger of Allah (^) married Hafsah and 
'Uthman married U mm Kulthoom. And that i s how Hafsah enter the 
household of the Prophet (0) as one of the mothers of the faithfuL 

Hafsah (t^) was a devoted worshipper, very ptous, always 
fasting and praying in the night She was the closest to 'A'ishah 
among the Prophet's wife, It is as if they were two sisters. They were 
always in agrcement and never disagreed. 

Howevcr, Hafsah had in her nature an aspect of the meaning of 
her name: She was somewhat stern and tough, Perhaps, she inherited 
that from her father 'Umar, al-Farooq> This sternness was increased 
by the death of her tlrst husband, making her easily irritated. 

It was this nature of hers that caused the Messenger of Allah 
(#,) to divorce her once after which he took her back. 

We need to wait a little bit conceming his taking her back, for 
there is something in it that shows the status of TTman 

Ibn Sa'd recorded that the Messenger of Allah (0) divorced 
Hafsah once and then took her back because the Angel Gabriel told 
him, "Take Hafsah back, for she frequently fasts and prays in the 
night. And she is your wife in Paradise/* 

Humayd ibn Anas oarrated that, "The Prophet (^) divorced 
Hafsah and he was thereafter comnianded to take her back, and he did 
so. 

6 Uqbah ibn ' Amir narrated that the Messenger of Allah (gg) 
divorced Hafsah, Tlmars daughter. When 'Umar heard this, he 
strewed sand ovcr his head and said, "Allah will no more care about 
'Urnar and his daughter after she has been divorced [by the Prophet 
Gil)]'" So Angel Gabriel came to the Messenger of Allah (0) the 
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following day and told him, "Allah commands you to take back 
Hafsah as a way of showing compassion to 'Umar (her father)." 

Abu Salih» in his version ofthe narration said> " 'Umar entered 
the place of Hafsah while she was crying and he asked her whether 
the Messenger of Allah <j|§) has divorced her. He said to her, 'He had 
divorced you once and took you back only because of me. If he 
divorces you again, I will never speak to you agam.*** 22 

After ihat, Hafsah was keen never to annoy the Prophet (jjg) 
again until he died. 

Here ? dear reader, we need to point to a new and illuminating 
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The above verses exactly fit Safiyah, For she did not utter a 
single word o f eulogy except when the Prophet (0) dieA 

At-Tabarani reported that when the Messenger of Allah (^g) 
died, Safiyah came out waving her garment and saying: 

Many oceuirences have taken plaee after you, 
If you were alive and had been witness to them, calamities would nol 
have reached such a proportioiL 

Ibn Ishaq reported some lines of poem with which Safiyah 
eulogized the Prophet (£g), A part of which reads as follows: 

The day we miss the Messenger of Allah (0) is here! 
O' eyes! Shed abundant and plentiful tears! 

She was also reported to have also said: 

The day o f your death is certainly a day, 

In which the sun is wrapped up in darkness though it is shining! 

None of the historian disputes attributirig these poetie verses to 
Safiyah. This is because she was known a reciter of poetry but not as 
a poetess. 

Safiyah lived till the time of the caliphate of *Umar, before 
Allah caused her to die. May Allah be pleased with her and please 
her! 



Umm al-Fadl 

■ 

May Allah be pleased with her 



H, 



er name i s Lubabah birit al-Harith al-Hilaliyah, 

She is the wife o f *Abbas ibn * Abdul -Muttalib, the Prophet 's 
uncle, She is also the sister o f Maymoonah, the mother of the faithful. 
May Aliah be pleased with all of them! According to Ibn Sa*d, she 
was one of the first women who embraced Islam after Khadeejah. 

She and Maymoonah had two other half sisters: Asma' and 
Salama daughters of 'Umays, 

It was these four sisters that the Messenger of Allah (j4§) 
described as, "The beheving sisters!" 

That was a commendation, and w r hat a great one! 

As forUmm al-Fadl, she had roles and instances regarding the 
noble household of the Prophet (£j|), hence roles and stances relating 
to the call unto the way of Allah. 

Urun al-Fadl w3s a regular visitor of Khadeejah; and she 
would often meet with the Prophet ($&) and acquire the knowledge o f 
religion from him. This is in addition to her ability to keep secrets, 
her fulfilment of covenant and her sincerity for this pure religion, in 
spite of her husband's famess from Islam, Eemdn and his failure to 
join the cause of da 'wah, 

She dealt with her husband as a mistress of the household and 
a dutiful wife would and she saw a wonder in him! 
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'Abbas sympathized with his nephew JMuhammad (s|g)] and 
defended him though he was not; yet a Muslim; perhaps i t was 
tribalism of the time of ignorance that spurrcd him to do so. On one 
h and, he would like to preserve his status that he inherited from Abu 
Talib among the Quraysh, and on the othcr hand, he would stand in 
support of his nephew defending the kinship, 

Amid all this, Umm al-Fadl was cxpecting the decision of 
Allah concerning 'Abbas's acceptance of Islam, eagerly wishtng that 
that would take place soonest She was aiso hoping that he would 
stop eating up people's wealth uniawfully, for he used to be among 
those who dealt in usury. He was wetl-known for that as he was well- 
known for his love for money. 

Umm al-Fadl was very astonished the day she saw 'Abbas 
witnessing the allegiance of * Aqabah and having a say in the whole 
ihing as he was the guardian of his nephew! 

But she had the greatest surprise in her husband the day she 
saw him going out with the Quraysh to fight the Muslims diiring the 
battle of Badr!!! 

She took a Httle rest when "Abbas came back to Makkah after 
he was taken a captive by the Muslims and then released tfirough the 
Prophef s favour. It was then that he felt the faith and Islam and the 
light started creeping into his heart to remove the darkness that had 
been residing there. Then the household of 'Abbas stabilized and 
became perfcclly harmonized; (thls U because evcry member of his 
household was now a Muslim). 

Umm al-Fadl had always been pursuant of 6 Abbas' acceptance 
of Islam, though it was Allah Who encompassed all of them from 
their behind. It was He Who united them upon righteousness and 
honoun 
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Umm al-Fadl was pleascd to remain in Makkah and make 
herself and her house a place of refuge for the weak and the poor who 
could not afford to migrate and join the Muslims, 

Tt was as if these poor people were in a war with the enemies of 
Allah, Though they were denicd the opportunity of" meeting the 
enemy in the fields of physical war, they had been fighting a war of 
challenge and perseverance. 

Among the greatest days of Umni al-Fadl and * Abbas, in their 
confrontation with the Quraysh was the day of the battle of Khaybar. 
Sinee Aliah has given victory to His Messenger, (0) over the Jews 
and Khaybar was entireiy conquered and the Muslims won its booties 
and treasures, Hajjaj ibn 6 Allat as-Sullami sought the Prophet's 
permission to go to Makkah and recover his money and debts owed 
to him. The Prophet (^g) permitted him to go and he also pcrmitted 
him to say whatever he wanted, as a strategic way of inaking people 
aiio w him get his rights. 

Hajjaj came to Makkah and spread news arnong the people 
that the Jews had killed Muhammad (gg) and that the Muslims were 
roundly defeated, He also told them that rnany Muslims were killed 
and that many of their women and children were taken as captives. 
The Quraysh believed him, 

He then retrieved all his wealth and debts that people owed 
him and headed back to the Messenger of Allah (jj§) in Madeenah. 

\Abbas ibn 'Abdui-Muttalib aceosted him on his way and 
asked him about the actual situation, for he was very concerned and 
sad about what he had said. Hajjaj told him the truth and requested 
him to keep the matter secret for three days, and L Abbas promised to 
do so, 

'Abbas was extremely happy about the truth: that the Muslims 
won and that the Jews were defeated! He came back home and 
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informed his wife Umm al-Fadl about the matter and asked her to 
keep it a secret. 

Afier three days, *Abbas came uut 'm his best attire, and with 

the hetp of his wife, wore the best perfiirne. She was also in an 
exceptionally high spirit. 

4 Abbas went to the courtyard o f Ka'bah where the people and 
the Quraysh leaders used to gather. 

When they saw h bn in his adomment and exuding perfiirne 
they wanted to mock him, They said, "Is that how to show patience in 
face of caiamity, O' Abu al-Fadl?!" 

He did not give a hoot t o their scorning, He let them know the 
facts in Ml and how Hajjaj had fooled them so that he could collect 
ail his money and the debts people owed him and that he had 
succeeded in doing so and escaped. 

'Abbas then added, "What more! Muhammad, my nephew is 
now the groom to the daughter of the Jewish king, Huyay ibn 
Akhtab!" 

The news was like a stonn to them and they were stupefied! 
The news then keeps trickling to them to confirm what 'Abbas had 
told them, and this increased them in grief and sorrow. 

Umm al-Fadl remained m Makkah with her husband 'Abbas 
until after the treaty of Hudaybiyah. When the Messenger of Attah 
(Sg) carne t o Makkah in the company o f his Companions t o perform 
the 'Umrah of Qada for which they stayed for three days in Makkah, 
He proposed marriage to Maymoonah, Umm al-Fadl's sister, and a 
widow whose husband (Abu Rahm ibn * Abdul- 'Uzza) died in the 
state of polytheism. She used to live in the house of her sister Umm 
al-Fadl and under the protection of 'Abbas, 
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AU of thcm then left Makkah, and "Abbas and Umm al-Fadl 
migrated to Madeenah with their entire househokL 

In Madeenah, Umm al-Fadl was a frequent visitor to the 
Prophet* s house. She would either came to visit her sister 
Maymoonah or any of the Prophet 1 * wives. Ali knew her and 
acknowledged her excellence. 

One night, Umm al-Fad! had a dream and came to the 
Messenger of Allah (0) seeking his opinion concerning the dream. 
She said, "Messenger of Allah, I saw it in my dream that a part of 
your body is in my house/' The Prophet (|i|) then answered her, 
"Fatimah (my daughter) will give birth to a boy whom you will nurse 
with the milk of Quthm (meaning her son)." 

Dear reader, most o f us would jus t make a passing reading of 
the event If anything attracts onc's attention it would not be more 
than the interpretation of this dream, popularly reported from the 
Messenger of Allah (^). 

As regards the Prophet's saying 'a boy* and with specification, 
this needs some introspection and reflection. This is in fact a 
manifestation of revelations and prophesics with whieh Allah 
endowed His trustworthy Messenger and the seal of His Prophets, 
biessings and peacc be upon him- 

Fatimah gave birth to Husayn and Umm al-Fadl nursed him 
along with her son Quthm. When he was a few months* old, she 
brought the boy to his grandfather (jgg) and sat him down in his lap. 
The boy uri na ted on the Prophet (^g) and Umm al-Fadl smacked him 
between his shoulders. The Prophet (0) then retmked her. "You have 
hurt my son; may Allah have mercy on you!" 

Umm al-Fadl entered the household o f the Prophet (^|) from 
its widest doors. She was a woman to keep an eye on in the Prophet 's 
household and she played an important role there. 
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There are authentic narrations indicating her understanding of 
the religion o f Allah, She performed the farewell pilgrimage with the 
Prophet (gg) and in the company of her husband "Abbas and her 
childreu, What a great company and an honourable occasion! 

The honour was greater in that the occasion was the day of 

"Arafat when peoplc where eonjecturing on a matter they were 
unsure o£ They were asking one another: "Is the Prophet (g|) fasting 
or not?" 

Umm al-Fadl performed an outstanding deed to dispel this 
rumour when she took a vessel of milk and brought it to the 
Messenger of Allah (jjgs) who received it from her and drank it. The 
people then knew that he was not fasting. So those among his 
Companions who were fasting broke it. 

There is no doubt that she had heard it before from the 
Messenger of Allah ( jgp that it is not pennissible for the pilgrim to 
fast on the day of 'Arafah. Thus, she dispel led the doubt of those who 
were doubtful, through her knowledge and deed, 

It i s enough a pride for Umm al-Fadl 0^), and a memory 
throughout generations, that she was the mother of 'Abdullah ibn 
'Abbas, the leamed of the Ummah, the interpreter of the Qur'an and 
the seholar among the Companions! May Allah be pleased with her 
and please her! May He also be pleased with all the Companions! 



Asma' bint Umays 

The woman of two migrations 



5. 



ome o f the Prophet's Companions thought that the concept 
of Hijrah is restricted to migrating from Makkah to Madeenah, It is 
one of the levcls of Eemdn and Islam, like the titlcs: "the earliest 
M u sinus* ? the 'Bati r warriors\ They therefore assumed that those 
who migrated to Abyssinia and stayed thcre till the day of the battle 
of Khaybar had no reward of migration< 

This opinion worried Asma'. She then cam e t o the Messenger 
of Allah (0) distressed, and she asked him of the truthfulness of 
what some of the Companions were saying. The Messenger of Allah 
told her, "You have two migrations and the people have one,*' 

The Prophet's statement to Asma' was not to soothe her nerves 
or to console hen It was rather an explanatkm of the reality, a 
clarification concerojng an ambiguous matter and a way of 
preventing crisis, 

For, those who left Makkah for Abyssinian running away with 
their religion did real! y migrate, Allah (^g) says: 

C- Was not the earth of Allah spacious enough for you to emigrate 
therein?„> (Quran 4: 97) 

Indeed, the concept of migration to Abyssinian was popular in 
such a way that accepts no other interpretation* And those who 
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emigrated there also moved from there to Madeenah as emigrants- 

It is not only that, when they airived at Madeenah and before 
they could settle down — and in spite of their being exhausted by the 
long journey through the land and the sea and through nights and 
days — they learnt that the Messenger of Allah (|g) was on a battle in 
Khaybar and they proceeded there. They continuously endured the 
pain and hardship, yeaming to meet the Messenger of Allali (|§), 

They arrived there when the battle had already ended and 
Khaybar had been conquered. The Messenger o f Allah (^) then said, 
"I do not know for which I should be happier; the conquest of 
Khaybar or the arrival of Ja'far?'* 

He said this in acknowledgement of the efforts o f these 
emigrants in the way of Allah, for he put the conquest of Khaybar and 
the difficulties the Muslims faced in that battle on the same level with 
the arrival of Ja*far and his fellow emigrants who have just arrived 
from Abyssinia! 

Asma 7 was among the first Muslims, She embraced Islam very 
early along with her husband Ja'far. They were newly-wed when they 
set out for Abyssinia as emigrants in the way of Allah. 

Islam had overwhelmed their lives. Instead of staying in 
Makkah and enjoying their first days of marriage, they had their 
honeyrooon in the path of Jihad and struggle and in the path of 
perseverance. This, according to a sincere believer who really loves 
Allah and His Messenger (^g), is most pleasant experience and the 
greatest in reward. 

Asma' was on the same level of greatness that manifested in 
the personality of her husband, Ja'far She was equally enduring, 
unders tanding and cogmsant of the respons ibility, The evidence for 
this is her pleasant character, pure origin and deep faith. Did the 
Prophet (jg), not attest to her being one of the 'believing sisters'? 



Wom en aro und the Messenger 169 

If one counts the years the cmigrants to Abyssinia spent in the 
foreign land and among foreign people, and one considers the 
Qurayshi conspiracies they faced and hard life they confronted, one 
will realize the impacts of all that 

Asma 's spent fifteen ycars there during which many children 
wcre bom, many people died, many children grew up and many 
events and ehanges occurred, 

In order to avoid an assumption tliat these emigrants were 
exiles who had no connection with their bases in Makkah o r 
Madeenah, the Messenger o f Allah ($g) was always m contact with 
them, He would send emissaries to them who gave him their news 
and acquaint them with the new development concerning the religion 
like new verses that were being revealed and new legislations that 
were being promulgated. 'Amr ibn Umayyah ad-Damri was one of 
such emissaries. 

Asma' came back from Abyssinia with three sons: 'Abdullah, 
Muhammad and 'Awn. 

It w T as after Asma' returned from Abyssinia that she faced real 
test! The Messenger of Allah (0) sent her husband, Ja'far out to the 
battle of Mu'tah as a substitutc leader of the Muslim army after Zayd 
ibn Harithah who was later to be martyred there. 

Tbe battle of Mutah was the first of its kind between the 
Muslims and the Romans in the history of dakwah. The Muslims 
army consisted o f three thousand soldiers while the Romans and their 
allies far outnumbered them with an army of more than one hundred 
thousand soldiers. 

The reason for this war is that the Messenger of Allah (|§|} sent 
al-Harith ibn *Umayr al-Azdi (<^g>) to the king o f B asm with a letter 
inviting him to Islam. Al-Harith was attacked and killed by 
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Shurahbeel ibn 'Anu al-Ghassani who was an ally of the Romans 



55 



The Messenger of Allah (jgg) was seriously upset and 
distressed by this incidence. So he called upon the Muslims to set out 
and avenge the death of al-Harith. 

When their number reaehed three thousand men, he appointed 
three commanders over them who were to take up the command of 
the army in succession. He instructed that if the first commander was 
martyred the second should take up the responsibility and if the 
second commander was martyred the third one should take up the 
command and that if the third was also killed the Muslims should 
agree to choose a commander among themselves. 

The three commanders were: Zayd ibn Harithah, Ja'far ibn 
Abu Talib and 'Abdullah ibn Rawahah, may Allah be pleased with 
tnem. ain 

We should not say much about this battle. The fact is that all the three 
commanders were martyred. The Muslims then appointed Khalid ibn 
al-Waleed their commander, and he was able, through his military 
ingenuity, to deceive the Roman and their Ghassanids allies. He then 
brought the Muslims out of this battle without their enemies — who 
were much greater in numbers and weapon — winning any victory 

But the Muslims' loss was calamitous in that their three 
commanders were martyred, 

The battle of Mu'tah was the first (and the last) that Ja'far 
fought against the enemies of Allah and in the way of Allah. 

As he was great in Abyssinia and in the presence of the Negus, 
he was also great in the field of battle. When he realized that his horse 



55 The Ghassanids among the Arabs of Syria were allies of the Roman as the 
Manadhirah among the Arabs of Iraq were allies of the Persians. 
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disturbed him from moving freely in the battle, he got off it, wounded 
it (so the enemy could not use it) and then boldly rushed into the 
battle. 

His hand was cut oiT while he was holding the banner. He fell 
in the pool of his own blood and died. 

The Messenger of Allah (jg) — the truthful and the 
trustworthy Prophet said the truth when he said that Allah had 
substitute for Ja'far with his two c\it-off hands, two wings with which 
he could fly to wherever he wished in the Paradise, 

His wife ? Asma' was extreinely sad and she broke into 
enormous tears and wailing. She had the right to do so, for Ja'far was 
her companion, hcr husband and her sweetheart 

Asma 's tears never dried up and she never ceased crying unti! 
Allah's Messenger (ggj) visited her on the Ihird day and consoled her. 
He requested for the audience of Ja'far's sons and they all came, 

"Abdullah ibn Ja'far informed us of thi& in the following 
narration: 

'The Messenger of Allah gave Ja'far's family some time to mourn 
him and then visited them and said, 'Do not cry over my brother after 
this day/ He then said, 'Bring the children of my brother to me/ And 
we were brought to him like yon n g birds. He then said, 'C all the 
barber for me!' And the barber came and shaved our heads." 

The Messenger of Allah (0) then said, "As for Muhammad (one of 
Ja'far's brothers), he looks like our uncle Abu Talib, as for 
*AbdulIah, he resembles me physieally and behaviouratty" He then 
held my hand and raised it and said, "O' Allah! Be the Supporter of 
Ja'far's family and biess ' Abdullah (his son) in the transactions of his 
hands/' He said so three time s. 
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Then ow mother came and mentioned aur orphanhood and 
started whining over that The Messenger of Allah (jg) then told her, 
"Asma 7 , are you afraid of poverty for them while I am their guardian 
in this world and in the Hereafter?" 

Asma 7 then devoted all her time in caring for herself and her 
children, She trained them and brought them up in proper manner, 
while the Messenger of Allah (jg) never forgot Asma' or her sons. 
For, he is closer to the believers than their own selves. 

H e would visi t them whenever the opportunity t o do arose; he 
would ask of them and their situations and would show kindness to 
them with gifts, 

The situation continued in this manner until the day o f the 
battle of Hunayn. Abu Bakr had just been widowed of his wife, Umm 
Roomaa So the Prophet (gg) married Asma' (Ja'far s widow) to him, 
accordmg t o the narrations, 

What is unclear to us is; Was it Abu Bakr who showed interest 
in marrying her or it was the Messenger of Allah (^g), who made the 
choice? This is what all reports failed t o mention, 

In any cas e, this marriage was a consolation for the two sides: 
Abu Bakr and Asma*. 

Abu Bakr was the first mari to embrace Islam; he was the 
second of the two in the cave (the Prophef s only Companion who 
was with him in the cave), He was the first minister, the trusted 
adviser, and the most trusted Companion of the Prophet, who spent 
his wealth and his life for the cause of Islam. 

Asma', on the other hand, was one o f earliest female Musiims, 
She was persevering and knowledgeabte; and she had migrated 
twice. She was also the wife of Ja'far, the flying martyr. 
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Asma* (y^j lived in the house o f Abu Bakr as a satisfied, 
honourable and responsible wife. She knew the rights and fulfilled 
the covenants. She had a son for Abu Bakr whose name is 
Muhammad. 

A manifestation o f good companionship that Asma' enjoined 
with her husband, Abu Bakr showed when he was in his illness in 
which he died. He ordered that i t was Asma' who should wash him 
when he died, This is clearly an extreme show of love and trust 

She was then married by s Ali ibn Abu Talib (^) after the 
death o f Abu Bakr 0^,), and she had a son for him named 4 Awn. 

Asma' lived in the house of u Ali as a noble lady who fiilfilied 
her marital obligations without negligence or sluggishness, in spite o f 
aU these movements. 

It was reported that her sons, Muhammad ibn Ja*far and 
Muhammad ibn Abu Bakr bragged t o each other one day> each of 
them telling the other that he was better and that his father was better 
than the other 's, 'Ali was present and he asked Asma' t o judge 
between them. 

You wonder: Did 4 Ali wanted to test her intelligence or he just 

wanted to know the extent of tove and sense of obligation 1hat 
occupied her heart? 

Here, Asma' demonstrated the loftiest picture of a Muslim 
woman and a believing wife! She provided an everlasting lesson for 
every giri, every wife and every mother. 

She answered without hesitation or discrimination, "I have 
never seen a young man better than Ja'far, and I have never seen a 
middle-aged man better than Abu Bakr!" The two boys then kept 
quiet and stopped their bragging. 
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1 1 was then that £ Ali spoke jokingly, "What have you then left 
for us?" 

We will answer this question b y Ali ah 's help: 

Asma' had maintained the same stand and the same way. How 
could she change? She was a woman who Islam had melted in jts 
crucible since she embraeed the religion to the extcnt that she became 
a living example of the blissful teachings of the Qur'an and the 
Sunnah, 

Asma 's journey front this world then started drawing ncar 
when the news o f the death of her son, Muhammad ibn Abu Bakr 
came to her from Egypt. She went to her prayer comer in her house, 
concealed her fury, perfonned som e supererogatory prayer s and held 
back her tears. AU this had a negative effect on her body that was 
already weak and aging, She then started bleeding from her breasts 
and lost so much blood that she eventually died and her soul moved 
to the high heavens. May Allah be pleased with her and please her! 



Umm Ma'bad 

May Allah be pleased with her! 



K 



er name is 'Atikah bint Khilid al-Khuza'iyah. Umm 
Ma'bad is her nickname. 

Her name is eonneeted to the greatest event in the history of 
da'wah: the Hijrah (migration) from Makkah to Madeenah. 

She was a famous, chaste, strong and courageous wornan. She 
had a camp in Qudayd, 56 She used to sit down in the courtyard of her 
camp wrapped in her garment, giving food and drink to the travellers 
who passed by her. 

The Messenger of Allah (|j§) and his Companions: Abu Bakr, 
'Amir ibn Fuhayrah, a freed-slave of Abu Bakr and their guide, 
' Abdullah ibn Urayqit! — who was then a polytheist — took a rest at 
her camp. 

The people were then suffering from a severe drought 

The Messenger of Allah (jgg) and his Companions asked for 
some milk, meat or dates which they were ready to pay for. But 
unfortuiiately they did not get any of that for she said, "By Allah, if 
we had had anything we would not be lacking in showing 
hospitality M 



56 A place ob the way between Makkah and Madeenah; Umm Ma'bad's tent 
or camp is like today's station or motel 

57 She would do sometimes in exchange for some wages and sometirnes she 
would do so free of charge. 
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The Prophet (^gj) sighted a goat a t the shaded s ide o f the camp, 
kept away ftom other sheep by weakness* The Messenger of Allah 
(0) asked Umm Ma'bad, "Does this goat have any milk?" Umm 
Ma'bad answered, "She is too weak to have any, " He then said ? "Can 
you allow me to mil k her?" The woman said, "May my father and 
mother be ransomed for you, i f you sec any milk in her you may milk 
her." 

The Prophet (0) then called for the goat and put her legs 
between his own shank and thigh, He then stroked her udder with his 
hand and mentioned the name of Allah. The udder suddenly swetted 
and flowed copiously with milk, He then called for a vesscl that 
whose content could be enough for the entire group and he 
abundantly squeezed milk into it He gave Umm Ma'bad some of the 
milk and also gavc to the group until evcry one was satiated. He was 
the one who drank last and he said 5 'The cup-bearer drinks last," 

He milked the goat once more and the peoplc drank slowly as 
opposing their first drinking that was quick becausc they were then 
severely thirsty. He then milked tlie goat once more and left that for 
Umm Ma'bad- 

He and his Companions mounted their camels and moved om 

After their departure, Umm Ma'bad's husband, Aktham ibn 
Abi aWawn al-Khuza'i came herding an emaciated flock of sheep. 
When he saw the milk or its impact in the vessel he said, "Umm 
Ma'bad, what is this? Where have you got the milk while there is no 
goat with milk here?" His wife answered, "A blesscd nian passed by 
us," She then told him the story in detaiis. 

Wtth the word 'a blessed' used by Umm Ma'bad, we would 
like to have a short reflection, 

Umm Ma'bad uttered this word spontaneously and naturally. 
The word slipped from her mouth having been intluenced 
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emotionally with what she saw* It then follows that the blessing was 
truly intrinsic symbol of the Messenger of Allah (sjg). 

Abu Ma'bad — who was delighted and have had his senses 
stimulated by the news — told his wife, "Describe him." 

Dear reader! Some of the Companions had described the 

Messenger of Allah (jgs), from physical aspects, but 'Ali ibn Abi 
TalnVs description of him was the most accurate and the most 
comprehensive. This should not be a surprise because he was the one 
who lived with the Prophet (jgg) the most. Add this to his fluency and 
eloquence. 

Umm Ma'bad then described him to her husband and the 
description was the peak o f all descriptions! 

She was delighted by what she saw of the Prophet's blessing 
and was overwhelmed, She observed every action of his in order t o 
fiil 1 y grasp the great picture in her imagination. 

It was also astounding that this woman, who was a Bedouin, 

illiterate and living in an arid land, far ftom the people's society could 
have this kind o f awareness and accuracy. 

Nevertheless, Umm Ma'bad's description of the Prophet (0) 
and other reports concerning his description that authentically 
reached us in most reference books are regarded as histori c al 
documents, In spite o f all that, we can say that all these references yet 
failed to give the Prophet's physical and moral description its due 
rights!! 

Umm Ma'bad told her husband, describing the Messenger of 
Allah (sg): 

"I saw a man who is clearly handsome and with a beautiful face. He is 
well-built He is neither blemished by a big belly nor disfigured by an 
urmsuaHy small head. The pupils of his eyes are very dark, the edges 
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of his eyelids are long and the area around tlie pupils o f his eyes is so 
white, His eyebrows are perfectly close. He has a very dark hair, a 
rather long neck and a thick beard. 

When he kept silent he is always eontemplative and when he 
speaks eminence and splendour show in his words. His words are like 
sliding stringed pearls. He is a gifted orator whose words are neither 
too few nor too tnuch. He has thc clearest wand and the most audible 
voice when he speaks, When you look at him from afar ? he is the 
most handsorae of all people, and when you move closer to him he is 
the most pleasant of them. 

You will never be tired of looking at him. He is like a branch 
between two branches, 

He is the most handsome o f the three (she means: the Prophet 
(0) Abu Bakr and *Amir ibn Fuhayrah) and the most important of 
them, He has Companions who honour him. When he speaks they 
listen to his words and when he commands they hasten to carry out 
his order. They serve him and rally around him. He does not fiown or 
nag." 

Abu Ma'bad said, "B y Allah, this is the Quraysh maiL If I see 
him I will follow him." 

In another narration he said, "I intend to follow him if I am able to," 

And this had actually happened. For, Umm Ma'bad and her 
husband headed for Madeenah, embraced I siam, swore allegiance to 
him and kept his company, There was with them a brother of Umm 
Ma'bad known as Khunays (or Hubaysh) ibn Khalid who was the 
narrator of this report Allah (§&) honoured him with martyrdom on 
the day o f the Conquest o f Makkak 

There are some observations we would like to eall the attention 
of the reader to regarding the story of Umm Ma'bad: 
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One : The tribe of Khuza'ah to which Untm Ma'bad and her husband 
belonged were allies o f ' Abdul -Muttalib, the Prophet's grandfather 
before the advent o f Islam. When the light of Islam illuminated they 
inclined toward the Messenger of Allah (J||). So they were sincere to 
the Messenger (0) until Allah permitted them to enter into the fold 
of His pure religion, 

When the truce o f Hudaybiyah was concluded, they became 
the Prophet's allies and the tribe o f B anu Bakr entered into an alliance 
with the Quraysh, The Banu Bakr tben violated the truce by attacking 
B anu Khuza'ah. 'Amr ibn S alim al-Khuza'i then came t o Madeenah 
seeking the support of the Messenger of Allah (0). 'Amr recited a 
long poem in this regard. A part o f this poem reads: 

"O' Allah! I am imploring Muhammad, 

fn the name of the inherited and time-honoured alliance that is 
between his father and our father! 

The Messenger of Allah (g|) answered him, "You will, indeed, 
be helped, O' fc Amr ibn Salim!" 

This is the event that later led to the clear victory and the great 
conquest 

Umm Ma'bad was therefore, from among a people who are 
loved by Allah and His Messenger Q0. She was a branch of a noble 
tali tiee. 

Two : It was said, according to a report narrated by al-Waqidi, that the 
goat which the Prophet (^g) rubbed her udders and milked with his 
noble hands lived for mari y years giving abundant milk. Tliere are 
many report s iri this regard. We do not count this as a surprise, for that 
is naturally due to the blessing of the Messenger of Allah (jj§), 

Three: May Allah blessed you, Umm Ma'bad the illiterate Bedouin 
woman, daughter of desert! From which university did you graduate 
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and which science did you possess?! 

After fourteen centuries, we still need a dictionary to 
understand your expressions, so that we can explain them to 
ourselves and others! 

We are also in need of thc science of physiology so that we can 
be in tune with your delicate and subtle descriplions! 

May Allah be pleased with Umm Ma'bad and please her! 



Umm 'Ammarah, Naseebah bint 
Ka'b al-Maziniyah al-Ansariyah 



May Allah be pleased with her 



5, 



he is a umque and distinguished personality and a great 
model She lives in the hearts of the Muslims like a brilliant toreh! 

Whenever I tried to write about her and scrutinize the pages of 
her lifc journey, I always fecl overwhelmed, and a sense of humility 
and insignificance overcomes me, 

O' Umm 'Ammarah, it is with due respect to and love for you 
that I am humbly acquainting our daughters, sisters and mothers with 
lessons drawn from your faith, your struggle in the way of Allah and 
y our motherliness, a t a time that we are all i n dire need o f these 
lessons. For 7 these days, truths have been mixed with falsehood, 
things have been turned upside down and minds wander aimlessly so 
much so that we do not know how to move or where to go. 

Perhaps, we will all have a resurgence that can bring us out of 
the abyss of loss to the pcak of the slraight path, the path of those on 
whom Allah favoured with His Merey. 

Umm 'Ammarah had no son whose name is 'Ammarah from 
whom her nicknanie is derived, It was only a niekname for which she 
was known. 

She w r as in the prime of her youthfulness andnewly-wed when 
she had the honour of meeting the Prophet (|g) in the middle of the 
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night at the * Aqabah m Mina alon g with a delegation of the Ansar. 
They all embraced Islam and she did; and they swore their allegiance 
and she did, A sister of her, known as Umm Manee* was also with 
her, and she also swore allegiance, 

Al-Waqidi uarrated from Ibn Abi Sa*sa* from Umm 
'Ammarah that she said, "The men were placing tlieir hands in the 
hand of the Messenger of Allah on tlie night of ( Aqabah giving their 
allegiance w r hile 4 Abbas ? ihe Prophet's unele was holding his hand. 
When it was my turn and that of my sister, Umm Manee\ my 
husband, 'Arabah ibn \Arnr said: 4 Messenger of Allah, here are tw T o 
women who came with us to swear allegiance to you/ The 
Messenger of Allah (_^|) said» T accept their allegiance upon things 
regarding which I accept yours, I do not shake women 5 s hands/ " 

Arti c les o f the pledge of " Aqabah are the iirst foundation upon 
which the great change, that took place i n the course of da 'wah was 
based, These changes include moving from passive Jihad to active 
one; and from end uring persecution and remaining steadfast to 
waging a relentless and an uncompromising fight against polytheism 
and kufr (disbelief). 

It is a jihad that is not restrieted to the swords, the spears and 
the battle fields. It is rather a jihad that include s war against all kinds 
of corruptions and deviattons and in order to build the individual and 
the society. 

Umm ' Ammarah has been filled with the spirit ofEemdn and 
Islam since the day the tirst propagator, Mus'ab ibn 'Umayr started 
propagating Islam in Yathrib assiduously with a careful and objective 
work, cogent argument, agreeable logic and with wisdom and 
excellent admonition. 

By Allah J s grace and plan 4 Mus'ab was able to turn Yathrib, with its 
Aws and Khazraj tribes, into helpers of Islam and its Messenger (||g) + 
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The Prophet (jjg) asked Mus'ab, "How was Madeenah when 
yon left it?" 

He said, "I left it while there was no house in which the name 
of Muhammad (M) was not being mentioned. It is either members of 
that house have all embraced Islam or they were busy talking about 
this pure atid new religion. Muhammad (a|§) was the topic of their 
meetings, gatherings and conversations." 

Umm * Ammarah physically and emotionally filled with faith 
and she travelled along with the Yathrib delegation to Makkah to 
make the pledge of 'Aqabah. 

Meeting with the Messenger of Allah (g|) was the greatest 
goal and the highest love so Allah filled her heart and her mind with 
happiness and self-denial in the way of responding to the call of 
Islam. Those were the first influencing factors. 

There should be no wonder then when we see Umm 
'Ammarah in her stances, her roles and her being around the 
Messenger of Allah risrng high to become a shinning star whose light 
never dies and whose illumination never withers and whieh 
consistently move in its orbit. 

There are vivid quaMes in her character, but the most vivid 
one is her fight in the way of Allah, more so with sword. 

Ibn Hajar said: "She (Umm 'Ammarah) witnessed the pledge 
of * Aqabah and she also pledged allegiance, She participated in the 
battles of Uhud, Hudaybiyah and Khaybar and participated in 'Umrat 
al-Qada. She also witnessed the conquest of Makkah and participated 
in the campaigns of Hunayn and Yamamah." 58 

This means Umm 'Ammarah witnessed and participated in the 
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greatest and the most important battle s, Her presence was distinctly 
recognized more than that of other women who took part in these 
battles* This distinct presence has its factors and consequences. 

Let us start with the battle of Uhud that took place in the month 
of Shawwal, the third year of Hijrah, 

This battle was named so because it took place between the 
Muslirns and the polytheists at the precinct o f Mount Uhud that lies 
on the north-east outskirt of Madeenah. It is the greatest mountain on 
the eastern part of the eity. 

Umm Sa'eed bint Sa'd ibn Rabee 4 narrated that she visited 
Umm 'Ammarah and asked her participation in the battle o f Uhud 
and she replied, "I went out in the forenoon with a water vessel in my 
hand. I came to the Messenger of Allah (jg) whjle he was with his 
Companions and the Muslirns were winning the wan But when the 
Muslirns were later defeated I moved to the side of the Messenger of 
Allah (0). I engaged in fighting and started protecting the 
Messenger o f Allah (^g) with the sword while a t the same time, 
shooting arrows until I was wounded." 

Umm Sa'eed said, "And I saw a deep and hollow injury in her 
shoulder. " 

Umm 'Ammarah's stand on the day o f Uhud was well-known 
to earlier and latter generations, The people narrate to one another 
this stand with pride, pity and love. 

Umm 'Ammarah (t^) went to the battle of Uhud not to fight 
She rather went there in order to give water to the thirsty. Perhaps, 
she also went there to take eare of the injured. She did not cairy any 
sword, bow or arrow, 

Then, the uncxpeeted happened! The archers disobeyed the 
Messenger of Allah (jg) by abandoning the position he commanded 
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them to mari wanting to collect booties. The tide then tumed against 
the Muslims in favour of the Quraysh and many clder Companions 
were martyred. The Messenger o f Allah (^) escaped on t o the top o f 
the Mountain of Uhud and no one remains with him bu t a few 
Companions defending him with their bodies and souls; his molar 
teeth was broken and h e was injured in the face and his pure blood 
was shed, 

It was then that Umm 'Ainmarah dropped her vessel of water 
and the zeal of her faith was swirled up, boiling like a cooking kettle 
in her feminine nature, She snatchcd a sword from one of the 
escaping fightcrs and a bow and an arrow from another, She stood 
firm defending the Messenger of Allah (jg|) and he saw her around 
him in this great stance of hers and her glorious defence for him. He 
also saw the enemy of Allah, Ibn Qamrah moving closer to her, So 
he called upon her son to protect her. 

Umm 4 Ammarah felt this eall, not only with her ears, but with 
her entire being and feelings. She also felt it with all her senses and 
from within love of Eemdn that flourished in her heart. She then said, 
ct O' Messenger of Allah, invoke Aliah to make us yoiir Companions 
in Paradise!" 

That was the goal she was aspiring for in this world and the 
Hercafter! 

She was not concemed with the safety of her body and life, 
neither was she concemed about wealth or fame or any of the things 
of this world. She only wanted to be among the dwellers of Paradise 
and t o be in the company of the Prophet ($g)! 

Such is the reality of faith, purity of certainty and wholesomeness of 
Islam. We are saying this, as an admonition, t o ourseives, t o onr 
families and to all those who work in the field o f Islamic propagation 
and resurgence. 
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The Messenger or Allah (0) then supplicated for her saying, 
"O' Allah, make them my Companions in Paradise." 

Umm 'Ammarah said, "After this, I do not care about whatever 
happens." 

The supplication of the Prophet ( jg) actualised on Ihe entire 
househoid o f Umm 'Ammarah. Her s ons, 'Abdullah and Habeeb 
were martyred in the way of Allah. 

Allah's enemy, Ibn Qamrah was able t o overcome Umm 
'Ammarah. He hit her neck with sword and made her suffer a deep 
wound that she continued to nurse for the rest of her life until she died 
and met the pleasure o f Allah. 

Umm 'Ammarah won a medal in the battle of Uhud that was a 
somce of pride for her> in spite of the severe pain she suffered. No 
sooner had this wound relieved her a little through treatnient that it 
started to deteriorate anew, 

She also had ari invocation from the mouth of the Messenger 
of Ailah (gg) and from his noble heart, that serv T ed as a provisi on for 
her in the remaining years of her life and as a light throughout the 
darkness of nights and days and with which she dispcllcd the 
darkness of events, making her a radiating model 

4 Umar ibn al-Khattab (4^) narrates to us from the Messenger 
of Allah (0) his noble saying, "Whenever 1 turned left or right on the 
day of the battle of Uhud, 1 always saw her (Umm 'Ammarah) 
fighting in my defence." 

Besides the medal that Umm 'Ammarah camed since the 
battle of Uhud and the invocation the Prophet (0) made for her that 
Allah should make her his Cornpanion in Paradise, she also won a 
noble and high commendation by which she attained tlie ranks of the 
heroie fighters in the way of Allah, This was before the hijdh was 
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niade obligatory and the women were commanded to stay in their 
houses and before they were told that their Hajj was their jihad, 

The ship o f life proceeded with her in a wave that was like 
mountains! 

Umm * Ammarah experienced great occurrences in her family 
that if these occurrences were to be brought upon huge mountains 
they would have tumed them t o a levelled p lain or t o fluffed up wool 
Bu t this woman, in the depth of her heart, as aresult o f the blessing of 
her Companionship with the Prophet (gg) and his supplication for 
her, was extremely strong and very much persevering, 

The Prophet's choice fell upon her son Habeeb, as one of his 
two envoys t o Musaylamah the liar of the clan of B anu Haneefah 
who claimed prophethood. Habeeb was the younger of her two sons 
frorn her lirst husband, Zayd ibn 'Asini, He was handsome, gentle- 
hearted, strong in Eeman, steadfast and truly dear to the heart of 
Umm 'Ammarah. 

When he delivered the message and fulfilled the trust assigned 
t o him, Musaylamah asked him, "Do you believe that Muhammad is 
the Messenger of Allah?" He answered in the affirmative. 

Musaylamah then said, "Do you believe that I am a Messenger 
of Allah?" He said, "I can't hear." 

Musaylamah ran into a fury and commanded that Habeeb be 
tortured until he testified that he was a messenger of Allah, So his 
limbs were then cut piece by piece w r hile he was tied up, He did not 
utter anything but a testimony to the Oneness of Allah and the 
messengership of Muhammad (sg). He continued in this state until he 
breathed his las t and his soul aseended to its Creator. And the sad new 
was brought to Umm 'Ammarah. 
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The Messenger of Allah (0) in the company of Abu Bakr and 
*Umar came t o her to console her on this great calamity concerning 
her son, the beloved Habeeb, It was at a time that the deep wound in 
her neck had deteriorated and her pains had become severe. She was, 
in fact, overwhelmed by calamities* But she bore all that with 
cxtraordinary perseverance, 

She vowed that she would witness and take part in the killing 
of Musaylamah the liar as she vowed that she would not touch her 
body with water imtil she fulfilled this vow, as a way of fulfilling the 
obligation she owed to Allah and His Messenger (jg) and as a way of 
avenging the death of her son Habeeb, 

After the death of the Prophet (0); Abu Bakr and "Umar 

would visit her t o assure, console and honour her until the Wars o f 
Apostasy and the battle of Yamamah took place. 

Inevitably, the caliph Abu Bakr could not but agree t o Umm 
'Ammarah's request to fulfil her vow. He allowed her to set out for 
the war with the Muslim army, 

Then, Umm 'Ammarah was already ageing and she had 
became feeble. Though her head was already covered with grey hair, 
her heart was still exuberating with faith. The good word is like a 
pleasant tree whose root is firm and whose branch is in the sky, It 
gives out its fruits all the time with the permission o f its Lord. How 
then, can this tree be affected with weakness and dryness? How could 
Umm 'Ammarah be affected with stagnation?! 

It i s one o f the strange acts of destiny that Wahshi ibn Harb 
who killed Hamzah in the battle of Uhud was also the one who killed 

4 I 

Musaylamah, and with the same javelin. 

While the battle was raging, Umm 'Ammarah with her son 
'Abdullah on her side were pushktg their way into the rows of 
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fighters looking for Musaylamah m order to reach him and take 
revenge from him, 

Tn that battle, Umm 'Ammarah sustained more than twelve 
wounds i n different parts o f her body; and she bled profusely, Her 
arm was cut off ? starting from her already injured neck. In spite of 
that, she proceeded in pursuance of her goal without feeling any pain, 

She was directcd to MusaylamaJi who was lying in the ground 
wounded. Wahshfs javelin had penetrated deep into his body, Umm 
' Ammarah moved closer to him and started hitting him with a spear 
until he died, She then felt some sense of satisfaction and was a bit 
relieved. 

When she retumed to Madeenah, she came to meet her 
appointed tirae. T t was only a little after her return that she 
surrendcred her soul pcacefully, smilingly and willingly. 

And tomorrow she will meet her lovcd ones: Muhammad and 
his Companions, and she will be fortunate to be in his company 

Dear reader, this is another aspect of the personality of Umm 
* Ammarah, It is an aspect that is not less important: She was a 
narrator of hadith who had an excellent memory. She narrated to us 
some hadiths of the Messenger of Allah (^). Therefore, the scholarly 
aspect of her life also has its place and importance. 

You will notice that some of her narrations contain fiqh and 
Islamic legal rules. 

For example, at-Tirmidhi ? an-Nasa'i and Ibn Majah reported in 
their Sunan on the authority of Umm 'Ammarah that the Messenger 
of Allah (jgp visited her and she presented him with food. The 
Prophet (£0 told her, lc Eat" She said> 4 T am fasting." The Prophet 
00 then said> "If food is eaten in the house of a fasting person, the 
angels will invoke blessing on him." 
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Abu Dawood also reportcd on the authority of Umm 
'Ammarah that, 'The Messenger of Allah (0) wanted to perform 
ablution and a vessel that contained a one third mudd of water was 
brought to him." 

Ibn Mandah also reported on the authority of Umm * Ammarah 
that she said, "I was looking at the Messenger of Allah ($0 while he 
was slaughtering his sacrificial camcls with a spear, in a s tanding 
position." 

Al-Waqidi reported that Umm 'Ammarah said, "Men were 
shaking the hands of the Messenger of Allah (jg) in the night of (the 
pledge of) t Aqabah while aPAbbas (his uncle) was holding the 
Prophefs hand, When it remained only me and Umm Manee\ my 
husband, 'Arabah ibn 'Amr said, 'Messenger of Allah, these are two 
women who came with us to pledge their allegiance to you/ The 
Prophet (£g) said, 'I have accepted their pledge upon what I accepted 
your pledge on, for 1 do not shake women's hands. ? " 

May Allah he pleased with Umm 'Ammarah and please her! 
May He make Paradise her abode and make her a model to be 
emulated by our mothers, sisters, wives and daughters! 



Rufaydah al-Aslamiyah 

May Allah be pleased with her 



t 



here are some people who are not widely popular until we 
have an extensive and detailed study of their lives. And there are 
otliers who are short into fame by a single incidence, a single event or 
just an aspect of their lives. This event, in spite of its short period, 
may be more memorable than decades or other different events, 

Rufaydah al-Ansariyah or al-Aslamiyah falls into the sccond 
category. 

She emeiged to us in the context of her camp, 'Rufaydah 's 
Tent'. This camp has become a name that is always mentioned with 
her name throughout her life and throughout the course of history. 

The first mention of her was diiring the battle of the Trench 
(otherwise known as battle of Confederates) when Mu'adh (4^.) was 
struck with a spear in his medial arm vein causing him a big wound. 
The Messenger of Allah ($&) said, "Let him stay in Rufaydah's Tcnt 
in the mosquc until I return soon," 

So Rufaydah was known as her tent was also known. The 
place of the tcnt and its importance are also known. Rufaydah was 
known to all the Companions. She was known for her caring for the 
sick and the wounded and her treatment of them. 

No doubt, this job needs medical knowledge and experience; 
and knowledge of production and application of drugs and treatment 
of wounds and broken bones. Rufaydah was qualified in all these 
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aspects, and within a limitcd period of time. This is not an 
exaggcration. We are also not giving Rufaydah J s expertise a 
scientific arena more than what the fundamental s of science of this 
age would allow. 

As for expenses, all that had been from her personal money 
and effort She did not take any wage or reward for her works. Rather, 
she spent generously and hopcd to get her reward irom Allah alone. 

Dear reader, you can imagine the extent of knowledge, effort 
and expenses, when you realise the number of wars fought by the 
Muslim s under the leadership of the Prophet (|g) and how 
*Rufaydah's Tenf is moved from one battleground to another. 

T have had the opportunity to write about Rufaydah on a 
number of oceasions and I felt honoured for that. Each time, I was 
imagining the material rcality o f the topic with ail its dimensions, 
This had made great inipaet in my mind, eonstraining my heart and 
making me short of words. 

Without being immodest, I have never, tliroughout my wide 
reading, come aeross an individual who could rival Rufaydah in the 
histories of nations and peoples, unfess we talk of the effort of a 
group, organisation, government or state, 

When wc read the history [especially the life history o f the 
Noble Prophet (|§g)], we find that there were a number of female 
Companions of the Prophet who went out to take care of the 
wounded and give water to the fliirsty. This means that they were 
doing all that in the Rufaydah's Tcnt, set up for that purpose, 

Setting up of this tent means provision of what the injured 
could lie on, availability of surgicat and autopsy matcrials, drugs, 
bandages for dressing wounds, special foods, availabili(y r of nurses 
who were ? of course, the female Companions who served the 
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wounded and took care o f them. 

AU this was under the supervision of Rufaydah, and with her 
personal participation. 

Rufaydah's Tent can be compared to what i s known as field 
hospital in modern military terms. 1 1 was ccrtainly one of the first 
founding cells of Islamic civilisation. 



Umm Waraqah the Martyr 

May Allah be pleased with her 



Ot 



T* 



O* Messenger of Allah, You have said the tmth! And you are 
not but the truthful and trustworihy one! You are rather the most 
truthflil and the most trustworthy human! 

That was what you are known for by the eariier and later 
generations. How noble your farne is! How great your character is! 
You r Lord had refmed you and brought you up under His observation 
and carc! He commended you in His Book. 

The Owner of Blessing and Praise has extolled many of His 
Messenger s and Prophets, among whom are Messenger of 
Resoluteness and others, He extolled them with specifie attributes. 

The story of Umm Waraqah> the martyr, is certainly one of the 
prominent landmarks and clear signs on the path of prophethood. 

Umm Waraqah was one of the Ansari female Companions* 
She was of high and noble iineage and she was wealthy. She 
embraced Islam and believed in the words o f her Lord. She devoted 
her attention to the Noble Quran reading it, memori si ng it and 
following its teachings and rules, The Qur'an became her main 
concem and all aspects of her private and public life revolved around 
it. She attained a high and commendable status in this aspeet. 

When the Messenger of Allah (j0) called upon the Muslims to 
go to Badr to intercept a caravan o f Quraysh led by Abu Sufiyan, 



Wom en around the Messenger 1 95 

Sakhr ibn Harb, on its way back from Syria and that was carrying 

commercial commodities, that Allah might transfer it to them, 
especially the emigrants from whom the Quraysh seized their houses, 
properties and monies, Umm Waraqah wanted to go out with the 
Prophet (jg). She explained her wish and her intention. 

She came t o h i m and said: "O 1 Messenger o f Allah, allow me 
to go out with yon so that I could nur s e the sick ones among your 
Companions, and perhaps, Allah will bless me with martyrdoni" 

The Messenger of Allah replied her, "Stay in your house, 
Allah will bless you with martyrdom." 

From that day onward, she was caiied l the martyr\ 

Umm Waraqah was in fact infiuenced by the concept of 
martyrdom, and that it is a contract of allegiance between the Creator, 
High and Exaited and His believing servants. Allah (§|) says; 

al£ff & <£\ fi& && d*,P <<>, £3 ff ^ 

*{Verily, Allah has purchased of the believers their lives and their 
properties for [the pricej that theirs shall be the ParadLse. They fight 
in Allah 's Cause, so they kill [others] and are killed. It is a promise in 
truth which is binding on Him in the Tawrdt [TorahJ and the Injeel 
[Gospel] and the Quran. And who is tmer to his covenant than 
Allah? Then rejoice in the bargain which you have concluded. That is 
the supreme success.^ (Qur'an 9: 111) 

Umm Waraqah attained success in this world and got a lot of 
wealth, fame, noble lineage, high status and all that the seeker of this 



1 96 Umm Waraqah the Martyr 

world would want to have, But she never strived for the beauty of this 
world though she saw it rising and falling in people's hands, She saw 
that the material s o f this world would end and what is with Allah 
would remain. 

She was deeply influenced by the picture o f the bliss of 
Paradise that never changcs or comes to an end. She was cqually 
moved by the news of what Allah has prepared there for its dwellers 
of an enjoinment that no eye has seen, no ear has heard and no human 
heart has ever imagined, especially prepared for the martyrs. 

In her expression, "bless me", we will realize her accurate 
understanding and clear intention. It is in this context that sound 
balancing between the 'purchase' and 'sale' (in the above verse) can 
be realized, 

Umm Waraqah stayed in her house and devoted her time to her 
scripts in which Soorahs o f the Qur * an were written, reciting their 
verses with humbleness and piet>. With the passing of each day, she 
increases in her closeness to Allah and in her piety, 

As we have said earlier, she was known since that day, the day 
of the battle of Badr as 'the martyr \ None of the Companions or 
other people mentioned her except with this noble title. 

But how, since days and months passed while she was still alive?!!! 

One day, she came to the Prophet (^) seeking permission to 
have a caller to prayer {mu 'adh-dhin) in her house. He granted her 
that request and she made a seetion of her house praying area where 
she led some Muslim women of her family and her female relatives 
and friends who met in her house in prayer s. 

She was overwhelmed with happiness to see herself 
worshipping her Lord amidst a group of women around her whose 
ranks kept swelling every day and who constantly supplicated to 
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Allah and remembered Hiia 



She was not married, either di d she had any children. But she 
was not living alone in her big house, She had a housemaid and a 
male servant who served her. She treated them, like a mother would 
treat her children, affectionately and lovmgly. 

U nun Waraqah responded positively to the law of Allah. This 
should definitely be so since she was a truthful believer, given to 
ftequent observance of fast and night prayers. She sought her reward 
from Allah in the abode of the Hereafter. 

She made a will that if she died, the housemaid and the male 
servant should be set free* This action has brought joy t o the servant 
and the maid and they expccted the decrce of Allah upon thcir 
m i stres s, U min Waraqah! 

The Messenger of Allah (jg) died. And the mantle of 
Icadership of the Ummah fell on Abu Bakr (^). Then came Umar's 
turn, as the second caliph. 

Throughout this period, Unim Waraqah was still alive, aging, 
continuing in her acts of worship and keen to meet Allah as a pure 
Muslimah. 

She used to sleep very little in the night In the hours of 
darkness she would seek Allah's forgiveness and worship Him in 
humbleness. She would pray and recite the Quran unceasingly. 

One night, a ealler called, "Come to martyrdom, J Umin 
Waraqah! The time has come and your appointment with death is 
here! The earth k confined for you in spite of its vastness! What is 
with Allah is best and lasting! You certainly have neaniess to Allah 
and a good place of retum!" 

The announcer o f blessing and success has made his 
proclamation regarding Umin Waraqah. 
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S atari then sereamed into the ears o f the servant and the maid 
telling them, "It has been too long; what are you then waiting for? 
Come to freedom! lt is only Umra Waraqah's last hreaths that lie 
between you and your freedom, Come on!" 

So both of them stood up and strangled her to death. They then 
wrapped her in piece of cloth, put her at a side of the house and fled. 

The commander o f the faithful 'Umar G^>) woke up for Fajr 
prayen He observed something that attracted his attention, When h e 
finished from the prayer h e told people, "By Allah I did nol hear the 
recitation of my aunty Umm Waraqah last night!!" 

He then came t o her house in the company o f some people to 
see what had happened to her When they entered, they found no one 
and they did not hear any movement, 1 1 was then that 'Umar sensed 
that something unpleasant rmght have happened to her! 

And suddenly they found her wrapped in a piece of cloth - - dead! ! ! 

'Umar then said, "Allah and His Messenger said the truth!" 

And those who were with him echoed, "Allah and His Messenger 
said the truth!" 

We> who came centuries and generations after them are also 
saying, "Allah and His Messenger said the truth!" 

Umm Waraqah was eventually blessed with martyrdom! 

'Umarwent back to the mosque, ascended the pulp i t and brokc 
the news to the people, He then commanded that the two run-away 
servant s shouid be pursued and brought to justice, 

They were brought because they had not gone far from 
Madeenah. They confessed to their crime and they were ordered t o be 
cmcified, Allah ($g) says: 
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^The recompense o f those who wage war against Allah and His 
Messenger and do mischief in the land is only that they shall b e kilied 
or crucified or their hands and their feet be cut off from opposite 
sides, or be exiled from the land, That is their disgrace in this world, 
and a great torment is theirs in the Hereafter.j* (Quran 5: 33) 



Umm Kulthoom bint Uqbah 

May Allah be pleased with her! 



59 



A 



llah (f||) says 



bg*^ £W 4*\ &ym£l* <&&* ^*P j&md* H, && 4# ¥>-; 
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I^U qul\ l£b Qp ^ j^ 4tl o\ M & jJCJ^j <>4*U yj^ 

^0' you who believe! When believing women corne to yon as 
emigrants, examine tliem; Allah knows best as to their Faith, then If 
yon ascertain that they are true believers, send them not back to the 
disbelievers. They are not lawful [wives] for the disbelievers nor are 
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>he is a half 'Uthmin ibn 'Affin's half sister. 
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the disbelievers lawful [husbands] for them. But give the disbelievers 
that [amount of money] which they have spent [as their Mahr] to 
them* And there will be no sin on you to marry them if you have paid 
their Mahr to them. Likewise hold not the disbelieving women as 
wives, and ask for [the retum ofj that which you have spent [as Mahr] 
and let them [the disbelievers] ask back for that which they have 
spent, That is the Judgement o f Allah. H e judges between you. And 
Allah is All-Knowing, All-Wise, 

And if any of your wives have gone ftom you to the disbelievers [as 
apostates and you ask them to retum back your Mahr but they 
refliscd] — then you went out for a Ghazwah [military cxpedition] 
[against them and] gained booty; then pay from that booty to those 
whose wives have gone, the equivalent of what they had spent [on 
their Mahr]. And fear Allah in Whom you believe. 
O' Prophet! When believing women come to you to give you the 
Bay 'ah [pledge], that they will not associate anything in worship with 
Allah, that they will not steal, that they will not commit illegal sexual 
intercoursc, that they will not kill their children, that they will not 
utter slander, intentionally forging falsehood [Le. by making illegal 
children belonging to their husbands], and that they will not disobey 
you in Ma'roof [Islamic Monotheism and all that which Islam 
ordains], then accept their Bay 'ah [pledge], and ask Allah to forgive 
them, Veriiy, Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most MercifuL 
O* you who believe! Take not as friends the people who incurred the 
Wrath of Allah [i. e. the Jews]. Surely, they have despaired of 
[receiving any good in] the Hereafter, just as the disbelievers have 
despaired of those [buried] in graves [that they will not be resurreeted 
on the Day of Resurrection].> (Qur'an 60: 10-J3) 

Umm Kulthoom was a noble braneh from an ignoble tree, and 
a bird flying outside its floek. She was a fragrance exuding rose, 
surrounded by poisonous thorns! 
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Her father, 4 Uqbah ibn Abi al»Mu*eet was among the gang of 
sinful and evil men who waged war against A 11 ah 's Messenger (Ig) 
and against his calL He was in the group of Abu JahL Abu Lahab and 
Ubayy ibn Khalaf who were the leaders of disbetief, obstinacy, 
arrogance, aggression and injustice* 

Umm Kulthoom was the aUMumtahanah (the woman who 
was examined) after whom the Soorah was named. It was her case 
that prompted the revelation o f those clear verses, 

Her migration from Makkah to Madeenah and her being in the 
company of Allah 's Messenger (|f|) were a blessing in the sense that 
verses upon which laws that determine how the relationship between 
spouses, who follow different religions should be, are based. The 
verses also contain mles regarding women's pledge of allegiance to 
the Prophet (jg), among many other rules. 

Let us start with Umm Kulthoom Cugg») from the beginning. 

She was among the earliest Muslims in Makkah. She was in 
fact one of the veiy first Muslims, She was then unmarried, This 
pointed t o personal freedom and her pride in that, 

She was not among the weak and persecuted Muslims, for 
none among her relarives dared coerce her or inconvenience her. She 
was in contact with those who believed and stayed in Makkah for 
different purposes, 

The situation continued like this unti! the day of the Truce of 
Hudaybiyah, that was a decisive day for Umm Kulthoom in 
particular and a unique day for the Muslims in general 

When she knew of the articles and conditions of the truce, she 
realized that the truce offered her an opportunity for migration and 
joining Allah's Messenger {$£) and her fellow Muslims in 
Madeenah. So she set out 
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n Sa'd wrote 60 : 



"She was the first person to migrate to Madeenah after the Prophet's 
migration. We did not know of any Muslim Qurayshi woman who 
went out of her parents' house and migrated to Allah and His 
Messenger (m) exeept Umm Kulthoom. She went out of Makkah 
alone and she (later) travelled in the company of a man from Banu 
Khuza'ah tribe until she arrived at Madeenah. 

On her heels were her brothers, *Ammarah and al-Waleed. 
They arrived at Madeenah on the seeond day of her arrivaL They 
went to Allah 's Messenger Qj$ and told him, 'O' Muhammad, folfil 
your obligation to us!' 

They meant one of the eonditions of the truce that stipulated 
that he should send back anyone from among the Quraysh who came 
to him as a migrant, even if he was upon his religion. 

Umm Kulthoom immediately interjected, 'O' Messenger of 
Allah, lama woman. And women are naturally weak. I fear that (if I 
am sent back) they might tempt me in my religion and I might not be 
able to bear that' 

So, the Messenger of Allah (jg) rejected the argument of 
'Ammarah and al-Waleed. It was on this occasion that Allah revealed 
His saying, iO* you who believe! When believing women come to 
you as emigrants, examine themK" 

The examination did really take place but how? 

Ibn 'Abbas was asked about how the Messenger of Allah (j||) 
examined the women and he answered: "The Prophet (0) would 
examine them thus, *Tell me by Allah, did you migrate beeause you 
don't like your husband? Tell me by Allah, did you migrate just 



60 



In his famous work» ai~Tabaqat. 
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because you want to abandon a land for another? Tell me by Allah, 
did you migrate because of a material o f this world that you wish to 
attain? Tell me by Allah, you did not migrate but for your love for 
Allah and His Messenger?" 

Al-Bazzar narrated that the one who made the women swear 
on the order the Messenger of Allah (jg) was 'Umar ibu al-Khattab 



Umm Kulthoom was examined and she passed the examination! 

Her examination really consisted of many things. Some o f 
them perhaps took place on the day of the Truce of Hudaybiyah! 

In retrospection, we realized that the greatest test that faced 
Umm Kulthoom was the day her father, 'Uqbah ibn Abi Mu'eet was 
killed in captivity after the Battle of Badr, for he was taken a captive. 
When he was presented for execution, no ransom was accepted on his 
behalf, as a recompense for the evil he had committed against Allah 
and His Messenger (jg). He then asked the Prophet (0) in 
desperation, "Muhammad, Who will be there for the children?!" The 
Prophet ($g) replied, "Hell!" 

Perhaps, Umm Kulthoom wept when the news of her father's 
death reaehed her because he died a disbeliever Nevertheless, his 
death did not affect her faith and Islam, neither did it shake her at 

little bit. 

She did not migrate in order to escape from an oppressive husband! 

She did not migrate in search of a wealth! 

And she did not migrate in search o f worldly material she could get or 
a husband she could marry! 

Umm Kulthoom belonged t o the Banu Umayyah tribe, one of 
the leading tribes o f Quraysh, She was of noble birth, yet she was 
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pleased to many a freed slave, Zayd ibn Harithah. This was her first 
marriage after her migration, She then married Zubayr ibn ' Awwam 
for whom she had a daughter named Zaynab after the martyrdom of 
Zayd in the Battle o f Mu'tah. She was later widowed by the death of 

Zubayr. 

After the death of Allah *s Messenger (0), she married 
'Abdur- Rahman, ibn £ Awf, m accordance with the Prophet's 
instructiom This is evidenced by a narration reported by Ibn Mandah 
that 'Umar ibn al-Khattab told Umm Kulthoom, "Did the Messenger 
of Allah (^|) ask you to many the leader of the Muslims, ' Abdur- 
Rahman ibn f Awf?" And that she answered in the affirmative, 

She had for 'Abdur-Rahman his two sons, Humayd and 
Ibraheem, When 'Abdur-Rahman also died, ' Amr ibn al-'As married 

m ' * 

her. But she died only a month after this marriage. 

Her repeated marriages after Zayd 5 s martyrdom indicate that 
she was much sought after because of her religiosity> good morals 
and high status. This is in addition to the Arabs' custom of showing 
sense o f obligation to a deceased friend by marrying his widows. 

As for the Prophet's saying, "Marry the leader of the Muslims, 
4 Abdur-Rahman ibn 6 Awf \ it might be an emotional consolation for 
her t o many a leader after she had married a freed slave. Allah knows 
best 

The < Examined Woman*, UmmKulthoom opened — - with this 
incidence — a number of chapters for Islamic legal rules and 
principles of law by which social relationships could b e arranged and 
put in order in the best and perfect form, This is a manifestation of 
Allah *s favour upon her and upon all Muslims, without being unjust 
to or being biased against anyone. Ali praise is due to Allah Lord of 
all the worlds. 



Umm Sulaym bint Milhan 

May Allah be pleased with her! 



I 



alking about Umni Sulaym i s multidimensional. Tncidences 
relating to her being around the Prophet (jgg) are many. But at! 
revolved around onc thing: her love for Allah and His Messenger 

GBD- 

It is in the context of this great love that it can be easy for us to 
diseuss the personality of Umm Sulaym and cast light on her 
qualities. 

While we are presenting her history — with due humility and 
respect — we beseech Allah to inspire our Muslim women with the 
pure spirit of Umm Sulaym so that they can arise from the abyss of 
stagnation and indolence to a high ground, a place of rest, security 
and flowing streams. Then the women, who are the half of the 
soeicty, will no longer remain a captive who indulge in blind 
imitation and folio w desir e. 

Umm Sulaym was an Ansari woman from Madeenah. She 
embraced Islam with the earliest Muslims. The historians greatly 
disagree on her real name, Some said hername is Sahlah, some said it 
is Rumayiah, some said it is Rumaythah^ some said it Maleekah and 
some said it is Ghumaysd* or Rumaysah\ 

Pcrhaps, this great difTerence in her name was caused by the 
popuiarity of her niekname, Umm Sulaym. 
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When Umm Sulaym embraced Islam she was married to Malik 
ibn Nadr who disagreed with her and continued in his polytheism, 
having blocked his own heart from guidance and his eyes from the 
light of Islam. This led to their separation, 

That was the first stand of Umm Sulaym after she embraced 
Islam. The love of Allah and His Messenger was more precious than 
the love for marital and family relations, even if the person concerned 
was a closest relative and the father of the only son, Anas. 

Malik did not only divorce his wife, Umm Sulaym. He also left 
Madeenah. It was unbearable for him to eontinue living in Madeenah 
with the Messenger of Allah (M), So he headed for Syria where he 
died after a short while, as a lonely refugee. He was not only exiled 
from his homeland, but also from Allah's mercy. 

This stand of Malik reminds me of a saying of Allah's 
Messenger (jgg), "Indeed, Madeenah expels (bad) persons as a 
furnace removes the impurities of iron." 61 The Messenger of Allah 
tf) said the truth. 



And Umm Sulaym proeeeded in her way to Allah. If every 
step she took and every progress she made indieated anythmg, it is no 
more than her overwhelming love for Allah and her attainment of the 
highest degree in that. 

After her divorce from Malik and his departure for exile, Abu 
Talhah al-Ansari came to ask for her hand in marriage. He was then 
still on his polytheism and paganism, 

What was the response of Umm Sulaym, who preferred the 
love of Allah and His Messenger above the love of husband and the 
father of the only child? 



61 Bukhari. 
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She said i n the peak o f conditions of faith and certainty, "Abu 
Talhah, didn't you know that your deity that you worship grow ironi 
the earth?" He answered iri the affirmative. She said, "Are you then 
not ashamed of worshipping a tree?" 

After this severe rebuke and outright disparaging of the 
wooden deity, without fearing Abu Talhah who was known for his 
bravery, strength and position among his people, Umm Suiaym then 
spoke gently and said, "I have embraced Islam and I do not wan t any 
saddg (bridal gift) more than your acceptance of Islam," 

Abu Talliah said, "Let mc think over it" 

He came back after a while and said, "I testify that there is no 
deity worthy of worship except Allah and I testify that Muhammad is 
the Messenger of Allah!" 

Umm Suiaym then told her son Anas who had not yet reached 
puberty, "Anas, give (me) in marriage to Abu Talhah," And the 
marriage took place, 

Umm Suiaym was the first Muslim woman to accept a suitor's 
embrace of Islam as mahr (bridal money). This was a new 
memorable and commendable tren d, and it is one of stances recorded 
in Umm Sulaym's great and glorious record. It is undoubtedly a 
manifestation of the great love she had for Allah and His Messenger 

(Sg). 

The spring of pure love continued to gush out copiously, 
glowingly and cleanly. She brought her son, Anas who was only a 
ten-year old boy to the Messenger of Allah (0) and said, "O' Allah 's 
Messenger! This is Anas, I brought him to serve you!" 

The Messenger of Allah (0) excellently received him and 
accepted him into his household. 
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Anas remained with the Messenger of Allah <jg|) serving him 
for the ten years the Prophet spent in Madeenah, after he migrated 
there until he died. Never did he leave his eompany whether he was at 
home or on a joumey. No wonder that he was able to grasp many 
hadiths about the Prophef s situations, deeds and sayings. He was m 
fact, an authority and a treasure of this great knowledge. 

This also was a manifestation of the great love for Allah and 
His Messenger (£g) that overwhelmed the life of this eminent woman 
ever since she accepted Islam until she died. 

Milhin's house which was the home of Umrn Sulaym and 
Umm Haram was the only house that the Prophet ($|g) used to enter 
besides the apartments of his wives. That may have a reason. Anas 
gave this reason when he said, 6 The Prophet (gj|) would visit Umm 
Sulaym who would present him with something she specially made 
for him/* He added, "The Messenger of Allah (jgjg) did not use to 
enter any house except that of Umm Sulaym — and of course, those 
of his wives. When he was asked of that he said, "Her brother was 
killed while he was fighting on my side." 

Ibn Hajar said in al-Isdbah 62 : "And I said, *The reason for his 
visiting of Umm Haram and her sister, Umm Sulaym is that the two 
sisters lived in the same apartment" 

Dear reader, this kind of visit that gives members of the 
household a delight because of the presence of Allah's Messenger 
(IH) used to take place, of course, in the presence of mahrams. 63 For, 
it is illogical that the Prophet of mercy, guidance, excellent morals 
and pure laws could have visited women who were not members of 
his household in the absence of theii mahrams. He was always as 



62 AUsabah, voi 4, p. 442. 

63 A mahram is a woman's husband or a male member of her family with 
whom marriage is permanently forbidden like her father, brother, unele, etc. 
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described by Allah 

^Indeed in the Messenger o f Allah [Muhammad] yon have a good 
example to follow for hitn who hopes for [the Meeting with] Allah 
and the Last Day, and remembers Allah rnucb.^ (Qur'an 33: 21) 

From this great love tbat abounds in Umm Sulaym 's school we 
learn a new lesson — and how many are her lessons! It is a lesson 
that is full of cognizance and unders tanding o f fundamental s of 
marital relationship that is built on tranquillity, love and affectioiL 
Allah (||) says: 






%, „ 






s*s 




*{And araong His Signs is this, that He creatcd for you wives from 
among yourselves, that yon may find repose in the m, and He has put 
betwecn you affection and mercy.„fc (Qur f an 30: 21) 

Tt is authentically reported tbat a son of her s bom to Abu 
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On the following day, the Messenger of Allah (m) went to 
perform his prayers as usual and the Quraysh men were there in the 
vicinity of the Sacred Mosque waiting for what Abu Jahl would do. 
When the Messenger of Allah (gg) prostrated, Abu Jahl carried the 
rock and headed for where the Prophet (m) was praying. When he 
came close to him, he retreated in defeat and terror, The rock then 
dropped off his hands. Some men among the Quraysh went to him 
and asked him, "What's wrong with you, Abu al-Hakam?!' 5 He said, 
"I aimed at doing what I promised you to do, but when I moved close 
to him a large male camel accosted me. By Allah, I have not seen the 
like of it. It really wanted to eat me! " 

When that was mentioned to the Messenger of Allah (jgg) he 
said, "That was angel Gabriel. If he had moved closer he would have 



5 J 



After a while, Khadeejah, the loving mother died; and soon 
after, Abu Talib, the Prophet's affectionate uncle died, 

Then the Quraysh were overwhelmed by their ignorance and 
polytheism; and they mercilessly persecuted the Prophet (m) and his 
followers. Zaynab's heart was severely pained by this new spate of 
persecution against her father and his Companions* 

Migration 

Zaynab woke up one morning to hear that the Quraysh were in 
pursuit of the Messenger of Allah (jjg§) who had left Makkah for 
Yathrib (Madeenah) as an emigran! When she heard of his safe 
arrival there she was happy. 

After some days, an envoy 76 came from Yathrib and accompanied 



76 



His name is Zayd ibn Harithah. 
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Zaynab *s other two sisters, Umm Kulthoom and Fatimah to 
Madeenah. Zaynab remajned in Makkah m her husband's house 
waiting for Allah 's decision conceming her situation. 

Day of Criterion 

Allah (jji) says: 

iliiitj & jcg j£T ii« *^iT £l>j_5 ^£ft .wl^ij ** r >^=»j ^ 

^They ask you conceming fighting in the Sacred Months [i.e, Ist, 
7th> tlth and 12th months of the Islamic calendar]. Say, Tighting 
therein is a great [transgression] but a greater [transgression] with 
Allah is to prevent mankind from following the Way of Allah, to 
disbelieve in Him, to prevent access to al-Masjid-al- Haram [at 
Makkah], and to drive out its inhabitants, and al-Fitnah is worse than 
kffling.. J {Qur'an 2: 217) 

He, the Exalted, Almighty also says: 






^Permission to tlght [against disbelievers] is given to those 
[believers] who are fought against, because they ha v e been wronged; 
and surely, Allah is Able to give them [believers] victory. Those who 
have been expelled from their homes unjustly only because they said, 
Our Lord is Allah'. J (Qur'an 22: 39-40) 
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Before the Battle of Badr that took place on the 17^ of 
Ramadan 2 AM,, there was a skirmish between a company of 
Muslim army imder the leadership of *Abdullah ibn Jahsh and a 
group of Quraysh polytheists. Diiring this encounter, Wafid ibn 
' Abdullah at-Tarneemi shot Ibn al-Hadrarni with an arrow and killed 
him* The matter between the two sides almost led to a full-fledged 
war but the timely intervention of Majdi ibn 4 Amr prevented that. So 
the two sides signed a tnice. 

Still yet, the Quraysh capitalized on this incidence and started 
spreading it among the tribes that Muhammad (0) was violating the 
sacredness of the holy months through blood shedding and stirring 
up the fire of war, 

It is on account of the above that Allah revealed His saying, 
^They ask yon conceming fighting in the Sacred Months,, ,J» 

This was then followed by the permission to fight Allah says ? 
^Permission to fight [against disbelievers] is given to those [believers] 
who are fought against, because they have been wrongedj*. 

Then the Messenger o f Allah (^) was infonned of the return 
of a Quraysh caravan from Syria nnder the leadership of Abu Sufiyan 
carrying different kinds of wares. 

The Prophet (0) ealled upon his Companions to set out and 
accost the caravan telling them that perhaps Allah would make them 
win it as booty. 

They set out from Madeenah in a group o f about three hundred 
men. They had with them no more than seventy camels which they 
rode in turn. They had only two horses, one of which belonged to 
Zubayr ibn al- 6 Awwam and the other belonged to Miqdad ibn 4 Amr. 

When they approached Badr — which was a small village that 
had palm trees and water — the Messenger of Allah (jj|) realized that 
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Abu Sufiyan had known the Muslims' departure from Madeenah to 
accost h im and his caravan. So he took another way that was nearer to 
the coast, thcreby escaping with his caravan. 

The Prophet (0) was also informed that Abu Sufiyan had sen t 
a message to the Quraysh, seeking remforcement. He sent Damdam 
ibn ( Amr to tctl the Quraysh that Muhammad and his Companions 
had departed from Madeenah with the inten.ti.on of prevailing over the 
caravan with all its wares and all its men. 

When Damdam arrived at Makkah, he cried out from atop the 
mountain of Abud Qubays to the Quraysh that they should rescue 
their property bcfore Muhammad was able io prevail upon it. He 
screamed, "The caravan! The caravan! O 1 Quraysh!" 

The whole o f Quraysh rose up to the c all o f Abu Sufiyan and rescued 
their wares. The fully-equtpped reinforcement was led by Abu Jahl 

The Messenger of Aliah (|gp then consulted his Companions 
conceming tiris new development He wanted to know their views. 
They had come out in order to accost the caravan and prevail upon it 
and all that it carried of wealth. But now the situation had changed, 
They were now in front of a Quraysh legion that had up to one 
thousand fighters, What should they do? 

The first minister and the most trusted adviser, Abu Bakr ( 4 ^) 
was the first to talk and he talked appropriately, Then 'Umar talked 
and did so exceliently. Then Sa'd ibn Mu'adh, the Ansari chief 
talked. He said: 

"Allah 's Messenger! We believed in you and accepted your word as 
the truth. We testified that what you brought is the truth, and it was 
upon that that we gave you our covenants and pledges. Proceed to do 
whatever is shown to you by Allah. B y Allah, if you marched with us 
to the farthest place on the earth we would folio w you, and no man 
from among us would stay behind, We exercise patience in war and 
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we are sincere in our fight whenever we confront the enemy. Perhaps, 
Allah will show to you in us what will raake you happy*" 

Then Miqdad talked and said: 

"Messenger of Allah! Carry on with whatever Allah reveals to you. 
By Allah, if you take us to this sea and you embarked on it, we shall 
definitely do so with you. By Allah, we will not say what the children 
of Israel said to Moses, ( You, and y our Lord, go and fight. We shall 
remain here/ We will rather say ? s Go, you and your Lord, and fight, 
we shall fight along with you/" 

The opinion and the war 

The Messenger of Allah (jg) was pleased with what he heard. 
So he continued his march along with the Muslims to Badi\ They 
camped there waiting for the arrival of the Quraysh who had already 
been there before the Muslims. 

Hubab ibn al-Mundhir then came and addressed the Prophet 
saying, "Messenger of Allah! Was there any revelation from Allah 
that commanded us t o camp m this particular place and not to move 
elsewhere or is the matter subject to opinion, war and strategies?" 
The Prophet answered that the matter was subject t o opinion, war and 
strategi 

Hubab then said: "If that is the case, we should then move to 
another place where there is water so that we can be the ones who 
will be close to it, and we can drink and give drink to our animals 
while our enemies will not have that opportunity." 



The Messenger o f Allah (jg) agreed with the opinion of 
Hubab and did as he said. They then erected something like a pond 
around the water. Then they were ready to meet the expected enemy. 
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Abu al-'As the captive! 

Abu al~ 6 A$ had set out m the company of Quraysh in their 
mobilization to protect their wares threatened by the Muslims. A 
fight ensued, the Muslims won and Abu al-'As fell captive at the 
hands of Muslims* 

Whcn the captives were paraded before the Messenger o f 
Allah (jjgj), he took Abu al-* As aside and told those who were holding 
him ? "Treat the captives welL" 

Zaynab was in an unenviable position. When it was time t o 
ransom the captives, she wanted her husband to be rcturned to her, 
arousing by that the concern of her great father, She brought out from 
her clothes and jewellery box a necklace that used to be her mother's 
and which she presented t o her as a gift on her wedding day. She gave 
this necklace to her husband's brother, 'Amr ibn Rabee 4 so that he 
could present it as ransom for her husband. 

As soon as the Messenger of Allah (-£§) saw that necklace, he 
had a feeling of extreme compassion and his heart palpitated for the 
great memory. 

The Companions who were present there gazed in amazement 
having being captivated by the magnificence o f the situaiion, 

After a long silence, the Messenger of Allah (j||) addressed his 
Companions, who were holding Zaynab* s husband, "If you can 
release her captive to her and retum her property (the necklace) to 
her, do so/' 

They all said, "Yes, we will do so, Messenger of Allah!" 
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The separation 

But the Messenger of Allah (JH) requested Abu aP As to send 
Zaynab to him because Islam had already separated between them. 
And he swore a pledge that he would do so, 

A. 

Abu al- 4 As retumed to Makkah, and his wife was very happy 
to have him back. But sorrow and distress could be seen all over his 
fece. 

He told his wife, "Zaynab, 1 come here to bid you farewelL" 
And he told her of the pledge he had sworn to his father that he would 
sent her to him, 

Zaynab reluctantly departed Makkah and bade Abu al-'As an 
emotional farewell He told her, "Zaynab, whatever happens, I shall 
always love you as long as I Hve. Your ghost shall forever continue to 
fiil this house that had witnessed the sweetest and the most pleasant 
days of our Hfe." 

Zaynab wiped off her flowtng tears and went away. 

The Quraysh aeeostcd her on her way out and retumed her 
back to Makkah, She was terrified by what had happened- And she 
was pregnant S o she started bleeding until this led her to miscany 
Abu al-'As gave her protection in his house and took care of her until 
she regained some of her health and strength, 

One day, he seized upon Quraysh's inattention and sent her out 
of Makkah in the company o f his brother Kinanah until she was 
safely brought to the Messenger of Allah (jg). 

Kinanah retumed to Makkah reciting poetic verses whose 
meaning is as follows: 
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"I wonder how Habbar and some riffraff of his people, wanting to 
prevent me ftom guarding Muhammad 's daughter, 

I do not mind their multitude as long as I live and I could have my 
hand on my sword." 

Captive once again! 

Abu aI-*As travelled t o Syria with a Quraysh caravan. When 
information reached the Messenger of Allah (0) that the caravan 
was on its way back from Syria, he sertt Zayd ibn Harithah, in the 
company of one hundred and seventy riders to accost it They met the 
caravan at a place caiied £ Ees, on Jumadah ai-Oola, year 6 A.H. They 
prevailed upon it and relumed to Madeenah taking those who were 
guarding the caravan as captlves. 

As for Abu al-* As, he was able to escape, seeking refuge in the 
house of his forrner wife, Zaynab who gave him refiige. 1 1 was in the 
night. 

When the Messenger of Allah (jg?) fmished the Fajr prayer, 
Zaynab stood up and called out interceding on behalf of her former 
husband: 

"I have given protection to Abu al- 4 As ibn RabeeT' 

The Messenger of Allah (sg) said> "O' people, did you hear what I 
have just heard?" The people answered in the affirmative. He then 
said, "I swear by Him in Whose Hand is my life, I knew nothing of 
this matter until I heard what you have also heard now," And he 
added, "The Muslims are like one hand against those who are outside 
their community and the lowest of the Muslims is entitled to give 
protection on behalf of the rest of his co-Muslims. So we give 
protection to she had given protection." 
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When the Messenger of Allah (s||) retumed home, his 
daughter Zaynab came to him and requested that Abu ai- 4 As should 
b e given back what was taken from him, He agreed but warned her 
that she should not allow him have any marital intercourse with her 
because she was not lawful for him as long as he was still a 
poiytheist 

How did he escape to Zaynab? 

After those who were with him have been either killed or 
captured, Abu al- £ As could no longer face the situation. He used the 
cover of the night to escape unto what looked like a bush of heavily- 
branched trees and hid there. He remained motionless and even tried 
to hold his breath so that dogs would not hear him, He stayed there i n 
a chilling cold, fearing what might be his fate. While he was there, his 
disturbed heart was longing for the beloved Zaynab; Zaynab without 
whom he had knew no happiness, security or peace o f min d- 

He thought of what to do after a part of the night had gone. The 
Muslims who had attacked him, kiiled his cornpanions and prevailed 
over their property had left the place after giving up the hope of 
finding him. 

What should he do now? Should he come out of his hiding 
place and head for Makkah alone with no provision and animal to 
ride on? Or should he go to the house o f Zaynab, the beloved and 
dutiftil former wife who would never refuse to give him shelter and 
protection? 

He was overwhelmed by love and sincere feelings, So he 
sneaked to her house under the cover of the night and knocked at her 
door, The throbbing of his disturbed heart could be heard louder than 
his knocking of the door 
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Zaynab woke up in fear wondering about who could be 
knocking at her doorat this hour o f the night. She asked to know who 

was at the door and the voice was a recognised one: It was humming, 

f, 

fearfiil and shaking voice of Abu al- 4 As! 

She opened the door and met her beioved husband!!! 

But in this meeting, it were the eyes that tatked rather than the 
tongues; it were the hearts that shook one another rather than the 
hands and i t were the souls that embraced one another rather than the 
bodies. And the eyes shed plentiful tears, 

Zaynab brought Abu al-*As in, fed him ? offered him a seat and 
gave him all that could make him comfoitable and relaxed. In spite of 
having regained some peace o f mind. Abu al-'As was still anxious 
and afraid, and he could utter only few words, 

Zaynab knew that he had come to seek her protection and 
shelter and to intereede with her father on his behalf. She assured him 
that, if Allah willed, she would do what would alleviate his sufferings 
and doubts, 

Dear readers, we should not miss a commentary on this incidence. 

When Abu aPAs felt that he could attairt security in 
Madeenah and that the Messenger of Ailah (jg|) had provided refuge 
and shelter to htm, and he experienced the quality of magnanimity 
and truthiulness that Islam possessed, he realised that the blind state 
of Lgnorance in which he was living had misled for a long time. 

He also realised that Zaynab 's love for him and his iove for her 
was firm-rooted in the hearts of both of them, 

When he realised all this, he wanted to enter into the fold of 
this pure religion willingly, not out of coercion. He wanted to 
proclaim his acceptance of Islam, but,,. 
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It was over this 4 but' that Abu ai-'As pondered a little. His 
Arab gallantry and tribal pride swirled up in him, So he confided i t to 
himself that he would not allow his proclamation of Islam to be 
attributed to any influence or pressure. He would not wan t anyone in 
Makkah t o claim that he accepted Islam for the love of this life and 
fear o f death or anything, 

He resolved to proclaim his Islam in the assemblies of Makkah 
and in front of all and sundry» 

There was other issue that attracted his concern: He had 
properties of people in his trust If he remained in Madeenah and 
announced his Islam there, people would say that he wanted to 
escape from giving the trusts to whom they were due. And this is 
what his sense of honour would not pennit 

Therefore, he retumed to Makkah, retumed the trusts to whom 
they were due and then proclaimed his Islam in the assembly o f 
Quraysh and in the presence of many people. He did so in a dignified 
and honoured manner, After that, he went to Madeenah as a Muslim 
and an immigrant 

Upon his arrival at Madeenah, the Messenger o f Allah (0) 
gave back Zaynab to him. The happy reunion took place and the 
marriage contraet was completed anew. The happiness and prosperity 
with which the house was known before thcn retumed, 

The final separation 

For a whole year afterwards, the two loving couples lived in 
Madeenah in happiness and contentment Then came the eternal 
separation after which there is no reunion except in the abode of the 
Hereafter. Zaynab died at the beginning of the 5* year of Hijrah from 
complications of haemorrhage which she had been suff ering from 
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since her rnigration. 

Abu al-* As shed hot tears because of her death and drove those 
who were around him to tears. 

The Messenger of Allah Ojg) came with eyes> full of tears and 
a heart fiill of sorrow, Zaynah 's death reminded him of the death of 
his wife, Khadeejah, 

He tol d the women, who gathered around Zaynab's corpse, 
"Wash her three times and use the camphor in the third wash.* 5 

He performed funeral prayers on her and folio wed her final 
resting place. 

Abu aP As retumed to his children, 'Ali and Umamah kissing 
them and wetting them with his tears and remembering the fiice of his 
departed darling. 

May Allah b e pleased with Zaynab, the Prophet's daughter! 
May He reward her with Paradise for her patience, endurance and 

struggle! 



Ruqayyah, the Lady of 
Two Migrations 

May Allah be pleased with her! 



W, 



hen Allah revealed His noble word, ^And warn your 
tribe of near kindred^ Allah's Messenger (j||) went out, and when he 
had ascended as-Safa Mountaia, he shouted, "Wa SabdhdhV* The 
people said 7 "Who is thal?" Then they gathered around him, 
whereupon he said> "Do you see? Tf I inform you tliat cavalrymen arc 
proceeding up the side of this mountain, will you believe rae?" They 
said, "We have never heard you telling a lie," Then he said, "I am a 
plain wamer to you of a coming severe punishment. " Abu Lahab 
said, "May you perish! You gathered us only for this reason?*' Then 
Abu Lahab went away, So Allah ($g) revealed His words: 

*£&> s s C, x s* M** J- *' '*A r> ££± f* "\ t rw '<"^\ 

LlJ i^ . ^= > L^j .^JL» aj^ /#£•! U Cy i^Jj ±^4) <J* i~U C~J* 

U-u^ j rTj wJ*>JI iluJi- ^1^1, fTI ^Jb cAs Lb 'LaL-> 



^Perish the two hands of Abu Lahab [an uncle of the Prophet] and 

perish he! His wealth and his children will not benefit him! He will be 
burat in a Fire of blazing flames! And his wife, too, who carries wood 
[thorns oiSaddn which she used t o put on the way of the Prophet or 
used to slander him]. In her neck is a twisted rope ofMasad [palm 
fiber] J (Qur'an 111: 1-5) 
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The Ansari poet has the following to say about the rope of Abu 
Lahab's wife: 



"What it i s this rope that all the people see in the middle of Hell and 

which is not hidden to anyone? 
Ali other ropes are made of animal fiir, but the rope of Abu Lahab's 

vvifc is made of palm fiber." 

When Umm Jameel — Abu Lahab's wife — heard of these 
verses that Allah revealcd about her and her husband, she came to the 
Messenger of Allah [0) while he was sitting down in the mosque in 
the vicinity of the Ka'bah with Abu Bakr beside him, She was 
holding a small rock When she approached them with the intention 
of harming the Prophet ($gg), Allah blinded her from seeing His 
Messenger And she could see none but only Abu Bakr 

She angrily said, "Abu Bakr, where is your companion? I was 
told that he was disparaging me. By Allah, i f I had found him I would 
have struck his mouth with this rock» By Allah, I am a poetess, She 
then recited a poetic verse to deride the Prophet (^) whose meaning 
is as follows: 

tl We disobey Mudhammam (which is the opposite meaning of the 

Prophet's name, Muhammad); 
we rejected his affair and we renounce his religion." 

She then went away. 

Thereupon Abu Bakr said, "Messenger of Allah, do you thitik 
that she saw you?" The Prophet (0) replied, "She did not see me, 
Allah blinded her eyes from seeing me," 

Allah, the Exalted had been protecting His Messenger and the 
believers who followed him. Though the Muslims were bodily 
persecuted by the Quraysh, this persecution failed to affect their faith, 
their hearts and their resoluteness. 
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The above is just a preamble to our discussion about Ruqayyah 
and Umm Kulthoom respectively. 

Ruqayyah was born after her sister Zaynab. She was also a 

source of happiness for hcr noble parents. 

Soon afterwards, Umm Kulthoom was bom, and both of them 
grew together as i f they were twin& 

Their closeness to one another greatly increased especially 
since their eldest sister, Zaynab had married and moved to her 
matrimonial home. They then became ever more closed and more 
attached to each other It is as if both of them had been destined for 
the same fate from the beginning to the end, 

The books o f Seerah testified to this unique closeness that was 
between them, for, atl historical narrations agreed on the fact that the 
two noble sisters - Ruqayyah and Umm Kulthoom — shared almost 
everything in commom 

After Zaynab had been married to Abu al-'As ibn Rabee' and 
Ruqayyah and Umm Kulthoom neared marriage age. Abu Talib, 
Prophet's iracle came to him seeking the hands of the two g iris i n 
marriage to sons of his brother, 'Abdul-*Uzza ibn 'Abdul-Muttalib, 
otherwise known as Abu Lahab. 

Abu Talib said, "We came to ask for the hands of our 
daughters, Ruqayyah and Umm Kulthoom in marriage, We hope that 
yon will not make their marriage dilTicult to your cousins, 'Utbah and 
'Utaybah sons of ^Abdul-'Uzzi" 

The Messenger o f Allah (^|) responded, "Uncle, can you 
please give me some time so that I can talk to my daughters?" 

The Prophet (0) proposed the matter to his family, his wife 
and her daughters, the concemed ones. 
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Khadeejah remained silent for sometime, pondering. She 
knew Umm Jameel — the wife of Abu Lahab and the mother o f 
Utbah and 'Utaybah — very well She knew that she was hard- 
hearted and brutal She knew that she was sharp-tongued, foolishly 
pompous and utterly reckless, Therefore, she w T as concemed about 
the girls and she would not like to surrcnder them to this heated 
atmosphere that was filled with rancour, hatred and evil conduct 

But she feared that i f she expressed her opinion, she would 
annoy her husband and make him think that she wanted to destroy 
ties o f kinship that was bctween him and his family, So she remained 
silent, The two girls also kept silent diffidently and did not utter a 
word in reply. The die was then cast 

The marriage contract took place in an atmosphere mbced with 
anxiety. The affectionate father invoked blessing on his daughters 
and left them in the care of Allah. 

In Makkah, a light gleamed that illuminated the city and 
removed its darkness. That was when Muhammad (s|g) was 
commissioned a Prophet and a Messenger of light and guidance, 

Khadeejah remembered her daughters, Ruqayyah and Umm 
Kulthoom and what their fate was likely going to be atthe hand of the 
wicked Umm Jameel and her compliant husband- 

The Quraysh met and conspired on how to deal with 
Muhammad (j||)> One of them said: "You have saved Muhammad 
from his distress, Send his daughters back to him and keep him 
preoccupied with them!" 

Abu Lahab obliged and cancelled his s ons' marriage t o the 
Prophet 's daughters, He told his two sons: 'T am going to denounce 
you unless you have divorce Muhammad's daughters P' 



Women aro und the Messenger 277 

Tliough the marriage had not yet been consummated, the two young 
ladies returned t o their fathers house with great distress and sorrow. 

Abu Lahab and his wife, the wood-carrier, did not stop at 
bothering o f the Muslims and hanning them; they also extremely hurt 
the Prophet (|g). 

Abu Lahab would always attack the Prophet (jg§) at every 
gathering and on the road> He would abuse and insult him without 
having the least feeling of blood relations. This is because; Allah had 
removed all senses o f goodness and righteousness from his heart and 
from the heart of his vicious wife, w T ho used collect harmful thoms 
and throw them on the Messenger 's way in order to demonstrate how 
evil-hearted and immoral she was. 

'The era of sleep is over> O' Khadeejah!" The Prophet ($0 
announced to his loving and sincere wife. The vicious attack against 
him and liis Compamons had been intensi fied, especially against the 
weak ones, 

In fact, the two young ladies felt a fundamental change in the 
house. Their house was now surrounded with cruelty from all angles. 
It had become the main target of persecution, torment and mocking, 
Smile of happiness had disappeared from its air 

These two ladies endured the situation with their parents, doing s o as 
an act of worship for Allah, They bore it w T ith perseverance, in the 
cause of Allah, pains, hardship and sacriflce. And they were refined 
by this tribulation. 

The best two persons who met each other 
were Ruqayyah and her husband, Uthman 

The Quraysh were utterly disappointed! 
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The Messenger of Allah (0) did not grieve because of his 
daughters that were seni back to him for Allah soon compensated him 
with a husband who was better than the first two husbands, He 
compensated him with a righteous, dignified, gracious, highbom, 
abundantiy rich and amiable husband who was very bashfiil. The 
person was 'Uthman ibn 'Affan ibn Abu al- 4 As i bn 'Abd Shams. 

TJtbman was one of the most gracious Quraysh youths in 
terms of lineage, prestige and wealth, 

The Quraysh mothers had a well-known lullaby they sung for 
their children. The lullaby revolved around 4 Uthman. lt mcans: 

"By Allah, I love you as the Quraysh love *Uthraan." 

But when the Messenger of Allah (jg;) gave his daughter, Ruqayyah 
to 'Uthman in marriage the lullaby changed to what means: 

"The best two person s who met each other were Ruqayyah and her 
husband, 'Uthman/' 

lt was a traditional song that was on e very tongue that was free 
of malice and hatred and uttered nothing but the truth, 

Az-Zubayr reported in a hadith that the Messenger of Allah 
(^g) sent a man with a gift to 'Uthman and Ruqayyah* The man then 
came back late. The Messenger of Allah (^g) told the man, "Do you 
want me to informyou about what delayed you?" The man answered 
i s the affinnative. The Prophet (0) then said, "You stood there 
looking at 'Uthman and Ruqayyah admiring their beauty." 

The first migration 

When the Quraysh' s persecution of the Muslims intensified, 
the Messenger of Allah (j||) perniitted his Companions to migrate to 
Abyssinia in order to escape with their religi on so that they would not 
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be tempted. He told them: 



"If 011 ly you could go t o Aby ssinia, for there is a king there who does 
not allow that anyone should be wronged in his presence. And it is 
the land o f truth, If only you could go there until Allah pro vide a way 
out for you," 

'Uthraan migrated in the cornpany of his weeping, afraid and 
agonised wifc, Ruqayyah. 

She hugged her father, mother and sisters almost choking with 
sorrow and distress, 'Uthman was also grave-faced and sad. 

His persevering and believing wife looked at him and told him 
reassuringly, "Allah is indeed with us and with those we are leaving 
behind in the vicinity of the Ancient Housc/' 

It is very appropriate, when we talk about migration to 
Aby ssinia, to do so in detail; in terms o f the land 's farness from the 
homeland, in terms of the emigrants' period of stay there and in terms 
of incidences that happened to them there. Ali this needs some 
elaboration in the light of the personality o f Ruqayyah, the Prophet's 
daughter. 

The emigrants departed Makkah for Jeddah sea coast It was 
from there that they boarded a sailship to Abyssinian sea coast. They 
disembarked at the shore and they moved in one group t o the inland 
until they arrrved at the palace of king Negus. They infonned him of 
their migration to his land and their refugee status. 

The distant between Makkah and Aby ssinia was not short! 
There are, between the two lands, dr> r sand» seorehing sun, deep sea 
and deserts and jungles* In addition to its farness, the road was also 
intractable and full of hardships. 

This had made some emigrants fail ill and some of them 
almost perished, all in the cause of Allah. 
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When the Quraysh knew of the Musikus' place of refiige and 

stay, they sen t after theni a delegation to disrupt their stay. 

^ 

This delegation was led by 'Amr ibn al-'As and 'Abdullah ibn 

Abi Rabee'ah. 'Amr was a close friend of the Negus. He would visi t 

him every now and then and bring gifts to him. 

'Arar brought with him some valuable gifts for his friend the 
Negus, especially the tanned leather which the latter so much loved 
and would want to have, * Amr hoped that this would make the Negus 
responded favourably to his demand. 

When 'Amr and his companions arrived at Abyssinia, they 
immediately made for the palace of his friend, the Negus. 'Amr 
entered and presented the gifts to him, and the Negus was very happy 
with the gifts and gave his old Arab friend a rousing welcome, 

Then 'Amr talked and announced in the presence of the Negus 
that he had come to repatriate the Quraysh people who had escaped 
there from Makkah because they followed a religion that was 
different from their fathers' and disrupt ed their own people's lives. 
He added that it was necessary that a just punishment be meted out to 
them for what the evils they had perpetrated. 

The Negus, however, rejected the demand because he was a 
king that respected himself and his covenant and he was a just ruler 
who did not condone injustice o r persecution. He di d not neglect the 
lives of any people whom he had given a promise of protection, 

'Amr felt inconvenienced; and disappointed and being an 
expert in machinations and trickery, he informed the Negus these 
Quraysh men who had abandoned the religion o f their ancestors were 
saying something abon t Jesns and his mother, Mary that Christian 
doctrine would not agree with. 
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It was then that the Negus became very angry and asked his 
men to bring the fugitive Arab s to his court s o that he could listen to 
their defence. He decided that i f *Amr*s accusation was true, he 
would surrender the fugitives to him, 

When the guards canie to the Muslim camps and demanded 
that they fcllow them to the king's palace, so that he could listen to 
their defence of their religion they were horrified and had a sense o f 
disappointment, They thought that they had fallen into the hands o f 
their enemy, 'Amr and his companions, 

It was then that Ja'far stood up among them and allayed their 
fean He asked them to allow his speak o n their behalf and they agreed 
and surrendered their affairs to Allah. 

At the palace 

In front of the Negus, Ja'far stood in the middle of his fellow 
Muslims with head raised high, putting his trust in Allah, the Exalted, 

A t the opposite side stood 4 Amr i bn al- L As and his companions 
with the Christian bishops and priests of Abyssinia standing beside 
them. 

The Negus asked Ja'far about the allegation that £ Amr levelled 
against them that they had renounced the religion of their forefathers 
and that they had disnipted their own society's stability and 
prosperity. 

In response to this allegation, Ja'far told the Negus that 
concerning this change of religion and way of life, they had been in 
error so Allah guided them and that they were ignorant and when 
they saw the trutk they followed i t and believed in it, He added that 
they took adultery and fornication, drinking o f intoxieants, playtng 
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games of chance, worshipping idols, burying new-born baby girls 
alive and comniitting other socials vices for granted- 1 1 was then that 
Allah serit a Messenger from among them whose name ts 
Muhammad ibn 'Abdullah with the message of truth and light So 
Allah guided them t o the straight path, He also forbade them from 
worshipping idols and commanded them to worship Allah alone, 

The Negus was relieved when he heard this excellent 
presentation from Ja'far. His face brightened up with joy, But 
suddenly, he frowned as he if he had remembered something. He then 
asked Ja*far: 



"What do you say about Jesus and his mother? Do you bave with you 
something of what Muhammad had brought?" 

Ja'far answered: 

tl We believe that Jesus, peace be upon him, was a word of Allah 
which He directed to the Virgin Mary and a soul created at a 
command from Him. We believe that he was a servant and messenger 
of Allah. He then recited the beginning of Soorah Maryam." 

Tliroughout the recitation o f these verses, the Negus was 
listening and shaking his head i n admiration, He also shed tears in 
humility and submission to the truth that he knew, 

When Ja*far fmished from his recitation, the Negus said; 

"Indeed, this and what Jesus brought came from the same source." 

He then dissolved the assernbly and announced that he would 
never surrender the refiigees to those who came to repatriate them. 

And 'Amr stood agh&st! 

When he came out from the Negus' palace, he went to some 
influential church leaders of the land and attempted to entice them 
with gitts so that they could help influence the Negus on his behalf 
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Some of them accepted the task and accompanied hirti to the 
Negus, They entered his palace in the company of * Amr once again, 
They atlempted to convince him and mount pressure on him but they 
failed, for the Negus was adamant on his s t and to give refuge to the 
Muslims and protect them. 

*Amr went back to Makkah empty-handed, and the Muslinis 
contimied to enjoy security and peace at their place of migration. 

A coup attempt 

Suddenly one day, the air changed for the Muslim refugees, 
The pleasant air of peace unexpectedly tumed t o a violent storm that 
nearly swept them away. 

A nephew of the Negus who had some supporters and 
followers attempted to violently seize the throne, This nephew had 
been extremely hostile t o the Muslinis and had always wanted to get 
rid of them. 

A war broke out between the Negus and this nephew of his, 
and the hearts of the Muslims were with the Negus fervently hoping 
for his victory. They remained in their camps and did not participate 
in the war. 

Howcvcr, they could not wait for the war to end, They 
feverishly waited to know who would be the victor and who would 
be the vanquished. For, their fate was hinged on that, 

Though they were screened from the battleground by river 
Nile watercourse, the brave and courageous Zubayr ibn 'Awwam 
volunteered to carry out the onerous task of getting information about 
the events of the war, but unfortunately, he could not swim. Then 
how could he cross the river? 
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They fiiled up two water sktns with air and put them under his 
armpits. With these, he was able t o swim to the other side of the riven 
He came out of the water and took pos i t ion at the top o f h i 11 that 
overlooked the battleground, He remained for a long time observing 
the war with anxiety and hope. 

The war ended with the defeat of the Negus' nephcw and his 
folio wers, and the victory for the Negus! 

Zubayr immediately retumed to his people and gave them the 
good news of the victory. The Muslims were in great excitement as if 
they were i n a wedding banquet 

Thus did the emigran ts to Abyssinia witnessed great events 
and faced a lot of difficulties during their stay there* They were never 
a responsibility on anyone regarding their sustenance, even on the 
king who gave them sheltet 

They used t o work and eam for thetnselves, every one o f them 
in his profession. And there were some among them who brought 
money with them and spent tt for themselves and their families, 

'Uthman and Ruqayyah's return 

The emigrants spent days, months and years of their life 
yeaming to go baek to their homeland, despite the security, peace and 
freedom that they enjoyed. 

When they heard that Ilamzah ibn ' Abdut-Muttalib and 'Umar 
had accepted Islam, they were very happy. Some of them hastily 
returned to Makkah hoping to part take in shaping the future of the 
war that was raging in Makkah between the truth and falsehood or to 
see their missed families they had left for a long time. 



Women around the Messenger 285 

Other opted t o stay until the Messenger of Allah (jg) would 
pennit them t o come back home, This latter group was led by Ja'far 
ibn Abi Talib. 

'Uthman and Ruqayyah were among those who decided to retum. 

Hardly had they set their feet on the soil of the homeland and 
saw dwellings where they spent their youth that their eyes were fillcd 
with tears, 

However, the returning reiugees were stunned by the increase 
in the Quraysh's heartless persecution of the Muslim s. So they were 
greatly disappointed. 

The saddest of these returnees was RuqayyatL For, when she 
entered her father's house and kissed her sisters, Unini Kulthoom and 
Fatimah, she aiuciously asked o f their great mother, Her sisters 
remained silent and did not respond to her question. Their tears 
serv T ed as the most vivid answet Their mother, Khadeejah was 
dead!!! 

Ruqayyah wept profusely, and then she resigned her fate t o 
Allah and accepted His decision and decree submissively, 

Refutation of a falsehood 

ShayWh Muhammad al-Khudari wrote m his book, Noor al- 
Yaqeen fee Seerah Sayyid al-Mursaleen: 

"Some people narrate a story T which they regarded as the reason for 
the return of Abyssinia emigrants, This story said that information 
reached these emigran t s that their people had accepted Islam when 
the Messenger of Allah (j||) read Soorah an-Najm to them and said 
nice things about their idols. They said that when Allah revealed the 
His words: 
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*{Bave you then considered al-Lat, and al-'Uzza [two idols of the 
pagan Arab s] and Manat [another idol of the pagan Arabs], the other 
third?? (Qur'an 53: 19-20) 

They claimed that the Prophet (j|g) added, 'These are the high-placed 
angel s; and their intereession is sought fon* It was then that the 
polytheists prostrated in honour and joyP' 

In fact 4 it is only the ignorant ones who carry about whatever 
they hear without verifying it who can narrate this false story Textual 
and logical reasons attest t o the spuriousness of this story 

The text and chains of narration of the story indieated its 
falseness. Qadi 'Iyad said that none of the compilers of authentic 
traditions reported it and that neither did i t had a sound isnad. 

As for the spuriousness of its text, neither the Prophet 's Companions 
nor the polytheists were insane that they would agree that somcthing 
could be praised while it is being disparaged and condenined. 

For, what Allah ($£) says after mentioning those idols is: 




sjThey are but names which yon have naraed — you and your fathers 
— for which Allah has sent down no authority!}* (Qur 'an 53: 23) 

If we had looked critically at that false narration, we would 
realize that the statement was not coherent Had the incidence 
actually happened, the disbelievers would have seized upon it and 
used i t to argue against the Prophet (^g) whenever they disputed with 
him, for they were known — out of their stupidity — to have used 
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against the Muslims, issues ia which they had no proof. Had this 
story been true, they would have had greater reason to seize upon it. 

Furthemiore, we had not heard from any o f their leaders atid 
the most obstinate among them say: "Why are yon disparaging our 
deities after you had praised them?" They would have even had a 
reason to unsheathe their swords and sacrifice their men for the 
matten 

Moreover, the transmitters o f this narration and regard i t as the 
reason for the retum of the Abyssinia emigrants should mix up 
issues. They claim that migration took place in the month of Rajab, 
the retum took place in the month of Shawwal and the revelation of 
Soorah an-Najm occurred in the month of Ramadan?! So, could it b e 
possible that the period between the revelation o f the Soorah and the 
retum of the emigrants was only a month?!!! 

I f one pondered very well, one would realize that one month 
could be enough, during that period, to travel from Makkah to 
Abyssinia and back, for there were no machine-operated ships or 
boats that could quicken the sea journey, Neither was there any 
telegraph that could bring the news of Quraysh's acceptance of Islam 
to those who were in Abyssinia. 

It should be a surprise then, if we contend that tliis false 
narration was forged by the people of desires whom Allah afflicted 
with.the prevalence of this religion. 

'Uthman and Ruqayyah — 
from Abyssinia to Yathrib 

4 Uthman and Ruqayyah did not stay long in Makkah. The 
Muslims migrated to Yathrib after the Ansar — the Aws and Khazraj 
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had given the Messenger of Allah {0) their allegiance that they 



would support him and help his cause. The Messenger of Allah 
himself followed them soon afterwards. 

Two years before migration to Madeenah, Ruqayyah gave 
birth to her only ehild for 'Uthman, 'Abdutlah. 

The boy used to fiil the life of his parents with happiness and 
fhendliness. He was, in fact, a consolation for them for all the 
hardship they had suffered in days pas t. Bu t the believer is always put 
to trial Allali (§|) says: 

4C9 ••■ ^ *>**' $$ r&l wM> h^ 1 &- ^r 

CWho has created death and life, that He may tes t you which of you is 
best in deed„> (Qur'an 67: 2) 

One day, while 'Abdullah ibn 'Uthman was sleeping in his 
cradle, a rooster pecked him in the eyes, Tbis led to an infection that 
claimed his life few days later, 

Ruqayyah was struck with calamity and soon fell a victim o f feven 

Her loving and affcctionate husband stayed by the side of his 
wife nursing her and invoking Allah to alleviate her suff ering and 
make recover from her illness. 

While he was nursing his sick wife, the voice of the announcer 
who was calling on the emigran ts and the helpers to come out and 
take part in Jihad by accosting the caravan of the Quraysh that was on 
its way back from Syria reached him. 

He decided t o go and respond to the call of Allah and His 
Messenger (0). But the Prophet (jg) commanded him to remain near 
his sick wife to care for her. 
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The departure 

The struggle between life and death was fierce, Eventually, 
Ruqayyah gave up the ghost. 

A t the same that the bereaved 'Uthrnan was kissing his wife's 
forehead and fingertips and covering her face, the voicc o f the good 
news carrier could be heard outside announcing the Muslims' 
victory. 

The Messenger o f Allah (£g) entered * U Aman 's house having 
been shocked by the news of his daugbter's death, He moved closer 
to her and sorrowfiilly bade her farewell. 

He sympathetically praised Fatimah who stood at her sisters 
deathbed crying. He helped her on her feet gently and 
compassionately and he wiped her tears off with his noble garment. 

It was then that the sobbing o f the women who were present 
beeame louden 4 Umar wanted to stop them but the Messenger of 
Allah (J0 hcid his hand and told him: 

"Whatever tears shed by the eyes and however much the heart 
grieves, that i s from Allah. 1 1 i s actions of the hands and words 
uttered by the tongue that come from Satan." 

The farewell 

The Messenger of Allah (|g|), the bereaved father, performed 
tuneral prayers on his daughter and followed her corpse lo the Baqee' 
until she was buried, 

Thereafter, he retumed home and to his mosque carrying on 
with his struggle and delivering the message. 
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May Allah be pleased with Ruqayyah, the Prophet's daughter, 
the lady of two emigrations and the wlfe of the owner of the lights! 
May He reward her for her faith, struggle, tribulatlons, and her 
perseverance with the best and the foilest reward! 



Umm Kulthoom, 

The Confined of the Valley 

May Atlah be please with her! 



llah {&£) says: 



A 

LL^M]j ca^JL? *^H5^1> t4HJ*^ «^H-^i* ouil*tt Ji 




^Verily, the Muslims [those who submit t o Allah in Islam] men and 
women, the beltevers men and women [who believe in Islamic 
Monotheism], the men and the women who are obedient [to Allah], 
the men and women who are truthful [in their speech and deeds], the 
men and the women who are patient [in performing all the duties 
which Allah has ordered and in abstaining from all that Allah has 
forhidden], the men and the women who are humble [before their 
Lord — Allah], the men and the women who give Sadagdt [Le* 
Zakah, and alms], the men and the women who observe Sawm [fast 
— the obligatory fasting diiring the month o f Ramadan, and the 
optional Nawdfil fasting], the men and the women who guard their 
chastity [from illegal sexual acts] and the men and the women who 
remember Allah nmcli with their hearts and tongues Allah has 
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prepared for them forgiveness and a great reward [i. e. Paradise].& 

(Qur'an 33: 35) 

Urmn Kulthoom (t^) possessed all the excellent and 
commendable qualities mentioned in the above verse> And she had 
one other quality in addition: she was Muhammad 's daughter! She 
had a piece of his light. We shall see what will confirm that as travel 
along the events o f her life. 

1 1 is also a gainsaying to talk about hcr being around the 
Messenger of Aliah (jg?). 

The two following events will confirm that this excellence is 
deep-rooted in the personality of Umm Kulthoom, 

When Hafsah (t^), the daughter of 'Umar ibn al-Khattab 
G^jgj) was widowed, her father offered her in matriage to 'Uthman 
whose wife, Ruqayyah had just died. He rejected the offer, for he was 
still grieving over the death of his wife, 

Then 'Umar went to Abu Bakr (^) and made him the same 
offer, but Abu Bakr did not say a word. 

'Umar was enraged and greatly distressed, The Messenger of 
Allah (0) met him and asked him of what had happened. He 
tearfully told him the story, The Prophet (ggg) then told him: 

"Hafsah will be married to someone better than 'Uthman and 
'Uthman will marry someone who is better than Hafsah," 

Pillars of consolation were completed for all sides, and all 
revolved around the great Messenger, (^g)- 

This was how it was done: The Messenger of Allah (g|) married 
Hafsah; and he was definitely better than *Uthman, He gave Umm 
Kulthoom in maniage to *Uthmiin; and she was better than Hafsah! 

He consoled 'Umar by marrying his daughter, Hafsah as he 
eonsoled 'Uthman by marrying Umm Kulthoom to him. And he said, 
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"If I had had ten daughters, I would have married them all to him (in 
succession)/' 

Allah ($g) says the truth in His word: 






(HA 

CVerily, there has come unto you a Messenger [Muhammad] from 
amongst yourselves [i,e> whom you know well], It grieves him that 
you should receive any injury or difficulty. He [Muhammad] is 
anxious over you [to be rightly guided, to repent to Allah, and beg 
Him to pardon and forgive your sins, iri order that you may enter 
Paradise and be saved from the punishment of the Hell-fire]; forthe 
believers [he is] full of pity, kind, and mercifulj (Qur'an 9: 128) 

N o w, dear readers, come along and let us study the detailed life 
of Umm Kulthoum through the coming pages, For, she was an 
excellent example that deserves emulation. 

Preamble 

Though Umm Kulthoom didnot migrate to Abyssinia and face 
the pain of being away from homeland and family, she had suffered 
what was greater than that migration and exile, For, she and her 
fellow Muslims, and the mcmbers o f B anu Hashim clan were 
confined to the valley of Abu Taiib where they suffered indescribable 
hunger, starvation and isolation for three years. During this period, 
they suffered the cruelest treatment that any human can imagine, 

The sinful and oppressive men of Quraysh had made a pact to 
isolate the Muslims and members of Banu Hashim clan. To affirm 
this malicious pact, they hanged its copy on the interior wali of the 
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Ka'bah. And it remained so unti! Allah provided the besieged people 
with relief and a way out 

The third of the daughters 

In the Quraysh assembly, they used to say, "Muhammad has 
only daughters/' 

They said that in total oblivion of Allah 's great divine wisdom 
that has many aspects and goals and full of immense meanings. 

They forgot that they were people of ignorance and that they 
are, as Allah ($$) describes them: 

<o^-oa : J^JJl Sjj^) 

«(And when the news of [the birth of] a female [child] i s brought to 
any of them, his face beeomes dark, and he is filled with inward griefl 
He hides himself from the people because ofthe evil of that whereof 
he has been informed, Shall he keep her with dishonour o r bury her in 
the earth?...) (Qur'an 16: 58-59) 

Tliey forgot that they were an unjust and barbaric people who 
buried female bab i es alive because of fear o f poverty and shame, and 
out of stupidity, Allali, the Almighty, All-High says: 

^ And when the female [infant] buried alive [as the pagan Arabs used 
to do] is questioned: For what sio, was she kiiled?£ 

(Qur'an 81: 8-9) 
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The above verses exactly fit Safiyah, For she did not utter a 
single word o f eulogy except when the Prophet (0) dieA 

At-Tabarani reported that when the Messenger of Allah (^g) 
died, Safiyah came out waving her garment and saying: 

Many oceuirences have taken plaee after you, 
If you were alive and had been witness to them, calamities would nol 
have reached such a proportioiL 

Ibn Ishaq reported some lines of poem with which Safiyah 
eulogized the Prophet (£g), A part of which reads as follows: 

The day we miss the Messenger of Allah (0) is here! 
O' eyes! Shed abundant and plentiful tears! 

She was also reported to have also said: 

The day o f your death is certainly a day, 

In which the sun is wrapped up in darkness though it is shining! 

None of the historian disputes attributirig these poetie verses to 
Safiyah. This is because she was known a reciter of poetry but not as 
a poetess. 

Safiyah lived till the time of the caliphate of *Umar, before 
Allah caused her to die. May Allah be pleased with her and please 
her! 



Umm al-Fadl 

■ 

May Allah be pleased with her 



H, 



er name i s Lubabah birit al-Harith al-Hilaliyah, 

She is the wife o f *Abbas ibn * Abdul -Muttalib, the Prophet 's 
uncle, She is also the sister o f Maymoonah, the mother of the faithful. 
May Aliah be pleased with all of them! According to Ibn Sa*d, she 
was one of the first women who embraced Islam after Khadeejah. 

She and Maymoonah had two other half sisters: Asma' and 
Salama daughters of 'Umays, 

It was these four sisters that the Messenger of Allah (j4§) 
described as, "The beheving sisters!" 

That was a commendation, and w r hat a great one! 

As forUmm al-Fadl, she had roles and instances regarding the 
noble household of the Prophet (£j|), hence roles and stances relating 
to the call unto the way of Allah. 

Urun al-Fadl w3s a regular visitor of Khadeejah; and she 
would often meet with the Prophet ($&) and acquire the knowledge o f 
religion from him. This is in addition to her ability to keep secrets, 
her fulfilment of covenant and her sincerity for this pure religion, in 
spite of her husband's famess from Islam, Eemdn and his failure to 
join the cause of da 'wah, 

She dealt with her husband as a mistress of the household and 
a dutiful wife would and she saw a wonder in him! 
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'Abbas sympathized with his nephew JMuhammad (s|g)] and 
defended him though he was not; yet a Muslim; perhaps i t was 
tribalism of the time of ignorance that spurrcd him to do so. On one 
h and, he would like to preserve his status that he inherited from Abu 
Talib among the Quraysh, and on the othcr hand, he would stand in 
support of his nephew defending the kinship, 

Amid all this, Umm al-Fadl was cxpecting the decision of 
Allah concerning 'Abbas's acceptance of Islam, eagerly wishtng that 
that would take place soonest She was aiso hoping that he would 
stop eating up people's wealth uniawfully, for he used to be among 
those who dealt in usury. He was wetl-known for that as he was well- 
known for his love for money. 

Umm al-Fadl was very astonished the day she saw 'Abbas 
witnessing the allegiance of * Aqabah and having a say in the whole 
ihing as he was the guardian of his nephew! 

But she had the greatest surprise in her husband the day she 
saw him going out with the Quraysh to fight the Muslims diiring the 
battle of Badr!!! 

She took a Httle rest when "Abbas came back to Makkah after 
he was taken a captive by the Muslims and then released tfirough the 
Prophef s favour. It was then that he felt the faith and Islam and the 
light started creeping into his heart to remove the darkness that had 
been residing there. Then the household of 'Abbas stabilized and 
became perfcclly harmonized; (thls U because evcry member of his 
household was now a Muslim). 

Umm al-Fadl had always been pursuant of 6 Abbas' acceptance 
of Islam, though it was Allah Who encompassed all of them from 
their behind. It was He Who united them upon righteousness and 
honoun 
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Umm al-Fadl was pleascd to remain in Makkah and make 
herself and her house a place of refuge for the weak and the poor who 
could not afford to migrate and join the Muslims, 

Tt was as if these poor people were in a war with the enemies of 
Allah, Though they were denicd the opportunity of" meeting the 
enemy in the fields of physical war, they had been fighting a war of 
challenge and perseverance. 

Among the greatest days of Umni al-Fadl and * Abbas, in their 
confrontation with the Quraysh was the day of the battle of Khaybar. 
Sinee Aliah has given victory to His Messenger, (0) over the Jews 
and Khaybar was entireiy conquered and the Muslims won its booties 
and treasures, Hajjaj ibn 6 Allat as-Sullami sought the Prophet's 
permission to go to Makkah and recover his money and debts owed 
to him. The Prophet (^g) permitted him to go and he also pcrmitted 
him to say whatever he wanted, as a strategic way of inaking people 
aiio w him get his rights. 

Hajjaj came to Makkah and spread news arnong the people 
that the Jews had killed Muhammad (gg) and that the Muslims were 
roundly defeated, He also told them that rnany Muslims were killed 
and that many of their women and children were taken as captives. 
The Quraysh believed him, 

He then retrieved all his wealth and debts that people owed 
him and headed back to the Messenger of Allah (jj§) in Madeenah. 

\Abbas ibn 'Abdui-Muttalib aceosted him on his way and 
asked him about the actual situation, for he was very concerned and 
sad about what he had said. Hajjaj told him the truth and requested 
him to keep the matter secret for three days, and L Abbas promised to 
do so, 

'Abbas was extremely happy about the truth: that the Muslims 
won and that the Jews were defeated! He came back home and 
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informed his wife Umm al-Fadl about the matter and asked her to 
keep it a secret. 

Afier three days, *Abbas came uut 'm his best attire, and with 

the hetp of his wife, wore the best perfiirne. She was also in an 
exceptionally high spirit. 

4 Abbas went to the courtyard o f Ka'bah where the people and 
the Quraysh leaders used to gather. 

When they saw h bn in his adomment and exuding perfiirne 
they wanted to mock him, They said, "Is that how to show patience in 
face of caiamity, O' Abu al-Fadl?!" 

He did not give a hoot t o their scorning, He let them know the 
facts in Ml and how Hajjaj had fooled them so that he could collect 
ail his money and the debts people owed him and that he had 
succeeded in doing so and escaped. 

'Abbas then added, "What more! Muhammad, my nephew is 
now the groom to the daughter of the Jewish king, Huyay ibn 
Akhtab!" 

The news was like a stonn to them and they were stupefied! 
The news then keeps trickling to them to confirm what 'Abbas had 
told them, and this increased them in grief and sorrow. 

Umm al-Fadl remained m Makkah with her husband 'Abbas 
until after the treaty of Hudaybiyah. When the Messenger of Attah 
(Sg) carne t o Makkah in the company o f his Companions t o perform 
the 'Umrah of Qada for which they stayed for three days in Makkah, 
He proposed marriage to Maymoonah, Umm al-Fadl's sister, and a 
widow whose husband (Abu Rahm ibn * Abdul- 'Uzza) died in the 
state of polytheism. She used to live in the house of her sister Umm 
al-Fadl and under the protection of 'Abbas, 
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AU of thcm then left Makkah, and "Abbas and Umm al-Fadl 
migrated to Madeenah with their entire househokL 

In Madeenah, Umm al-Fadl was a frequent visitor to the 
Prophet* s house. She would either came to visit her sister 
Maymoonah or any of the Prophet 1 * wives. Ali knew her and 
acknowledged her excellence. 

One night, Umm al-Fad! had a dream and came to the 
Messenger of Allah (0) seeking his opinion concerning the dream. 
She said, "Messenger of Allah, I saw it in my dream that a part of 
your body is in my house/' The Prophet (|i|) then answered her, 
"Fatimah (my daughter) will give birth to a boy whom you will nurse 
with the milk of Quthm (meaning her son)." 

Dear reader, most o f us would jus t make a passing reading of 
the event If anything attracts onc's attention it would not be more 
than the interpretation of this dream, popularly reported from the 
Messenger of Allah (^). 

As regards the Prophet's saying 'a boy* and with specification, 
this needs some introspection and reflection. This is in fact a 
manifestation of revelations and prophesics with whieh Allah 
endowed His trustworthy Messenger and the seal of His Prophets, 
biessings and peacc be upon him- 

Fatimah gave birth to Husayn and Umm al-Fadl nursed him 
along with her son Quthm. When he was a few months* old, she 
brought the boy to his grandfather (jgg) and sat him down in his lap. 
The boy uri na ted on the Prophet (^g) and Umm al-Fadl smacked him 
between his shoulders. The Prophet (0) then retmked her. "You have 
hurt my son; may Allah have mercy on you!" 

Umm al-Fadl entered the household o f the Prophet (^|) from 
its widest doors. She was a woman to keep an eye on in the Prophet 's 
household and she played an important role there. 
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There are authentic narrations indicating her understanding of 
the religion o f Allah, She performed the farewell pilgrimage with the 
Prophet (gg) and in the company of her husband "Abbas and her 
childreu, What a great company and an honourable occasion! 

The honour was greater in that the occasion was the day of 

"Arafat when peoplc where eonjecturing on a matter they were 
unsure o£ They were asking one another: "Is the Prophet (g|) fasting 
or not?" 

Umm al-Fadl performed an outstanding deed to dispel this 
rumour when she took a vessel of milk and brought it to the 
Messenger of Allah (jjgs) who received it from her and drank it. The 
people then knew that he was not fasting. So those among his 
Companions who were fasting broke it. 

There is no doubt that she had heard it before from the 
Messenger of Allah ( jgp that it is not pennissible for the pilgrim to 
fast on the day of 'Arafah. Thus, she dispel led the doubt of those who 
were doubtful, through her knowledge and deed, 

It i s enough a pride for Umm al-Fadl 0^), and a memory 
throughout generations, that she was the mother of 'Abdullah ibn 
'Abbas, the leamed of the Ummah, the interpreter of the Qur'an and 
the seholar among the Companions! May Allah be pleased with her 
and please her! May He also be pleased with all the Companions! 



Asma' bint Umays 

The woman of two migrations 



5. 



ome o f the Prophet's Companions thought that the concept 
of Hijrah is restricted to migrating from Makkah to Madeenah, It is 
one of the levcls of Eemdn and Islam, like the titlcs: "the earliest 
M u sinus* ? the 'Bati r warriors\ They therefore assumed that those 
who migrated to Abyssinia and stayed thcre till the day of the battle 
of Khaybar had no reward of migration< 

This opinion worried Asma'. She then cam e t o the Messenger 
of Allah (0) distressed, and she asked him of the truthfulness of 
what some of the Companions were saying. The Messenger of Allah 
told her, "You have two migrations and the people have one,*' 

The Prophet's statement to Asma' was not to soothe her nerves 
or to console hen It was rather an explanatkm of the reality, a 
clarification concerojng an ambiguous matter and a way of 
preventing crisis, 

For, those who left Makkah for Abyssinian running away with 
their religion did real! y migrate, Allah (^g) says: 

C- Was not the earth of Allah spacious enough for you to emigrate 
therein?„> (Quran 4: 97) 

Indeed, the concept of migration to Abyssinian was popular in 
such a way that accepts no other interpretation* And those who 
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emigrated there also moved from there to Madeenah as emigrants- 

It is not only that, when they airived at Madeenah and before 
they could settle down — and in spite of their being exhausted by the 
long journey through the land and the sea and through nights and 
days — they learnt that the Messenger of Allah (|g) was on a battle in 
Khaybar and they proceeded there. They continuously endured the 
pain and hardship, yeaming to meet the Messenger of Allali (|§), 

They arrived there when the battle had already ended and 
Khaybar had been conquered. The Messenger o f Allah (^) then said, 
"I do not know for which I should be happier; the conquest of 
Khaybar or the arrival of Ja'far?'* 

He said this in acknowledgement of the efforts o f these 
emigrants in the way of Allah, for he put the conquest of Khaybar and 
the difficulties the Muslims faced in that battle on the same level with 
the arrival of Ja*far and his fellow emigrants who have just arrived 
from Abyssinia! 

Asma 7 was among the first Muslims, She embraced Islam very 
early along with her husband Ja'far. They were newly-wed when they 
set out for Abyssinia as emigrants in the way of Allah. 

Islam had overwhelmed their lives. Instead of staying in 
Makkah and enjoying their first days of marriage, they had their 
honeyrooon in the path of Jihad and struggle and in the path of 
perseverance. This, according to a sincere believer who really loves 
Allah and His Messenger (^g), is most pleasant experience and the 
greatest in reward. 

Asma' was on the same level of greatness that manifested in 
the personality of her husband, Ja'far She was equally enduring, 
unders tanding and cogmsant of the respons ibility, The evidence for 
this is her pleasant character, pure origin and deep faith. Did the 
Prophet (jg), not attest to her being one of the 'believing sisters'? 
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If one counts the years the cmigrants to Abyssinia spent in the 
foreign land and among foreign people, and one considers the 
Qurayshi conspiracies they faced and hard life they confronted, one 
will realize the impacts of all that 

Asma 's spent fifteen ycars there during which many children 
wcre bom, many people died, many children grew up and many 
events and ehanges occurred, 

In order to avoid an assumption tliat these emigrants were 
exiles who had no connection with their bases in Makkah o r 
Madeenah, the Messenger o f Allah ($g) was always m contact with 
them, He would send emissaries to them who gave him their news 
and acquaint them with the new development concerning the religion 
like new verses that were being revealed and new legislations that 
were being promulgated. 'Amr ibn Umayyah ad-Damri was one of 
such emissaries. 

Asma' came back from Abyssinia with three sons: 'Abdullah, 
Muhammad and 'Awn. 

It w T as after Asma' returned from Abyssinia that she faced real 
test! The Messenger of Allah (0) sent her husband, Ja'far out to the 
battle of Mu'tah as a substitutc leader of the Muslim army after Zayd 
ibn Harithah who was later to be martyred there. 

Tbe battle of Mutah was the first of its kind between the 
Muslims and the Romans in the history of dakwah. The Muslims 
army consisted o f three thousand soldiers while the Romans and their 
allies far outnumbered them with an army of more than one hundred 
thousand soldiers. 

The reason for this war is that the Messenger of Allah (|§|} sent 
al-Harith ibn *Umayr al-Azdi (<^g>) to the king o f B asm with a letter 
inviting him to Islam. Al-Harith was attacked and killed by 
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Shurahbeel ibn 'Anu al-Ghassani who was an ally of the Romans 



55 



The Messenger of Allah (jgg) was seriously upset and 
distressed by this incidence. So he called upon the Muslims to set out 
and avenge the death of al-Harith. 

When their number reaehed three thousand men, he appointed 
three commanders over them who were to take up the command of 
the army in succession. He instructed that if the first commander was 
martyred the second should take up the responsibility and if the 
second commander was martyred the third one should take up the 
command and that if the third was also killed the Muslims should 
agree to choose a commander among themselves. 

The three commanders were: Zayd ibn Harithah, Ja'far ibn 
Abu Talib and 'Abdullah ibn Rawahah, may Allah be pleased with 
tnem. ain 

We should not say much about this battle. The fact is that all the three 
commanders were martyred. The Muslims then appointed Khalid ibn 
al-Waleed their commander, and he was able, through his military 
ingenuity, to deceive the Roman and their Ghassanids allies. He then 
brought the Muslims out of this battle without their enemies — who 
were much greater in numbers and weapon — winning any victory 

But the Muslims' loss was calamitous in that their three 
commanders were martyred, 

The battle of Mu'tah was the first (and the last) that Ja'far 
fought against the enemies of Allah and in the way of Allah. 

As he was great in Abyssinia and in the presence of the Negus, 
he was also great in the field of battle. When he realized that his horse 



55 The Ghassanids among the Arabs of Syria were allies of the Roman as the 
Manadhirah among the Arabs of Iraq were allies of the Persians. 
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disturbed him from moving freely in the battle, he got off it, wounded 
it (so the enemy could not use it) and then boldly rushed into the 
battle. 

His hand was cut oiT while he was holding the banner. He fell 
in the pool of his own blood and died. 

The Messenger of Allah (jg) — the truthful and the 
trustworthy Prophet said the truth when he said that Allah had 
substitute for Ja'far with his two c\it-off hands, two wings with which 
he could fly to wherever he wished in the Paradise, 

His wife ? Asma' was extreinely sad and she broke into 
enormous tears and wailing. She had the right to do so, for Ja'far was 
her companion, hcr husband and her sweetheart 

Asma 's tears never dried up and she never ceased crying unti! 
Allah's Messenger (ggj) visited her on the Ihird day and consoled her. 
He requested for the audience of Ja'far's sons and they all came, 

"Abdullah ibn Ja'far informed us of thi& in the following 
narration: 

'The Messenger of Allah gave Ja'far's family some time to mourn 
him and then visited them and said, 'Do not cry over my brother after 
this day/ He then said, 'Bring the children of my brother to me/ And 
we were brought to him like yon n g birds. He then said, 'C all the 
barber for me!' And the barber came and shaved our heads." 

The Messenger of Allah (0) then said, "As for Muhammad (one of 
Ja'far's brothers), he looks like our uncle Abu Talib, as for 
*AbdulIah, he resembles me physieally and behaviouratty" He then 
held my hand and raised it and said, "O' Allah! Be the Supporter of 
Ja'far's family and biess ' Abdullah (his son) in the transactions of his 
hands/' He said so three time s. 
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Then ow mother came and mentioned aur orphanhood and 
started whining over that The Messenger of Allah (jg) then told her, 
"Asma 7 , are you afraid of poverty for them while I am their guardian 
in this world and in the Hereafter?" 

Asma 7 then devoted all her time in caring for herself and her 
children, She trained them and brought them up in proper manner, 
while the Messenger of Allah (jg) never forgot Asma' or her sons. 
For, he is closer to the believers than their own selves. 

H e would visi t them whenever the opportunity t o do arose; he 
would ask of them and their situations and would show kindness to 
them with gifts, 

The situation continued in this manner until the day o f the 
battle of Hunayn. Abu Bakr had just been widowed of his wife, Umm 
Roomaa So the Prophet (gg) married Asma' (Ja'far s widow) to him, 
accordmg t o the narrations, 

What is unclear to us is; Was it Abu Bakr who showed interest 
in marrying her or it was the Messenger of Allah (^g), who made the 
choice? This is what all reports failed t o mention, 

In any cas e, this marriage was a consolation for the two sides: 
Abu Bakr and Asma*. 

Abu Bakr was the first mari to embrace Islam; he was the 
second of the two in the cave (the Prophef s only Companion who 
was with him in the cave), He was the first minister, the trusted 
adviser, and the most trusted Companion of the Prophet, who spent 
his wealth and his life for the cause of Islam. 

Asma', on the other hand, was one o f earliest female Musiims, 
She was persevering and knowledgeabte; and she had migrated 
twice. She was also the wife of Ja'far, the flying martyr. 
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Asma* (y^j lived in the house o f Abu Bakr as a satisfied, 
honourable and responsible wife. She knew the rights and fulfilled 
the covenants. She had a son for Abu Bakr whose name is 
Muhammad. 

A manifestation o f good companionship that Asma' enjoined 
with her husband, Abu Bakr showed when he was in his illness in 
which he died. He ordered that i t was Asma' who should wash him 
when he died, This is clearly an extreme show of love and trust 

She was then married by s Ali ibn Abu Talib (^) after the 
death o f Abu Bakr 0^,), and she had a son for him named 4 Awn. 

Asma' lived in the house of u Ali as a noble lady who fiilfilied 
her marital obligations without negligence or sluggishness, in spite o f 
aU these movements. 

It was reported that her sons, Muhammad ibn Ja*far and 
Muhammad ibn Abu Bakr bragged t o each other one day> each of 
them telling the other that he was better and that his father was better 
than the other 's, 'Ali was present and he asked Asma' t o judge 
between them. 

You wonder: Did 4 Ali wanted to test her intelligence or he just 

wanted to know the extent of tove and sense of obligation 1hat 
occupied her heart? 

Here, Asma' demonstrated the loftiest picture of a Muslim 
woman and a believing wife! She provided an everlasting lesson for 
every giri, every wife and every mother. 

She answered without hesitation or discrimination, "I have 
never seen a young man better than Ja'far, and I have never seen a 
middle-aged man better than Abu Bakr!" The two boys then kept 
quiet and stopped their bragging. 
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1 1 was then that £ Ali spoke jokingly, "What have you then left 
for us?" 

We will answer this question b y Ali ah 's help: 

Asma' had maintained the same stand and the same way. How 
could she change? She was a woman who Islam had melted in jts 
crucible since she embraeed the religion to the extcnt that she became 
a living example of the blissful teachings of the Qur'an and the 
Sunnah, 

Asma 's journey front this world then started drawing ncar 
when the news o f the death of her son, Muhammad ibn Abu Bakr 
came to her from Egypt. She went to her prayer comer in her house, 
concealed her fury, perfonned som e supererogatory prayer s and held 
back her tears. AU this had a negative effect on her body that was 
already weak and aging, She then started bleeding from her breasts 
and lost so much blood that she eventually died and her soul moved 
to the high heavens. May Allah be pleased with her and please her! 



Umm Ma'bad 

May Allah be pleased with her! 



K 



er name is 'Atikah bint Khilid al-Khuza'iyah. Umm 
Ma'bad is her nickname. 

Her name is eonneeted to the greatest event in the history of 
da'wah: the Hijrah (migration) from Makkah to Madeenah. 

She was a famous, chaste, strong and courageous wornan. She 
had a camp in Qudayd, 56 She used to sit down in the courtyard of her 
camp wrapped in her garment, giving food and drink to the travellers 
who passed by her. 

The Messenger of Allah (|j§) and his Companions: Abu Bakr, 
'Amir ibn Fuhayrah, a freed-slave of Abu Bakr and their guide, 
' Abdullah ibn Urayqit! — who was then a polytheist — took a rest at 
her camp. 

The people were then suffering from a severe drought 

The Messenger of Allah (jgg) and his Companions asked for 
some milk, meat or dates which they were ready to pay for. But 
unfortuiiately they did not get any of that for she said, "By Allah, if 
we had had anything we would not be lacking in showing 
hospitality M 



56 A place ob the way between Makkah and Madeenah; Umm Ma'bad's tent 
or camp is like today's station or motel 

57 She would do sometimes in exchange for some wages and sometirnes she 
would do so free of charge. 
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The Prophet (^gj) sighted a goat a t the shaded s ide o f the camp, 
kept away ftom other sheep by weakness* The Messenger of Allah 
(0) asked Umm Ma'bad, "Does this goat have any milk?" Umm 
Ma'bad answered, "She is too weak to have any, " He then said ? "Can 
you allow me to mil k her?" The woman said, "May my father and 
mother be ransomed for you, i f you sec any milk in her you may milk 
her." 

The Prophet (0) then called for the goat and put her legs 
between his own shank and thigh, He then stroked her udder with his 
hand and mentioned the name of Allah. The udder suddenly swetted 
and flowed copiously with milk, He then called for a vesscl that 
whose content could be enough for the entire group and he 
abundantly squeezed milk into it He gave Umm Ma'bad some of the 
milk and also gavc to the group until evcry one was satiated. He was 
the one who drank last and he said 5 'The cup-bearer drinks last," 

He milked the goat once more and the peoplc drank slowly as 
opposing their first drinking that was quick becausc they were then 
severely thirsty. He then milked tlie goat once more and left that for 
Umm Ma'bad- 

He and his Companions mounted their camels and moved om 

After their departure, Umm Ma'bad's husband, Aktham ibn 
Abi aWawn al-Khuza'i came herding an emaciated flock of sheep. 
When he saw the milk or its impact in the vessel he said, "Umm 
Ma'bad, what is this? Where have you got the milk while there is no 
goat with milk here?" His wife answered, "A blesscd nian passed by 
us," She then told him the story in detaiis. 

Wtth the word 'a blessed' used by Umm Ma'bad, we would 
like to have a short reflection, 

Umm Ma'bad uttered this word spontaneously and naturally. 
The word slipped from her mouth having been intluenced 
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emotionally with what she saw* It then follows that the blessing was 
truly intrinsic symbol of the Messenger of Allah (sjg). 

Abu Ma'bad — who was delighted and have had his senses 
stimulated by the news — told his wife, "Describe him." 

Dear reader! Some of the Companions had described the 

Messenger of Allah (jgs), from physical aspects, but 'Ali ibn Abi 
TalnVs description of him was the most accurate and the most 
comprehensive. This should not be a surprise because he was the one 
who lived with the Prophet (jgg) the most. Add this to his fluency and 
eloquence. 

Umm Ma'bad then described him to her husband and the 
description was the peak o f all descriptions! 

She was delighted by what she saw of the Prophet's blessing 
and was overwhelmed, She observed every action of his in order t o 
fiil 1 y grasp the great picture in her imagination. 

It was also astounding that this woman, who was a Bedouin, 

illiterate and living in an arid land, far ftom the people's society could 
have this kind o f awareness and accuracy. 

Nevertheless, Umm Ma'bad's description of the Prophet (0) 
and other reports concerning his description that authentically 
reached us in most reference books are regarded as histori c al 
documents, In spite o f all that, we can say that all these references yet 
failed to give the Prophet's physical and moral description its due 
rights!! 

Umm Ma'bad told her husband, describing the Messenger of 
Allah (sg): 

"I saw a man who is clearly handsome and with a beautiful face. He is 
well-built He is neither blemished by a big belly nor disfigured by an 
urmsuaHy small head. The pupils of his eyes are very dark, the edges 
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of his eyelids are long and the area around tlie pupils o f his eyes is so 
white, His eyebrows are perfectly close. He has a very dark hair, a 
rather long neck and a thick beard. 

When he kept silent he is always eontemplative and when he 
speaks eminence and splendour show in his words. His words are like 
sliding stringed pearls. He is a gifted orator whose words are neither 
too few nor too tnuch. He has thc clearest wand and the most audible 
voice when he speaks, When you look at him from afar ? he is the 
most handsorae of all people, and when you move closer to him he is 
the most pleasant of them. 

You will never be tired of looking at him. He is like a branch 
between two branches, 

He is the most handsome o f the three (she means: the Prophet 
(0) Abu Bakr and *Amir ibn Fuhayrah) and the most important of 
them, He has Companions who honour him. When he speaks they 
listen to his words and when he commands they hasten to carry out 
his order. They serve him and rally around him. He does not fiown or 
nag." 

Abu Ma'bad said, "B y Allah, this is the Quraysh maiL If I see 
him I will follow him." 

In another narration he said, "I intend to follow him if I am able to," 

And this had actually happened. For, Umm Ma'bad and her 
husband headed for Madeenah, embraced I siam, swore allegiance to 
him and kept his company, There was with them a brother of Umm 
Ma'bad known as Khunays (or Hubaysh) ibn Khalid who was the 
narrator of this report Allah (§&) honoured him with martyrdom on 
the day o f the Conquest o f Makkak 

There are some observations we would like to eall the attention 
of the reader to regarding the story of Umm Ma'bad: 
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One : The tribe of Khuza'ah to which Untm Ma'bad and her husband 
belonged were allies o f ' Abdul -Muttalib, the Prophet's grandfather 
before the advent o f Islam. When the light of Islam illuminated they 
inclined toward the Messenger of Allah (J||). So they were sincere to 
the Messenger (0) until Allah permitted them to enter into the fold 
of His pure religion, 

When the truce o f Hudaybiyah was concluded, they became 
the Prophet's allies and the tribe o f B anu Bakr entered into an alliance 
with the Quraysh, The Banu Bakr tben violated the truce by attacking 
B anu Khuza'ah. 'Amr ibn S alim al-Khuza'i then came t o Madeenah 
seeking the support of the Messenger of Allah (0). 'Amr recited a 
long poem in this regard. A part o f this poem reads: 

"O' Allah! I am imploring Muhammad, 

fn the name of the inherited and time-honoured alliance that is 
between his father and our father! 

The Messenger of Allah (g|) answered him, "You will, indeed, 
be helped, O' fc Amr ibn Salim!" 

This is the event that later led to the clear victory and the great 
conquest 

Umm Ma'bad was therefore, from among a people who are 
loved by Allah and His Messenger Q0. She was a branch of a noble 
tali tiee. 

Two : It was said, according to a report narrated by al-Waqidi, that the 
goat which the Prophet (^g) rubbed her udders and milked with his 
noble hands lived for mari y years giving abundant milk. Tliere are 
many report s iri this regard. We do not count this as a surprise, for that 
is naturally due to the blessing of the Messenger of Allah (jj§), 

Three: May Allah blessed you, Umm Ma'bad the illiterate Bedouin 
woman, daughter of desert! From which university did you graduate 
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and which science did you possess?! 

After fourteen centuries, we still need a dictionary to 
understand your expressions, so that we can explain them to 
ourselves and others! 

We are also in need of thc science of physiology so that we can 
be in tune with your delicate and subtle descriplions! 

May Allah be pleased with Umm Ma'bad and please her! 



Umm 'Ammarah, Naseebah bint 
Ka'b al-Maziniyah al-Ansariyah 



May Allah be pleased with her 



5, 



he is a umque and distinguished personality and a great 
model She lives in the hearts of the Muslims like a brilliant toreh! 

Whenever I tried to write about her and scrutinize the pages of 
her lifc journey, I always fecl overwhelmed, and a sense of humility 
and insignificance overcomes me, 

O' Umm 'Ammarah, it is with due respect to and love for you 
that I am humbly acquainting our daughters, sisters and mothers with 
lessons drawn from your faith, your struggle in the way of Allah and 
y our motherliness, a t a time that we are all i n dire need o f these 
lessons. For 7 these days, truths have been mixed with falsehood, 
things have been turned upside down and minds wander aimlessly so 
much so that we do not know how to move or where to go. 

Perhaps, we will all have a resurgence that can bring us out of 
the abyss of loss to the pcak of the slraight path, the path of those on 
whom Allah favoured with His Merey. 

Umm 'Ammarah had no son whose name is 'Ammarah from 
whom her nicknanie is derived, It was only a niekname for which she 
was known. 

She w r as in the prime of her youthfulness andnewly-wed when 
she had the honour of meeting the Prophet (|g) in the middle of the 
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night at the * Aqabah m Mina alon g with a delegation of the Ansar. 
They all embraced Islam and she did; and they swore their allegiance 
and she did, A sister of her, known as Umm Manee* was also with 
her, and she also swore allegiance, 

Al-Waqidi uarrated from Ibn Abi Sa*sa* from Umm 
'Ammarah that she said, "The men were placing tlieir hands in the 
hand of the Messenger of Allah on tlie night of ( Aqabah giving their 
allegiance w r hile 4 Abbas ? ihe Prophet's unele was holding his hand. 
When it was my turn and that of my sister, Umm Manee\ my 
husband, 'Arabah ibn \Arnr said: 4 Messenger of Allah, here are tw T o 
women who came with us to swear allegiance to you/ The 
Messenger of Allah (_^|) said» T accept their allegiance upon things 
regarding which I accept yours, I do not shake women 5 s hands/ " 

Arti c les o f the pledge of " Aqabah are the iirst foundation upon 
which the great change, that took place i n the course of da 'wah was 
based, These changes include moving from passive Jihad to active 
one; and from end uring persecution and remaining steadfast to 
waging a relentless and an uncompromising fight against polytheism 
and kufr (disbelief). 

It is a jihad that is not restrieted to the swords, the spears and 
the battle fields. It is rather a jihad that include s war against all kinds 
of corruptions and deviattons and in order to build the individual and 
the society. 

Umm ' Ammarah has been filled with the spirit ofEemdn and 
Islam since the day the tirst propagator, Mus'ab ibn 'Umayr started 
propagating Islam in Yathrib assiduously with a careful and objective 
work, cogent argument, agreeable logic and with wisdom and 
excellent admonition. 

By Allah J s grace and plan 4 Mus'ab was able to turn Yathrib, with its 
Aws and Khazraj tribes, into helpers of Islam and its Messenger (||g) + 
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The Prophet (jjg) asked Mus'ab, "How was Madeenah when 
yon left it?" 

He said, "I left it while there was no house in which the name 
of Muhammad (M) was not being mentioned. It is either members of 
that house have all embraced Islam or they were busy talking about 
this pure atid new religion. Muhammad (a|§) was the topic of their 
meetings, gatherings and conversations." 

Umm * Ammarah physically and emotionally filled with faith 
and she travelled along with the Yathrib delegation to Makkah to 
make the pledge of 'Aqabah. 

Meeting with the Messenger of Allah (g|) was the greatest 
goal and the highest love so Allah filled her heart and her mind with 
happiness and self-denial in the way of responding to the call of 
Islam. Those were the first influencing factors. 

There should be no wonder then when we see Umm 
'Ammarah in her stances, her roles and her being around the 
Messenger of Allah risrng high to become a shinning star whose light 
never dies and whose illumination never withers and whieh 
consistently move in its orbit. 

There are vivid quaMes in her character, but the most vivid 
one is her fight in the way of Allah, more so with sword. 

Ibn Hajar said: "She (Umm 'Ammarah) witnessed the pledge 
of * Aqabah and she also pledged allegiance, She participated in the 
battles of Uhud, Hudaybiyah and Khaybar and participated in 'Umrat 
al-Qada. She also witnessed the conquest of Makkah and participated 
in the campaigns of Hunayn and Yamamah." 58 

This means Umm 'Ammarah witnessed and participated in the 



58 
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greatest and the most important battle s, Her presence was distinctly 
recognized more than that of other women who took part in these 
battles* This distinct presence has its factors and consequences. 

Let us start with the battle of Uhud that took place in the month 
of Shawwal, the third year of Hijrah, 

This battle was named so because it took place between the 
Muslirns and the polytheists at the precinct o f Mount Uhud that lies 
on the north-east outskirt of Madeenah. It is the greatest mountain on 
the eastern part of the eity. 

Umm Sa'eed bint Sa'd ibn Rabee 4 narrated that she visited 
Umm 'Ammarah and asked her participation in the battle o f Uhud 
and she replied, "I went out in the forenoon with a water vessel in my 
hand. I came to the Messenger of Allah (jg) whjle he was with his 
Companions and the Muslirns were winning the wan But when the 
Muslirns were later defeated I moved to the side of the Messenger of 
Allah (0). I engaged in fighting and started protecting the 
Messenger o f Allah (^g) with the sword while a t the same time, 
shooting arrows until I was wounded." 

Umm Sa'eed said, "And I saw a deep and hollow injury in her 
shoulder. " 

Umm 'Ammarah's stand on the day o f Uhud was well-known 
to earlier and latter generations, The people narrate to one another 
this stand with pride, pity and love. 

Umm 'Ammarah (t^) went to the battle of Uhud not to fight 
She rather went there in order to give water to the thirsty. Perhaps, 
she also went there to take eare of the injured. She did not cairy any 
sword, bow or arrow, 

Then, the uncxpeeted happened! The archers disobeyed the 
Messenger of Allah (jg) by abandoning the position he commanded 
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them to mari wanting to collect booties. The tide then tumed against 
the Muslims in favour of the Quraysh and many clder Companions 
were martyred. The Messenger o f Allah (^) escaped on t o the top o f 
the Mountain of Uhud and no one remains with him bu t a few 
Companions defending him with their bodies and souls; his molar 
teeth was broken and h e was injured in the face and his pure blood 
was shed, 

It was then that Umm 'Ainmarah dropped her vessel of water 
and the zeal of her faith was swirled up, boiling like a cooking kettle 
in her feminine nature, She snatchcd a sword from one of the 
escaping fightcrs and a bow and an arrow from another, She stood 
firm defending the Messenger of Allah (jg|) and he saw her around 
him in this great stance of hers and her glorious defence for him. He 
also saw the enemy of Allah, Ibn Qamrah moving closer to her, So 
he called upon her son to protect her. 

Umm 4 Ammarah felt this eall, not only with her ears, but with 
her entire being and feelings. She also felt it with all her senses and 
from within love of Eemdn that flourished in her heart. She then said, 
ct O' Messenger of Allah, invoke Aliah to make us yoiir Companions 
in Paradise!" 

That was the goal she was aspiring for in this world and the 
Hercafter! 

She was not concemed with the safety of her body and life, 
neither was she concemed about wealth or fame or any of the things 
of this world. She only wanted to be among the dwellers of Paradise 
and t o be in the company of the Prophet ($g)! 

Such is the reality of faith, purity of certainty and wholesomeness of 
Islam. We are saying this, as an admonition, t o ourseives, t o onr 
families and to all those who work in the field o f Islamic propagation 
and resurgence. 



186 Umm 'Ammarah 

The Messenger or Allah (0) then supplicated for her saying, 
"O' Allah, make them my Companions in Paradise." 

Umm 'Ammarah said, "After this, I do not care about whatever 
happens." 

The supplication of the Prophet ( jg) actualised on Ihe entire 
househoid o f Umm 'Ammarah. Her s ons, 'Abdullah and Habeeb 
were martyred in the way of Allah. 

Allah's enemy, Ibn Qamrah was able t o overcome Umm 
'Ammarah. He hit her neck with sword and made her suffer a deep 
wound that she continued to nurse for the rest of her life until she died 
and met the pleasure o f Allah. 

Umm 'Ammarah won a medal in the battle of Uhud that was a 
somce of pride for her> in spite of the severe pain she suffered. No 
sooner had this wound relieved her a little through treatnient that it 
started to deteriorate anew, 

She also had ari invocation from the mouth of the Messenger 
of Ailah (gg) and from his noble heart, that serv T ed as a provisi on for 
her in the remaining years of her life and as a light throughout the 
darkness of nights and days and with which she dispcllcd the 
darkness of events, making her a radiating model 

4 Umar ibn al-Khattab (4^) narrates to us from the Messenger 
of Allah (0) his noble saying, "Whenever 1 turned left or right on the 
day of the battle of Uhud, 1 always saw her (Umm 'Ammarah) 
fighting in my defence." 

Besides the medal that Umm 'Ammarah camed since the 
battle of Uhud and the invocation the Prophet (0) made for her that 
Allah should make her his Cornpanion in Paradise, she also won a 
noble and high commendation by which she attained tlie ranks of the 
heroie fighters in the way of Allah, This was before the hijdh was 
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niade obligatory and the women were commanded to stay in their 
houses and before they were told that their Hajj was their jihad, 

The ship o f life proceeded with her in a wave that was like 
mountains! 

Umm * Ammarah experienced great occurrences in her family 
that if these occurrences were to be brought upon huge mountains 
they would have tumed them t o a levelled p lain or t o fluffed up wool 
Bu t this woman, in the depth of her heart, as aresult o f the blessing of 
her Companionship with the Prophet (gg) and his supplication for 
her, was extremely strong and very much persevering, 

The Prophet's choice fell upon her son Habeeb, as one of his 
two envoys t o Musaylamah the liar of the clan of B anu Haneefah 
who claimed prophethood. Habeeb was the younger of her two sons 
frorn her lirst husband, Zayd ibn 'Asini, He was handsome, gentle- 
hearted, strong in Eeman, steadfast and truly dear to the heart of 
Umm 'Ammarah. 

When he delivered the message and fulfilled the trust assigned 
t o him, Musaylamah asked him, "Do you believe that Muhammad is 
the Messenger of Allah?" He answered in the affirmative. 

Musaylamah then said, "Do you believe that I am a Messenger 
of Allah?" He said, "I can't hear." 

Musaylamah ran into a fury and commanded that Habeeb be 
tortured until he testified that he was a messenger of Allah, So his 
limbs were then cut piece by piece w r hile he was tied up, He did not 
utter anything but a testimony to the Oneness of Allah and the 
messengership of Muhammad (sg). He continued in this state until he 
breathed his las t and his soul aseended to its Creator. And the sad new 
was brought to Umm 'Ammarah. 
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The Messenger of Allah (0) in the company of Abu Bakr and 
*Umar came t o her to console her on this great calamity concerning 
her son, the beloved Habeeb, It was at a time that the deep wound in 
her neck had deteriorated and her pains had become severe. She was, 
in fact, overwhelmed by calamities* But she bore all that with 
cxtraordinary perseverance, 

She vowed that she would witness and take part in the killing 
of Musaylamah the liar as she vowed that she would not touch her 
body with water imtil she fulfilled this vow, as a way of fulfilling the 
obligation she owed to Allah and His Messenger (jg) and as a way of 
avenging the death of her son Habeeb, 

After the death of the Prophet (0); Abu Bakr and "Umar 

would visit her t o assure, console and honour her until the Wars o f 
Apostasy and the battle of Yamamah took place. 

Inevitably, the caliph Abu Bakr could not but agree t o Umm 
'Ammarah's request to fulfil her vow. He allowed her to set out for 
the war with the Muslim army, 

Then, Umm 'Ammarah was already ageing and she had 
became feeble. Though her head was already covered with grey hair, 
her heart was still exuberating with faith. The good word is like a 
pleasant tree whose root is firm and whose branch is in the sky, It 
gives out its fruits all the time with the permission o f its Lord. How 
then, can this tree be affected with weakness and dryness? How could 
Umm 'Ammarah be affected with stagnation?! 

It i s one o f the strange acts of destiny that Wahshi ibn Harb 
who killed Hamzah in the battle of Uhud was also the one who killed 

4 I 

Musaylamah, and with the same javelin. 

While the battle was raging, Umm 'Ammarah with her son 
'Abdullah on her side were pushktg their way into the rows of 
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fighters looking for Musaylamah m order to reach him and take 
revenge from him, 

Tn that battle, Umm 'Ammarah sustained more than twelve 
wounds i n different parts o f her body; and she bled profusely, Her 
arm was cut off ? starting from her already injured neck. In spite of 
that, she proceeded in pursuance of her goal without feeling any pain, 

She was directcd to MusaylamaJi who was lying in the ground 
wounded. Wahshfs javelin had penetrated deep into his body, Umm 
' Ammarah moved closer to him and started hitting him with a spear 
until he died, She then felt some sense of satisfaction and was a bit 
relieved. 

When she retumed to Madeenah, she came to meet her 
appointed tirae. T t was only a little after her return that she 
surrendcred her soul pcacefully, smilingly and willingly. 

And tomorrow she will meet her lovcd ones: Muhammad and 
his Companions, and she will be fortunate to be in his company 

Dear reader, this is another aspect of the personality of Umm 
* Ammarah, It is an aspect that is not less important: She was a 
narrator of hadith who had an excellent memory. She narrated to us 
some hadiths of the Messenger of Allah (^). Therefore, the scholarly 
aspect of her life also has its place and importance. 

You will notice that some of her narrations contain fiqh and 
Islamic legal rules. 

For example, at-Tirmidhi ? an-Nasa'i and Ibn Majah reported in 
their Sunan on the authority of Umm 'Ammarah that the Messenger 
of Allah (jgp visited her and she presented him with food. The 
Prophet (£0 told her, lc Eat" She said> 4 T am fasting." The Prophet 
00 then said> "If food is eaten in the house of a fasting person, the 
angels will invoke blessing on him." 
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Abu Dawood also reportcd on the authority of Umm 
'Ammarah that, 'The Messenger of Allah (0) wanted to perform 
ablution and a vessel that contained a one third mudd of water was 
brought to him." 

Ibn Mandah also reported on the authority of Umm * Ammarah 
that she said, "I was looking at the Messenger of Allah ($0 while he 
was slaughtering his sacrificial camcls with a spear, in a s tanding 
position." 

Al-Waqidi reported that Umm 'Ammarah said, "Men were 
shaking the hands of the Messenger of Allah (jg) in the night of (the 
pledge of) t Aqabah while aPAbbas (his uncle) was holding the 
Prophefs hand, When it remained only me and Umm Manee\ my 
husband, 'Arabah ibn 'Amr said, 'Messenger of Allah, these are two 
women who came with us to pledge their allegiance to you/ The 
Prophet (£g) said, 'I have accepted their pledge upon what I accepted 
your pledge on, for 1 do not shake women's hands. ? " 

May Allah he pleased with Umm 'Ammarah and please her! 
May He make Paradise her abode and make her a model to be 
emulated by our mothers, sisters, wives and daughters! 



Rufaydah al-Aslamiyah 

May Allah be pleased with her 



t 



here are some people who are not widely popular until we 
have an extensive and detailed study of their lives. And there are 
otliers who are short into fame by a single incidence, a single event or 
just an aspect of their lives. This event, in spite of its short period, 
may be more memorable than decades or other different events, 

Rufaydah al-Ansariyah or al-Aslamiyah falls into the sccond 
category. 

She emeiged to us in the context of her camp, 'Rufaydah 's 
Tent'. This camp has become a name that is always mentioned with 
her name throughout her life and throughout the course of history. 

The first mention of her was diiring the battle of the Trench 
(otherwise known as battle of Confederates) when Mu'adh (4^.) was 
struck with a spear in his medial arm vein causing him a big wound. 
The Messenger of Allah ($&) said, "Let him stay in Rufaydah's Tcnt 
in the mosquc until I return soon," 

So Rufaydah was known as her tent was also known. The 
place of the tcnt and its importance are also known. Rufaydah was 
known to all the Companions. She was known for her caring for the 
sick and the wounded and her treatment of them. 

No doubt, this job needs medical knowledge and experience; 
and knowledge of production and application of drugs and treatment 
of wounds and broken bones. Rufaydah was qualified in all these 
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aspects, and within a limitcd period of time. This is not an 
exaggcration. We are also not giving Rufaydah J s expertise a 
scientific arena more than what the fundamental s of science of this 
age would allow. 

As for expenses, all that had been from her personal money 
and effort She did not take any wage or reward for her works. Rather, 
she spent generously and hopcd to get her reward irom Allah alone. 

Dear reader, you can imagine the extent of knowledge, effort 
and expenses, when you realise the number of wars fought by the 
Muslim s under the leadership of the Prophet (|g) and how 
*Rufaydah's Tenf is moved from one battleground to another. 

T have had the opportunity to write about Rufaydah on a 
number of oceasions and I felt honoured for that. Each time, I was 
imagining the material rcality o f the topic with ail its dimensions, 
This had made great inipaet in my mind, eonstraining my heart and 
making me short of words. 

Without being immodest, I have never, tliroughout my wide 
reading, come aeross an individual who could rival Rufaydah in the 
histories of nations and peoples, unfess we talk of the effort of a 
group, organisation, government or state, 

When wc read the history [especially the life history o f the 
Noble Prophet (|§g)], we find that there were a number of female 
Companions of the Prophet who went out to take care of the 
wounded and give water to the fliirsty. This means that they were 
doing all that in the Rufaydah's Tcnt, set up for that purpose, 

Setting up of this tent means provision of what the injured 
could lie on, availability of surgicat and autopsy matcrials, drugs, 
bandages for dressing wounds, special foods, availabili(y r of nurses 
who were ? of course, the female Companions who served the 
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wounded and took care o f them. 

AU this was under the supervision of Rufaydah, and with her 
personal participation. 

Rufaydah's Tent can be compared to what i s known as field 
hospital in modern military terms. 1 1 was ccrtainly one of the first 
founding cells of Islamic civilisation. 



Umm Waraqah the Martyr 

May Allah be pleased with her 



Ot 



T* 



O* Messenger of Allah, You have said the tmth! And you are 
not but the truthful and trustworihy one! You are rather the most 
truthflil and the most trustworthy human! 

That was what you are known for by the eariier and later 
generations. How noble your farne is! How great your character is! 
You r Lord had refmed you and brought you up under His observation 
and carc! He commended you in His Book. 

The Owner of Blessing and Praise has extolled many of His 
Messenger s and Prophets, among whom are Messenger of 
Resoluteness and others, He extolled them with specifie attributes. 

The story of Umm Waraqah> the martyr, is certainly one of the 
prominent landmarks and clear signs on the path of prophethood. 

Umm Waraqah was one of the Ansari female Companions* 
She was of high and noble iineage and she was wealthy. She 
embraced Islam and believed in the words o f her Lord. She devoted 
her attention to the Noble Quran reading it, memori si ng it and 
following its teachings and rules, The Qur'an became her main 
concem and all aspects of her private and public life revolved around 
it. She attained a high and commendable status in this aspeet. 

When the Messenger of Allah (j0) called upon the Muslims to 
go to Badr to intercept a caravan o f Quraysh led by Abu Sufiyan, 
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Sakhr ibn Harb, on its way back from Syria and that was carrying 

commercial commodities, that Allah might transfer it to them, 
especially the emigrants from whom the Quraysh seized their houses, 
properties and monies, Umm Waraqah wanted to go out with the 
Prophet (jg). She explained her wish and her intention. 

She came t o h i m and said: "O 1 Messenger o f Allah, allow me 
to go out with yon so that I could nur s e the sick ones among your 
Companions, and perhaps, Allah will bless me with martyrdoni" 

The Messenger of Allah replied her, "Stay in your house, 
Allah will bless you with martyrdom." 

From that day onward, she was caiied l the martyr\ 

Umm Waraqah was in fact infiuenced by the concept of 
martyrdom, and that it is a contract of allegiance between the Creator, 
High and Exaited and His believing servants. Allah (§|) says; 

al£ff & <£\ fi& && d*,P <<>, £3 ff ^ 

*{Verily, Allah has purchased of the believers their lives and their 
properties for [the pricej that theirs shall be the ParadLse. They fight 
in Allah 's Cause, so they kill [others] and are killed. It is a promise in 
truth which is binding on Him in the Tawrdt [TorahJ and the Injeel 
[Gospel] and the Quran. And who is tmer to his covenant than 
Allah? Then rejoice in the bargain which you have concluded. That is 
the supreme success.^ (Qur'an 9: 111) 

Umm Waraqah attained success in this world and got a lot of 
wealth, fame, noble lineage, high status and all that the seeker of this 
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world would want to have, But she never strived for the beauty of this 
world though she saw it rising and falling in people's hands, She saw 
that the material s o f this world would end and what is with Allah 
would remain. 

She was deeply influenced by the picture o f the bliss of 
Paradise that never changcs or comes to an end. She was cqually 
moved by the news of what Allah has prepared there for its dwellers 
of an enjoinment that no eye has seen, no ear has heard and no human 
heart has ever imagined, especially prepared for the martyrs. 

In her expression, "bless me", we will realize her accurate 
understanding and clear intention. It is in this context that sound 
balancing between the 'purchase' and 'sale' (in the above verse) can 
be realized, 

Umm Waraqah stayed in her house and devoted her time to her 
scripts in which Soorahs o f the Qur * an were written, reciting their 
verses with humbleness and piet>. With the passing of each day, she 
increases in her closeness to Allah and in her piety, 

As we have said earlier, she was known since that day, the day 
of the battle of Badr as 'the martyr \ None of the Companions or 
other people mentioned her except with this noble title. 

But how, since days and months passed while she was still alive?!!! 

One day, she came to the Prophet (^) seeking permission to 
have a caller to prayer {mu 'adh-dhin) in her house. He granted her 
that request and she made a seetion of her house praying area where 
she led some Muslim women of her family and her female relatives 
and friends who met in her house in prayer s. 

She was overwhelmed with happiness to see herself 
worshipping her Lord amidst a group of women around her whose 
ranks kept swelling every day and who constantly supplicated to 
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Allah and remembered Hiia 



She was not married, either di d she had any children. But she 
was not living alone in her big house, She had a housemaid and a 
male servant who served her. She treated them, like a mother would 
treat her children, affectionately and lovmgly. 

U nun Waraqah responded positively to the law of Allah. This 
should definitely be so since she was a truthful believer, given to 
ftequent observance of fast and night prayers. She sought her reward 
from Allah in the abode of the Hereafter. 

She made a will that if she died, the housemaid and the male 
servant should be set free* This action has brought joy t o the servant 
and the maid and they expccted the decrce of Allah upon thcir 
m i stres s, U min Waraqah! 

The Messenger of Allah (jg) died. And the mantle of 
Icadership of the Ummah fell on Abu Bakr (^). Then came Umar's 
turn, as the second caliph. 

Throughout this period, Unim Waraqah was still alive, aging, 
continuing in her acts of worship and keen to meet Allah as a pure 
Muslimah. 

She used to sleep very little in the night In the hours of 
darkness she would seek Allah's forgiveness and worship Him in 
humbleness. She would pray and recite the Quran unceasingly. 

One night, a ealler called, "Come to martyrdom, J Umin 
Waraqah! The time has come and your appointment with death is 
here! The earth k confined for you in spite of its vastness! What is 
with Allah is best and lasting! You certainly have neaniess to Allah 
and a good place of retum!" 

The announcer o f blessing and success has made his 
proclamation regarding Umin Waraqah. 
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S atari then sereamed into the ears o f the servant and the maid 
telling them, "It has been too long; what are you then waiting for? 
Come to freedom! lt is only Umra Waraqah's last hreaths that lie 
between you and your freedom, Come on!" 

So both of them stood up and strangled her to death. They then 
wrapped her in piece of cloth, put her at a side of the house and fled. 

The commander o f the faithful 'Umar G^>) woke up for Fajr 
prayen He observed something that attracted his attention, When h e 
finished from the prayer h e told people, "By Allah I did nol hear the 
recitation of my aunty Umm Waraqah last night!!" 

He then came t o her house in the company o f some people to 
see what had happened to her When they entered, they found no one 
and they did not hear any movement, 1 1 was then that 'Umar sensed 
that something unpleasant rmght have happened to her! 

And suddenly they found her wrapped in a piece of cloth - - dead! ! ! 

'Umar then said, "Allah and His Messenger said the truth!" 

And those who were with him echoed, "Allah and His Messenger 
said the truth!" 

We> who came centuries and generations after them are also 
saying, "Allah and His Messenger said the truth!" 

Umm Waraqah was eventually blessed with martyrdom! 

'Umarwent back to the mosque, ascended the pulp i t and brokc 
the news to the people, He then commanded that the two run-away 
servant s shouid be pursued and brought to justice, 

They were brought because they had not gone far from 
Madeenah. They confessed to their crime and they were ordered t o be 
cmcified, Allah ($g) says: 
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^The recompense o f those who wage war against Allah and His 
Messenger and do mischief in the land is only that they shall b e kilied 
or crucified or their hands and their feet be cut off from opposite 
sides, or be exiled from the land, That is their disgrace in this world, 
and a great torment is theirs in the Hereafter.j* (Quran 5: 33) 



Umm Kulthoom bint Uqbah 

May Allah be pleased with her! 
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llah (f||) says 



bg*^ £W 4*\ &ym£l* <&&* ^*P j&md* H, && 4# ¥>-; 

ir f* >*" ^ >Jf* ^ 

i 

I^U qul\ l£b Qp ^ j^ 4tl o\ M & jJCJ^j <>4*U yj^ 

^0' you who believe! When believing women corne to yon as 
emigrants, examine tliem; Allah knows best as to their Faith, then If 
yon ascertain that they are true believers, send them not back to the 
disbelievers. They are not lawful [wives] for the disbelievers nor are 



59 



>he is a half 'Uthmin ibn 'Affin's half sister. 
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the disbelievers lawful [husbands] for them. But give the disbelievers 
that [amount of money] which they have spent [as their Mahr] to 
them* And there will be no sin on you to marry them if you have paid 
their Mahr to them. Likewise hold not the disbelieving women as 
wives, and ask for [the retum ofj that which you have spent [as Mahr] 
and let them [the disbelievers] ask back for that which they have 
spent, That is the Judgement o f Allah. H e judges between you. And 
Allah is All-Knowing, All-Wise, 

And if any of your wives have gone ftom you to the disbelievers [as 
apostates and you ask them to retum back your Mahr but they 
refliscd] — then you went out for a Ghazwah [military cxpedition] 
[against them and] gained booty; then pay from that booty to those 
whose wives have gone, the equivalent of what they had spent [on 
their Mahr]. And fear Allah in Whom you believe. 
O' Prophet! When believing women come to you to give you the 
Bay 'ah [pledge], that they will not associate anything in worship with 
Allah, that they will not steal, that they will not commit illegal sexual 
intercoursc, that they will not kill their children, that they will not 
utter slander, intentionally forging falsehood [Le. by making illegal 
children belonging to their husbands], and that they will not disobey 
you in Ma'roof [Islamic Monotheism and all that which Islam 
ordains], then accept their Bay 'ah [pledge], and ask Allah to forgive 
them, Veriiy, Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most MercifuL 
O* you who believe! Take not as friends the people who incurred the 
Wrath of Allah [i. e. the Jews]. Surely, they have despaired of 
[receiving any good in] the Hereafter, just as the disbelievers have 
despaired of those [buried] in graves [that they will not be resurreeted 
on the Day of Resurrection].> (Qur'an 60: 10-J3) 

Umm Kulthoom was a noble braneh from an ignoble tree, and 
a bird flying outside its floek. She was a fragrance exuding rose, 
surrounded by poisonous thorns! 
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Her father, 4 Uqbah ibn Abi al»Mu*eet was among the gang of 
sinful and evil men who waged war against A 11 ah 's Messenger (Ig) 
and against his calL He was in the group of Abu JahL Abu Lahab and 
Ubayy ibn Khalaf who were the leaders of disbetief, obstinacy, 
arrogance, aggression and injustice* 

Umm Kulthoom was the aUMumtahanah (the woman who 
was examined) after whom the Soorah was named. It was her case 
that prompted the revelation o f those clear verses, 

Her migration from Makkah to Madeenah and her being in the 
company of Allah 's Messenger (|f|) were a blessing in the sense that 
verses upon which laws that determine how the relationship between 
spouses, who follow different religions should be, are based. The 
verses also contain mles regarding women's pledge of allegiance to 
the Prophet (jg), among many other rules. 

Let us start with Umm Kulthoom Cugg») from the beginning. 

She was among the earliest Muslims in Makkah. She was in 
fact one of the veiy first Muslims, She was then unmarried, This 
pointed t o personal freedom and her pride in that, 

She was not among the weak and persecuted Muslims, for 
none among her relarives dared coerce her or inconvenience her. She 
was in contact with those who believed and stayed in Makkah for 
different purposes, 

The situation continued like this unti! the day of the Truce of 
Hudaybiyah, that was a decisive day for Umm Kulthoom in 
particular and a unique day for the Muslims in general 

When she knew of the articles and conditions of the truce, she 
realized that the truce offered her an opportunity for migration and 
joining Allah's Messenger {$£) and her fellow Muslims in 
Madeenah. So she set out 
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"She was the first person to migrate to Madeenah after the Prophet's 
migration. We did not know of any Muslim Qurayshi woman who 
went out of her parents' house and migrated to Allah and His 
Messenger (m) exeept Umm Kulthoom. She went out of Makkah 
alone and she (later) travelled in the company of a man from Banu 
Khuza'ah tribe until she arrived at Madeenah. 

On her heels were her brothers, *Ammarah and al-Waleed. 
They arrived at Madeenah on the seeond day of her arrivaL They 
went to Allah 's Messenger Qj$ and told him, 'O' Muhammad, folfil 
your obligation to us!' 

They meant one of the eonditions of the truce that stipulated 
that he should send back anyone from among the Quraysh who came 
to him as a migrant, even if he was upon his religion. 

Umm Kulthoom immediately interjected, 'O' Messenger of 
Allah, lama woman. And women are naturally weak. I fear that (if I 
am sent back) they might tempt me in my religion and I might not be 
able to bear that' 

So, the Messenger of Allah (jg) rejected the argument of 
'Ammarah and al-Waleed. It was on this occasion that Allah revealed 
His saying, iO* you who believe! When believing women come to 
you as emigrants, examine themK" 

The examination did really take place but how? 

Ibn 'Abbas was asked about how the Messenger of Allah (j||) 
examined the women and he answered: "The Prophet (0) would 
examine them thus, *Tell me by Allah, did you migrate beeause you 
don't like your husband? Tell me by Allah, did you migrate just 
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In his famous work» ai~Tabaqat. 
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because you want to abandon a land for another? Tell me by Allah, 
did you migrate because of a material o f this world that you wish to 
attain? Tell me by Allah, you did not migrate but for your love for 
Allah and His Messenger?" 

Al-Bazzar narrated that the one who made the women swear 
on the order the Messenger of Allah (jg) was 'Umar ibu al-Khattab 



Umm Kulthoom was examined and she passed the examination! 

Her examination really consisted of many things. Some o f 
them perhaps took place on the day of the Truce of Hudaybiyah! 

In retrospection, we realized that the greatest test that faced 
Umm Kulthoom was the day her father, 'Uqbah ibn Abi Mu'eet was 
killed in captivity after the Battle of Badr, for he was taken a captive. 
When he was presented for execution, no ransom was accepted on his 
behalf, as a recompense for the evil he had committed against Allah 
and His Messenger (jg). He then asked the Prophet (0) in 
desperation, "Muhammad, Who will be there for the children?!" The 
Prophet ($g) replied, "Hell!" 

Perhaps, Umm Kulthoom wept when the news of her father's 
death reaehed her because he died a disbeliever Nevertheless, his 
death did not affect her faith and Islam, neither did it shake her at 

little bit. 

She did not migrate in order to escape from an oppressive husband! 

She did not migrate in search of a wealth! 

And she did not migrate in search o f worldly material she could get or 
a husband she could marry! 

Umm Kulthoom belonged t o the Banu Umayyah tribe, one of 
the leading tribes o f Quraysh, She was of noble birth, yet she was 
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pleased to many a freed slave, Zayd ibn Harithah. This was her first 
marriage after her migration, She then married Zubayr ibn ' Awwam 
for whom she had a daughter named Zaynab after the martyrdom of 
Zayd in the Battle o f Mu'tah. She was later widowed by the death of 

Zubayr. 

After the death of Allah *s Messenger (0), she married 
'Abdur- Rahman, ibn £ Awf, m accordance with the Prophet's 
instructiom This is evidenced by a narration reported by Ibn Mandah 
that 'Umar ibn al-Khattab told Umm Kulthoom, "Did the Messenger 
of Allah (^|) ask you to many the leader of the Muslims, ' Abdur- 
Rahman ibn f Awf?" And that she answered in the affirmative, 

She had for 'Abdur-Rahman his two sons, Humayd and 
Ibraheem, When 'Abdur-Rahman also died, ' Amr ibn al-'As married 

m ' * 

her. But she died only a month after this marriage. 

Her repeated marriages after Zayd 5 s martyrdom indicate that 
she was much sought after because of her religiosity> good morals 
and high status. This is in addition to the Arabs' custom of showing 
sense o f obligation to a deceased friend by marrying his widows. 

As for the Prophet's saying, "Marry the leader of the Muslims, 
4 Abdur-Rahman ibn 6 Awf \ it might be an emotional consolation for 
her t o many a leader after she had married a freed slave. Allah knows 
best 

The < Examined Woman*, UmmKulthoom opened — - with this 
incidence — a number of chapters for Islamic legal rules and 
principles of law by which social relationships could b e arranged and 
put in order in the best and perfect form, This is a manifestation of 
Allah *s favour upon her and upon all Muslims, without being unjust 
to or being biased against anyone. Ali praise is due to Allah Lord of 
all the worlds. 



Umm Sulaym bint Milhan 

May Allah be pleased with her! 



I 



alking about Umni Sulaym i s multidimensional. Tncidences 
relating to her being around the Prophet (jgg) are many. But at! 
revolved around onc thing: her love for Allah and His Messenger 

GBD- 

It is in the context of this great love that it can be easy for us to 
diseuss the personality of Umm Sulaym and cast light on her 
qualities. 

While we are presenting her history — with due humility and 
respect — we beseech Allah to inspire our Muslim women with the 
pure spirit of Umm Sulaym so that they can arise from the abyss of 
stagnation and indolence to a high ground, a place of rest, security 
and flowing streams. Then the women, who are the half of the 
soeicty, will no longer remain a captive who indulge in blind 
imitation and folio w desir e. 

Umm Sulaym was an Ansari woman from Madeenah. She 
embraced Islam with the earliest Muslims. The historians greatly 
disagree on her real name, Some said hername is Sahlah, some said it 
is Rumayiah, some said it is Rumaythah^ some said it Maleekah and 
some said it is Ghumaysd* or Rumaysah\ 

Pcrhaps, this great difTerence in her name was caused by the 
popuiarity of her niekname, Umm Sulaym. 
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When Umm Sulaym embraced Islam she was married to Malik 
ibn Nadr who disagreed with her and continued in his polytheism, 
having blocked his own heart from guidance and his eyes from the 
light of Islam. This led to their separation, 

That was the first stand of Umm Sulaym after she embraced 
Islam. The love of Allah and His Messenger was more precious than 
the love for marital and family relations, even if the person concerned 
was a closest relative and the father of the only son, Anas. 

Malik did not only divorce his wife, Umm Sulaym. He also left 
Madeenah. It was unbearable for him to eontinue living in Madeenah 
with the Messenger of Allah (M), So he headed for Syria where he 
died after a short while, as a lonely refugee. He was not only exiled 
from his homeland, but also from Allah's mercy. 

This stand of Malik reminds me of a saying of Allah's 
Messenger (jgg), "Indeed, Madeenah expels (bad) persons as a 
furnace removes the impurities of iron." 61 The Messenger of Allah 
tf) said the truth. 



And Umm Sulaym proeeeded in her way to Allah. If every 
step she took and every progress she made indieated anythmg, it is no 
more than her overwhelming love for Allah and her attainment of the 
highest degree in that. 

After her divorce from Malik and his departure for exile, Abu 
Talhah al-Ansari came to ask for her hand in marriage. He was then 
still on his polytheism and paganism, 

What was the response of Umm Sulaym, who preferred the 
love of Allah and His Messenger above the love of husband and the 
father of the only child? 



61 Bukhari. 
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She said i n the peak o f conditions of faith and certainty, "Abu 
Talhah, didn't you know that your deity that you worship grow ironi 
the earth?" He answered iri the affirmative. She said, "Are you then 
not ashamed of worshipping a tree?" 

After this severe rebuke and outright disparaging of the 
wooden deity, without fearing Abu Talhah who was known for his 
bravery, strength and position among his people, Umm Suiaym then 
spoke gently and said, "I have embraced Islam and I do not wan t any 
saddg (bridal gift) more than your acceptance of Islam," 

Abu Talliah said, "Let mc think over it" 

He came back after a while and said, "I testify that there is no 
deity worthy of worship except Allah and I testify that Muhammad is 
the Messenger of Allah!" 

Umm Suiaym then told her son Anas who had not yet reached 
puberty, "Anas, give (me) in marriage to Abu Talhah," And the 
marriage took place, 

Umm Suiaym was the first Muslim woman to accept a suitor's 
embrace of Islam as mahr (bridal money). This was a new 
memorable and commendable tren d, and it is one of stances recorded 
in Umm Sulaym's great and glorious record. It is undoubtedly a 
manifestation of the great love she had for Allah and His Messenger 

(Sg). 

The spring of pure love continued to gush out copiously, 
glowingly and cleanly. She brought her son, Anas who was only a 
ten-year old boy to the Messenger of Allah (0) and said, "O' Allah 's 
Messenger! This is Anas, I brought him to serve you!" 

The Messenger of Allah (0) excellently received him and 
accepted him into his household. 
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Anas remained with the Messenger of Allah <jg|) serving him 
for the ten years the Prophet spent in Madeenah, after he migrated 
there until he died. Never did he leave his eompany whether he was at 
home or on a joumey. No wonder that he was able to grasp many 
hadiths about the Prophef s situations, deeds and sayings. He was m 
fact, an authority and a treasure of this great knowledge. 

This also was a manifestation of the great love for Allah and 
His Messenger (£g) that overwhelmed the life of this eminent woman 
ever since she accepted Islam until she died. 

Milhin's house which was the home of Umrn Sulaym and 
Umm Haram was the only house that the Prophet ($|g) used to enter 
besides the apartments of his wives. That may have a reason. Anas 
gave this reason when he said, 6 The Prophet (gj|) would visit Umm 
Sulaym who would present him with something she specially made 
for him/* He added, "The Messenger of Allah (jgjg) did not use to 
enter any house except that of Umm Sulaym — and of course, those 
of his wives. When he was asked of that he said, "Her brother was 
killed while he was fighting on my side." 

Ibn Hajar said in al-Isdbah 62 : "And I said, *The reason for his 
visiting of Umm Haram and her sister, Umm Sulaym is that the two 
sisters lived in the same apartment" 

Dear reader, this kind of visit that gives members of the 
household a delight because of the presence of Allah's Messenger 
(IH) used to take place, of course, in the presence of mahrams. 63 For, 
it is illogical that the Prophet of mercy, guidance, excellent morals 
and pure laws could have visited women who were not members of 
his household in the absence of theii mahrams. He was always as 



62 AUsabah, voi 4, p. 442. 

63 A mahram is a woman's husband or a male member of her family with 
whom marriage is permanently forbidden like her father, brother, unele, etc. 
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described by Allah 

^Indeed in the Messenger o f Allah [Muhammad] yon have a good 
example to follow for hitn who hopes for [the Meeting with] Allah 
and the Last Day, and remembers Allah rnucb.^ (Qur'an 33: 21) 

From this great love tbat abounds in Umm Sulaym 's school we 
learn a new lesson — and how many are her lessons! It is a lesson 
that is full of cognizance and unders tanding o f fundamental s of 
marital relationship that is built on tranquillity, love and affectioiL 
Allah (||) says: 






%, „ 






s*s 




*{And araong His Signs is this, that He creatcd for you wives from 
among yourselves, that yon may find repose in the m, and He has put 
betwecn you affection and mercy.„fc (Qur f an 30: 21) 

Tt is authentically reported tbat a son of her s bom to Abu 
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3 You [tme believers in Islamic Monotheism, and real followers of 
Prophet Muhammad and his Sunnah] are the best of peoples ever 
raised up for mankind; you enjoin al-Maroof [i. e. Islamic 
Monotheism and a1l that Islam has ordained] and forbid aUMunkar 
[polytheism, disbelief and all that Islam has forbidden], and you 
believe in Allah„> (Qur'an 3: 110) 

We want Eemdn to bum fervently in us, its light to shine 
brilliantly in our souls and its blessings to spread all over aspects of 
our Jives. We want the obligation commanding aJl that is good and 
prohibiting all that is evil to take its root in our society, in all its 
senses far from falsehood, deceptions and frivolities. 

We want the Muslim famtly to transform mto a new institution 
under a judicious> tender and compassionate motherhood that 
believes in Allah and is pure and pious. 

We want a Muslim woman who is not deviating o r causing 
temptations! 

A woman who is not authoritative, crude or obstinate... 

A woman who is far from slandering, idle talk or foolishness,,. 

A woman who takes the women who are around the Messenger of 
Allah (jg) as her role models! 

O' Allah! You are the Givcr of guidance, the Helper and the 
Pnotector of the pious ! 

All praise is Yours in this world and in the Hereafter; and there 
is neither power nor strength except with You, You are the Most 
Mercifiil of all those who show mercy. 
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Glossary 



[Alameen 


a&* 


Ameen 


jj\ 


Al-Hajar al- 
Aswad 





Al-Isra ' 



Ar-Rijs 

Ar-Rujz 
As-Sabiroon 



As-Siddeeq 
Ooqiyah 

Bay 'ah 

Bay'ah ar- 
Ridwan 



#1^1 



: Mankind and jinn, universe 
; O* Allah accept our invocation 

: The black stone placed at the comer 
beside the door of Ka'bah, in Makkah 

: Lit the journey by night; name of the 
117th Soorah of the Qur'an, the night 
journey of the Prophet from Makkah to 
Jerusalem on 27th of Rajab before 
Hijrah 

( _ r j r ^i : Evil deeds and sirjs 

j^-^ji : The idols 

jj^t^jl ; Sing. Sdbir\ The patient ones, people 
ready to bear all difficulties with 
patience for Islam 

: The trulhful, a person answering the call 
of Islam spontaneously 

: PL awaq; A measure of silver, equal to 
forty dirhams or 123 gms* of silver 

: Pledge of allegiance 

jl^^l ***> : A pledge t o fight to the las t was taken by 
the Prophet under a tree at Hudaybiyah 

when a news reached that 'Uthman (who 
was there to negotiate) is martyred in 
Makkah, Later the news proved to be 






aJj\ 
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Birr 
Da 'wah 
Diyah 



Eemdn 

Fajr 

Firdaws 

Fitnah 

Ghazwah 



Hasan 



Hijdb 

Hawdaj 

Ihram 

+ 

Illiyeen 

Ishd ' 
Ma 'roof 



hj* 



falsc and he retumed to the Prophet 

^ : Righteousness, piety 

ijps : Preaching, preaching Islam 

hi : Blood money, i. e,, compensation for 
hornicide offered by the assassin to the 
survivors of the person killed in lieu of 
life for a life 

om : Faith, belief 

j*± i Dawn, Dawn prayer, name of the 89th 
Soorah of the Qur 5 an 

^JV : The highest station in Paradise 

: Tribulation, oppression 

: Pl, Ghazwat, Military expedition 
especially the one participated by the 
Prophet 

; Lit Good; In hadith terminology a 
prophetic hadith with approved chain o f 
transmitters but lesser than saheeh 

ul?^ ; Veil 

r*jA ; A litter carried by a camef , a seat for two 
or more, usualJy with a canopy 

LiiiJ : Forged statement h e 

>\j^\ : Dress code for 'Umrah and Hajj 

<jJu : A register wherein the good deeds of the 

pious and righteous people are recorded 

*U* : The Niglit prayer 

<*jjj** : Lit Well known, generally accepted; Ali 
that which Islam ordains 
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Mahr 



Mahram 



Masad 

Masdkeen 
Mawla 



Mu 'adh-dhin 
Mudd 



Mujahid 

Nawdfil 

Rak ah 

Rooh 

Sadaqat 



j$» : Bridal money paid by the groom to his 
bride a t the time o f Nikah — marriage 
contract 









-U 



JjbSjt 



Being in a degree of consanguinity 
precluding marriage, a mart whom a 
wornan may never marry because o f the 
degree of closeness of the blood- 
relationship, i. e,, father, brother, son, 
uncle, father-in-law, etc. Awoman is not 
required to veil in front of him 

Palm fiber, mentioned in 1 Itth Soorah 
of the Qur'an 

Sing, Miskeen\ Poor, needy 

Pl, Mawdlee; Lord, Master, Protector 
and also slave, freed slave, with whom a 
tie o f mawla is established usuatly by 
having been slaves and then set free 

Calkr to prayer 

Pl. Amddd or Middd; a measure of 
volume, approximately a double-handed 
scoop 

Pl. Mujdhideen; A fighter for the cause 
of Allah 



Ji!^ : Sing. Nafi; Optional acts o f worship like, 
prayer, fasting, etc. 

i*fj : A unit in prayer 

rjj : Pl Arwah; the soul, vital spirit 

j>liwL^> ; Sing. Sadaqah\ Alms in general and also 
zakah 
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Saheeh 



Sakeenah 


•h 


Salam 


f y-: 


Sawm 


f J** : 


Seerah 


s^**- : 


Shahddah 


oiLfi : 


Soorah 




Takbeer 


*&■■ 


Tashahhud 


jLza : 



Tawheed 

'Umral al- 
Qadd' 



>Udl 



Authetic, a hadith term used to denote 
the narration most authentic and 

acceptable 

Tranquility ? calroness, reassurance 

Peace 

Fasting, a pitlar o f Islam 

Biography, generally Prophet's and his 
Companions biography 

Twin testimony of faith, Le., there is no 
deity save and except Allah and 
Muhammad is His messenger 

Chapter o f the Qur'an 

To say, L A!!dhu Akbar' — l Allah is All- 
Great* 

: Lit To make Shahddah; Sitting iu the 

second and/' or the last rak 'ah — unit o f 
prayer — after sajdah — prostration — 
and reciting Tahaiyydi 

y : Oneness of Allah, Islamic monotheism 

: An 'Umrah which could, for any reason, 
not be performed and is compensated for 



Directory of Symbols 



M): Subhdnahu wa Ta'dla -■ 'The Exalted' 



Sg): Salla-Allahu 'Alayhi wa Sallam — 'Blessings and peace 

be upon hiirf 

5g§&); 'Atayhis-Saldm — 'May peace be upon him' 

4^): itorfttz ^//aAm f ,4w/m — 'May Allah be pleased with him ' 



i^): Radia AUdhu 'Anhd — 'May Allah be pleased with her 




\ 



*v 
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On the following day, the Messenger of Allah (m) went to 
perform his prayers as usual and the Quraysh men were there in the 
vicinity of the Sacred Mosque waiting for what Abu Jahl would do. 
When the Messenger of Allah (gg) prostrated, Abu Jahl carried the 
rock and headed for where the Prophet (m) was praying. When he 
came close to him, he retreated in defeat and terror, The rock then 
dropped off his hands. Some men among the Quraysh went to him 
and asked him, "What's wrong with you, Abu al-Hakam?!' 5 He said, 
"I aimed at doing what I promised you to do, but when I moved close 
to him a large male camel accosted me. By Allah, I have not seen the 
like of it. It really wanted to eat me! " 

When that was mentioned to the Messenger of Allah (jgg) he 
said, "That was angel Gabriel. If he had moved closer he would have 



5 J 



After a while, Khadeejah, the loving mother died; and soon 
after, Abu Talib, the Prophet's affectionate uncle died, 

Then the Quraysh were overwhelmed by their ignorance and 
polytheism; and they mercilessly persecuted the Prophet (m) and his 
followers. Zaynab's heart was severely pained by this new spate of 
persecution against her father and his Companions* 

Migration 

Zaynab woke up one morning to hear that the Quraysh were in 
pursuit of the Messenger of Allah (jjg§) who had left Makkah for 
Yathrib (Madeenah) as an emigran! When she heard of his safe 
arrival there she was happy. 

After some days, an envoy 76 came from Yathrib and accompanied 



76 



His name is Zayd ibn Harithah. 
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Zaynab *s other two sisters, Umm Kulthoom and Fatimah to 
Madeenah. Zaynab remajned in Makkah m her husband's house 
waiting for Allah 's decision conceming her situation. 

Day of Criterion 

Allah (jji) says: 

iliiitj & jcg j£T ii« *^iT £l>j_5 ^£ft .wl^ij ** r >^=»j ^ 

^They ask you conceming fighting in the Sacred Months [i.e, Ist, 
7th> tlth and 12th months of the Islamic calendar]. Say, Tighting 
therein is a great [transgression] but a greater [transgression] with 
Allah is to prevent mankind from following the Way of Allah, to 
disbelieve in Him, to prevent access to al-Masjid-al- Haram [at 
Makkah], and to drive out its inhabitants, and al-Fitnah is worse than 
kffling.. J {Qur'an 2: 217) 

He, the Exalted, Almighty also says: 






^Permission to tlght [against disbelievers] is given to those 
[believers] who are fought against, because they ha v e been wronged; 
and surely, Allah is Able to give them [believers] victory. Those who 
have been expelled from their homes unjustly only because they said, 
Our Lord is Allah'. J (Qur'an 22: 39-40) 
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Before the Battle of Badr that took place on the 17^ of 
Ramadan 2 AM,, there was a skirmish between a company of 
Muslim army imder the leadership of *Abdullah ibn Jahsh and a 
group of Quraysh polytheists. Diiring this encounter, Wafid ibn 
' Abdullah at-Tarneemi shot Ibn al-Hadrarni with an arrow and killed 
him* The matter between the two sides almost led to a full-fledged 
war but the timely intervention of Majdi ibn 4 Amr prevented that. So 
the two sides signed a tnice. 

Still yet, the Quraysh capitalized on this incidence and started 
spreading it among the tribes that Muhammad (0) was violating the 
sacredness of the holy months through blood shedding and stirring 
up the fire of war, 

It is on account of the above that Allah revealed His saying, 
^They ask yon conceming fighting in the Sacred Months,, ,J» 

This was then followed by the permission to fight Allah says ? 
^Permission to fight [against disbelievers] is given to those [believers] 
who are fought against, because they have been wrongedj*. 

Then the Messenger o f Allah (^) was infonned of the return 
of a Quraysh caravan from Syria nnder the leadership of Abu Sufiyan 
carrying different kinds of wares. 

The Prophet (0) ealled upon his Companions to set out and 
accost the caravan telling them that perhaps Allah would make them 
win it as booty. 

They set out from Madeenah in a group o f about three hundred 
men. They had with them no more than seventy camels which they 
rode in turn. They had only two horses, one of which belonged to 
Zubayr ibn al- 6 Awwam and the other belonged to Miqdad ibn 4 Amr. 

When they approached Badr — which was a small village that 
had palm trees and water — the Messenger of Allah (jj|) realized that 
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Abu Sufiyan had known the Muslims' departure from Madeenah to 
accost h im and his caravan. So he took another way that was nearer to 
the coast, thcreby escaping with his caravan. 

The Prophet (0) was also informed that Abu Sufiyan had sen t 
a message to the Quraysh, seeking remforcement. He sent Damdam 
ibn ( Amr to tctl the Quraysh that Muhammad and his Companions 
had departed from Madeenah with the inten.ti.on of prevailing over the 
caravan with all its wares and all its men. 

When Damdam arrived at Makkah, he cried out from atop the 
mountain of Abud Qubays to the Quraysh that they should rescue 
their property bcfore Muhammad was able io prevail upon it. He 
screamed, "The caravan! The caravan! O 1 Quraysh!" 

The whole o f Quraysh rose up to the c all o f Abu Sufiyan and rescued 
their wares. The fully-equtpped reinforcement was led by Abu Jahl 

The Messenger of Aliah (|gp then consulted his Companions 
conceming tiris new development He wanted to know their views. 
They had come out in order to accost the caravan and prevail upon it 
and all that it carried of wealth. But now the situation had changed, 
They were now in front of a Quraysh legion that had up to one 
thousand fighters, What should they do? 

The first minister and the most trusted adviser, Abu Bakr ( 4 ^) 
was the first to talk and he talked appropriately, Then 'Umar talked 
and did so exceliently. Then Sa'd ibn Mu'adh, the Ansari chief 
talked. He said: 

"Allah 's Messenger! We believed in you and accepted your word as 
the truth. We testified that what you brought is the truth, and it was 
upon that that we gave you our covenants and pledges. Proceed to do 
whatever is shown to you by Allah. B y Allah, if you marched with us 
to the farthest place on the earth we would folio w you, and no man 
from among us would stay behind, We exercise patience in war and 
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we are sincere in our fight whenever we confront the enemy. Perhaps, 
Allah will show to you in us what will raake you happy*" 

Then Miqdad talked and said: 

"Messenger of Allah! Carry on with whatever Allah reveals to you. 
By Allah, if you take us to this sea and you embarked on it, we shall 
definitely do so with you. By Allah, we will not say what the children 
of Israel said to Moses, ( You, and y our Lord, go and fight. We shall 
remain here/ We will rather say ? s Go, you and your Lord, and fight, 
we shall fight along with you/" 

The opinion and the war 

The Messenger of Allah (jg) was pleased with what he heard. 
So he continued his march along with the Muslims to Badi\ They 
camped there waiting for the arrival of the Quraysh who had already 
been there before the Muslims. 

Hubab ibn al-Mundhir then came and addressed the Prophet 
saying, "Messenger of Allah! Was there any revelation from Allah 
that commanded us t o camp m this particular place and not to move 
elsewhere or is the matter subject to opinion, war and strategies?" 
The Prophet answered that the matter was subject t o opinion, war and 
strategi 

Hubab then said: "If that is the case, we should then move to 
another place where there is water so that we can be the ones who 
will be close to it, and we can drink and give drink to our animals 
while our enemies will not have that opportunity." 



The Messenger o f Allah (jg) agreed with the opinion of 
Hubab and did as he said. They then erected something like a pond 
around the water. Then they were ready to meet the expected enemy. 
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Abu al-'As the captive! 

Abu al~ 6 A$ had set out m the company of Quraysh in their 
mobilization to protect their wares threatened by the Muslims. A 
fight ensued, the Muslims won and Abu al-'As fell captive at the 
hands of Muslims* 

Whcn the captives were paraded before the Messenger o f 
Allah (jjgj), he took Abu al-* As aside and told those who were holding 
him ? "Treat the captives welL" 

Zaynab was in an unenviable position. When it was time t o 
ransom the captives, she wanted her husband to be rcturned to her, 
arousing by that the concern of her great father, She brought out from 
her clothes and jewellery box a necklace that used to be her mother's 
and which she presented t o her as a gift on her wedding day. She gave 
this necklace to her husband's brother, 'Amr ibn Rabee 4 so that he 
could present it as ransom for her husband. 

As soon as the Messenger of Allah (-£§) saw that necklace, he 
had a feeling of extreme compassion and his heart palpitated for the 
great memory. 

The Companions who were present there gazed in amazement 
having being captivated by the magnificence o f the situaiion, 

After a long silence, the Messenger of Allah (j||) addressed his 
Companions, who were holding Zaynab* s husband, "If you can 
release her captive to her and retum her property (the necklace) to 
her, do so/' 

They all said, "Yes, we will do so, Messenger of Allah!" 
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The separation 

But the Messenger of Allah (JH) requested Abu aP As to send 
Zaynab to him because Islam had already separated between them. 
And he swore a pledge that he would do so, 

A. 

Abu al- 4 As retumed to Makkah, and his wife was very happy 
to have him back. But sorrow and distress could be seen all over his 
fece. 

He told his wife, "Zaynab, 1 come here to bid you farewelL" 
And he told her of the pledge he had sworn to his father that he would 
sent her to him, 

Zaynab reluctantly departed Makkah and bade Abu al-'As an 
emotional farewell He told her, "Zaynab, whatever happens, I shall 
always love you as long as I Hve. Your ghost shall forever continue to 
fiil this house that had witnessed the sweetest and the most pleasant 
days of our Hfe." 

Zaynab wiped off her flowtng tears and went away. 

The Quraysh aeeostcd her on her way out and retumed her 
back to Makkah, She was terrified by what had happened- And she 
was pregnant S o she started bleeding until this led her to miscany 
Abu al-'As gave her protection in his house and took care of her until 
she regained some of her health and strength, 

One day, he seized upon Quraysh's inattention and sent her out 
of Makkah in the company o f his brother Kinanah until she was 
safely brought to the Messenger of Allah (jg). 

Kinanah retumed to Makkah reciting poetic verses whose 
meaning is as follows: 
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"I wonder how Habbar and some riffraff of his people, wanting to 
prevent me ftom guarding Muhammad 's daughter, 

I do not mind their multitude as long as I live and I could have my 
hand on my sword." 

Captive once again! 

Abu aI-*As travelled t o Syria with a Quraysh caravan. When 
information reached the Messenger of Allah (0) that the caravan 
was on its way back from Syria, he sertt Zayd ibn Harithah, in the 
company of one hundred and seventy riders to accost it They met the 
caravan at a place caiied £ Ees, on Jumadah ai-Oola, year 6 A.H. They 
prevailed upon it and relumed to Madeenah taking those who were 
guarding the caravan as captlves. 

As for Abu al-* As, he was able to escape, seeking refuge in the 
house of his forrner wife, Zaynab who gave him refiige. 1 1 was in the 
night. 

When the Messenger of Allah (jg?) fmished the Fajr prayer, 
Zaynab stood up and called out interceding on behalf of her former 
husband: 

"I have given protection to Abu al- 4 As ibn RabeeT' 

The Messenger of Allah (sg) said> "O' people, did you hear what I 
have just heard?" The people answered in the affirmative. He then 
said, "I swear by Him in Whose Hand is my life, I knew nothing of 
this matter until I heard what you have also heard now," And he 
added, "The Muslims are like one hand against those who are outside 
their community and the lowest of the Muslims is entitled to give 
protection on behalf of the rest of his co-Muslims. So we give 
protection to she had given protection." 
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When the Messenger of Allah (s||) retumed home, his 
daughter Zaynab came to him and requested that Abu ai- 4 As should 
b e given back what was taken from him, He agreed but warned her 
that she should not allow him have any marital intercourse with her 
because she was not lawful for him as long as he was still a 
poiytheist 

How did he escape to Zaynab? 

After those who were with him have been either killed or 
captured, Abu al- £ As could no longer face the situation. He used the 
cover of the night to escape unto what looked like a bush of heavily- 
branched trees and hid there. He remained motionless and even tried 
to hold his breath so that dogs would not hear him, He stayed there i n 
a chilling cold, fearing what might be his fate. While he was there, his 
disturbed heart was longing for the beloved Zaynab; Zaynab without 
whom he had knew no happiness, security or peace o f min d- 

He thought of what to do after a part of the night had gone. The 
Muslims who had attacked him, kiiled his cornpanions and prevailed 
over their property had left the place after giving up the hope of 
finding him. 

What should he do now? Should he come out of his hiding 
place and head for Makkah alone with no provision and animal to 
ride on? Or should he go to the house o f Zaynab, the beloved and 
dutiftil former wife who would never refuse to give him shelter and 
protection? 

He was overwhelmed by love and sincere feelings, So he 
sneaked to her house under the cover of the night and knocked at her 
door, The throbbing of his disturbed heart could be heard louder than 
his knocking of the door 
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Zaynab woke up in fear wondering about who could be 
knocking at her doorat this hour o f the night. She asked to know who 

was at the door and the voice was a recognised one: It was humming, 

f, 

fearfiil and shaking voice of Abu al- 4 As! 

She opened the door and met her beioved husband!!! 

But in this meeting, it were the eyes that tatked rather than the 
tongues; it were the hearts that shook one another rather than the 
hands and i t were the souls that embraced one another rather than the 
bodies. And the eyes shed plentiful tears, 

Zaynab brought Abu al-*As in, fed him ? offered him a seat and 
gave him all that could make him comfoitable and relaxed. In spite of 
having regained some peace o f mind. Abu al-'As was still anxious 
and afraid, and he could utter only few words, 

Zaynab knew that he had come to seek her protection and 
shelter and to intereede with her father on his behalf. She assured him 
that, if Allah willed, she would do what would alleviate his sufferings 
and doubts, 

Dear readers, we should not miss a commentary on this incidence. 

When Abu aPAs felt that he could attairt security in 
Madeenah and that the Messenger of Ailah (jg|) had provided refuge 
and shelter to htm, and he experienced the quality of magnanimity 
and truthiulness that Islam possessed, he realised that the blind state 
of Lgnorance in which he was living had misled for a long time. 

He also realised that Zaynab 's love for him and his iove for her 
was firm-rooted in the hearts of both of them, 

When he realised all this, he wanted to enter into the fold of 
this pure religion willingly, not out of coercion. He wanted to 
proclaim his acceptance of Islam, but,,. 
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It was over this 4 but' that Abu ai-'As pondered a little. His 
Arab gallantry and tribal pride swirled up in him, So he confided i t to 
himself that he would not allow his proclamation of Islam to be 
attributed to any influence or pressure. He would not wan t anyone in 
Makkah t o claim that he accepted Islam for the love of this life and 
fear o f death or anything, 

He resolved to proclaim his Islam in the assemblies of Makkah 
and in front of all and sundry» 

There was other issue that attracted his concern: He had 
properties of people in his trust If he remained in Madeenah and 
announced his Islam there, people would say that he wanted to 
escape from giving the trusts to whom they were due. And this is 
what his sense of honour would not pennit 

Therefore, he retumed to Makkah, retumed the trusts to whom 
they were due and then proclaimed his Islam in the assembly o f 
Quraysh and in the presence of many people. He did so in a dignified 
and honoured manner, After that, he went to Madeenah as a Muslim 
and an immigrant 

Upon his arrival at Madeenah, the Messenger o f Allah (0) 
gave back Zaynab to him. The happy reunion took place and the 
marriage contraet was completed anew. The happiness and prosperity 
with which the house was known before thcn retumed, 

The final separation 

For a whole year afterwards, the two loving couples lived in 
Madeenah in happiness and contentment Then came the eternal 
separation after which there is no reunion except in the abode of the 
Hereafter. Zaynab died at the beginning of the 5* year of Hijrah from 
complications of haemorrhage which she had been suff ering from 
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since her rnigration. 

Abu al-* As shed hot tears because of her death and drove those 
who were around him to tears. 

The Messenger of Allah Ojg) came with eyes> full of tears and 
a heart fiill of sorrow, Zaynah 's death reminded him of the death of 
his wife, Khadeejah, 

He tol d the women, who gathered around Zaynab's corpse, 
"Wash her three times and use the camphor in the third wash.* 5 

He performed funeral prayers on her and folio wed her final 
resting place. 

Abu aP As retumed to his children, 'Ali and Umamah kissing 
them and wetting them with his tears and remembering the fiice of his 
departed darling. 

May Allah b e pleased with Zaynab, the Prophet's daughter! 
May He reward her with Paradise for her patience, endurance and 

struggle! 



Ruqayyah, the Lady of 
Two Migrations 

May Allah be pleased with her! 



W, 



hen Allah revealed His noble word, ^And warn your 
tribe of near kindred^ Allah's Messenger (j||) went out, and when he 
had ascended as-Safa Mountaia, he shouted, "Wa SabdhdhV* The 
people said 7 "Who is thal?" Then they gathered around him, 
whereupon he said> "Do you see? Tf I inform you tliat cavalrymen arc 
proceeding up the side of this mountain, will you believe rae?" They 
said, "We have never heard you telling a lie," Then he said, "I am a 
plain wamer to you of a coming severe punishment. " Abu Lahab 
said, "May you perish! You gathered us only for this reason?*' Then 
Abu Lahab went away, So Allah ($g) revealed His words: 

*£&> s s C, x s* M** J- *' '*A r> ££± f* "\ t rw '<"^\ 

LlJ i^ . ^= > L^j .^JL» aj^ /#£•! U Cy i^Jj ±^4) <J* i~U C~J* 

U-u^ j rTj wJ*>JI iluJi- ^1^1, fTI ^Jb cAs Lb 'LaL-> 



^Perish the two hands of Abu Lahab [an uncle of the Prophet] and 

perish he! His wealth and his children will not benefit him! He will be 
burat in a Fire of blazing flames! And his wife, too, who carries wood 
[thorns oiSaddn which she used t o put on the way of the Prophet or 
used to slander him]. In her neck is a twisted rope ofMasad [palm 
fiber] J (Qur'an 111: 1-5) 
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The Ansari poet has the following to say about the rope of Abu 
Lahab's wife: 



"What it i s this rope that all the people see in the middle of Hell and 

which is not hidden to anyone? 
Ali other ropes are made of animal fiir, but the rope of Abu Lahab's 

vvifc is made of palm fiber." 

When Umm Jameel — Abu Lahab's wife — heard of these 
verses that Allah revealcd about her and her husband, she came to the 
Messenger of Allah [0) while he was sitting down in the mosque in 
the vicinity of the Ka'bah with Abu Bakr beside him, She was 
holding a small rock When she approached them with the intention 
of harming the Prophet ($gg), Allah blinded her from seeing His 
Messenger And she could see none but only Abu Bakr 

She angrily said, "Abu Bakr, where is your companion? I was 
told that he was disparaging me. By Allah, i f I had found him I would 
have struck his mouth with this rock» By Allah, I am a poetess, She 
then recited a poetic verse to deride the Prophet (^) whose meaning 
is as follows: 

tl We disobey Mudhammam (which is the opposite meaning of the 

Prophet's name, Muhammad); 
we rejected his affair and we renounce his religion." 

She then went away. 

Thereupon Abu Bakr said, "Messenger of Allah, do you thitik 
that she saw you?" The Prophet (0) replied, "She did not see me, 
Allah blinded her eyes from seeing me," 

Allah, the Exalted had been protecting His Messenger and the 
believers who followed him. Though the Muslims were bodily 
persecuted by the Quraysh, this persecution failed to affect their faith, 
their hearts and their resoluteness. 
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The above is just a preamble to our discussion about Ruqayyah 
and Umm Kulthoom respectively. 

Ruqayyah was born after her sister Zaynab. She was also a 

source of happiness for hcr noble parents. 

Soon afterwards, Umm Kulthoom was bom, and both of them 
grew together as i f they were twin& 

Their closeness to one another greatly increased especially 
since their eldest sister, Zaynab had married and moved to her 
matrimonial home. They then became ever more closed and more 
attached to each other It is as if both of them had been destined for 
the same fate from the beginning to the end, 

The books o f Seerah testified to this unique closeness that was 
between them, for, atl historical narrations agreed on the fact that the 
two noble sisters - Ruqayyah and Umm Kulthoom — shared almost 
everything in commom 

After Zaynab had been married to Abu al-'As ibn Rabee' and 
Ruqayyah and Umm Kulthoom neared marriage age. Abu Talib, 
Prophet's iracle came to him seeking the hands of the two g iris i n 
marriage to sons of his brother, 'Abdul-*Uzza ibn 'Abdul-Muttalib, 
otherwise known as Abu Lahab. 

Abu Talib said, "We came to ask for the hands of our 
daughters, Ruqayyah and Umm Kulthoom in marriage, We hope that 
yon will not make their marriage dilTicult to your cousins, 'Utbah and 
'Utaybah sons of ^Abdul-'Uzzi" 

The Messenger o f Allah (^|) responded, "Uncle, can you 
please give me some time so that I can talk to my daughters?" 

The Prophet (0) proposed the matter to his family, his wife 
and her daughters, the concemed ones. 



276 Ruqayyah, the lady oftwo migratiam 

Khadeejah remained silent for sometime, pondering. She 
knew Umm Jameel — the wife of Abu Lahab and the mother o f 
Utbah and 'Utaybah — very well She knew that she was hard- 
hearted and brutal She knew that she was sharp-tongued, foolishly 
pompous and utterly reckless, Therefore, she w T as concemed about 
the girls and she would not like to surrcnder them to this heated 
atmosphere that was filled with rancour, hatred and evil conduct 

But she feared that i f she expressed her opinion, she would 
annoy her husband and make him think that she wanted to destroy 
ties o f kinship that was bctween him and his family, So she remained 
silent, The two girls also kept silent diffidently and did not utter a 
word in reply. The die was then cast 

The marriage contract took place in an atmosphere mbced with 
anxiety. The affectionate father invoked blessing on his daughters 
and left them in the care of Allah. 

In Makkah, a light gleamed that illuminated the city and 
removed its darkness. That was when Muhammad (s|g) was 
commissioned a Prophet and a Messenger of light and guidance, 

Khadeejah remembered her daughters, Ruqayyah and Umm 
Kulthoom and what their fate was likely going to be atthe hand of the 
wicked Umm Jameel and her compliant husband- 

The Quraysh met and conspired on how to deal with 
Muhammad (j||)> One of them said: "You have saved Muhammad 
from his distress, Send his daughters back to him and keep him 
preoccupied with them!" 

Abu Lahab obliged and cancelled his s ons' marriage t o the 
Prophet 's daughters, He told his two sons: 'T am going to denounce 
you unless you have divorce Muhammad's daughters P' 
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Tliough the marriage had not yet been consummated, the two young 
ladies returned t o their fathers house with great distress and sorrow. 

Abu Lahab and his wife, the wood-carrier, did not stop at 
bothering o f the Muslims and hanning them; they also extremely hurt 
the Prophet (|g). 

Abu Lahab would always attack the Prophet (jg§) at every 
gathering and on the road> He would abuse and insult him without 
having the least feeling of blood relations. This is because; Allah had 
removed all senses o f goodness and righteousness from his heart and 
from the heart of his vicious wife, w T ho used collect harmful thoms 
and throw them on the Messenger 's way in order to demonstrate how 
evil-hearted and immoral she was. 

'The era of sleep is over> O' Khadeejah!" The Prophet ($0 
announced to his loving and sincere wife. The vicious attack against 
him and liis Compamons had been intensi fied, especially against the 
weak ones, 

In fact, the two young ladies felt a fundamental change in the 
house. Their house was now surrounded with cruelty from all angles. 
It had become the main target of persecution, torment and mocking, 
Smile of happiness had disappeared from its air 

These two ladies endured the situation with their parents, doing s o as 
an act of worship for Allah, They bore it w T ith perseverance, in the 
cause of Allah, pains, hardship and sacriflce. And they were refined 
by this tribulation. 

The best two persons who met each other 
were Ruqayyah and her husband, Uthman 

The Quraysh were utterly disappointed! 
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The Messenger of Allah (0) did not grieve because of his 
daughters that were seni back to him for Allah soon compensated him 
with a husband who was better than the first two husbands, He 
compensated him with a righteous, dignified, gracious, highbom, 
abundantiy rich and amiable husband who was very bashfiil. The 
person was 'Uthman ibn 'Affan ibn Abu al- 4 As i bn 'Abd Shams. 

TJtbman was one of the most gracious Quraysh youths in 
terms of lineage, prestige and wealth, 

The Quraysh mothers had a well-known lullaby they sung for 
their children. The lullaby revolved around 4 Uthman. lt mcans: 

"By Allah, I love you as the Quraysh love *Uthraan." 

But when the Messenger of Allah (jg;) gave his daughter, Ruqayyah 
to 'Uthman in marriage the lullaby changed to what means: 

"The best two person s who met each other were Ruqayyah and her 
husband, 'Uthman/' 

lt was a traditional song that was on e very tongue that was free 
of malice and hatred and uttered nothing but the truth, 

Az-Zubayr reported in a hadith that the Messenger of Allah 
(^g) sent a man with a gift to 'Uthman and Ruqayyah* The man then 
came back late. The Messenger of Allah (^g) told the man, "Do you 
want me to informyou about what delayed you?" The man answered 
i s the affinnative. The Prophet (0) then said, "You stood there 
looking at 'Uthman and Ruqayyah admiring their beauty." 

The first migration 

When the Quraysh' s persecution of the Muslims intensified, 
the Messenger of Allah (j||) perniitted his Companions to migrate to 
Abyssinia in order to escape with their religi on so that they would not 
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be tempted. He told them: 



"If 011 ly you could go t o Aby ssinia, for there is a king there who does 
not allow that anyone should be wronged in his presence. And it is 
the land o f truth, If only you could go there until Allah pro vide a way 
out for you," 

'Uthraan migrated in the cornpany of his weeping, afraid and 
agonised wifc, Ruqayyah. 

She hugged her father, mother and sisters almost choking with 
sorrow and distress, 'Uthman was also grave-faced and sad. 

His persevering and believing wife looked at him and told him 
reassuringly, "Allah is indeed with us and with those we are leaving 
behind in the vicinity of the Ancient Housc/' 

It is very appropriate, when we talk about migration to 
Aby ssinia, to do so in detail; in terms o f the land 's farness from the 
homeland, in terms of the emigrants' period of stay there and in terms 
of incidences that happened to them there. Ali this needs some 
elaboration in the light of the personality o f Ruqayyah, the Prophet's 
daughter. 

The emigrants departed Makkah for Jeddah sea coast It was 
from there that they boarded a sailship to Abyssinian sea coast. They 
disembarked at the shore and they moved in one group t o the inland 
until they arrrved at the palace of king Negus. They infonned him of 
their migration to his land and their refugee status. 

The distant between Makkah and Aby ssinia was not short! 
There are, between the two lands, dr> r sand» seorehing sun, deep sea 
and deserts and jungles* In addition to its farness, the road was also 
intractable and full of hardships. 

This had made some emigrants fail ill and some of them 
almost perished, all in the cause of Allah. 
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When the Quraysh knew of the Musikus' place of refiige and 

stay, they sen t after theni a delegation to disrupt their stay. 

^ 

This delegation was led by 'Amr ibn al-'As and 'Abdullah ibn 

Abi Rabee'ah. 'Amr was a close friend of the Negus. He would visi t 

him every now and then and bring gifts to him. 

'Arar brought with him some valuable gifts for his friend the 
Negus, especially the tanned leather which the latter so much loved 
and would want to have, * Amr hoped that this would make the Negus 
responded favourably to his demand. 

When 'Amr and his companions arrived at Abyssinia, they 
immediately made for the palace of his friend, the Negus. 'Amr 
entered and presented the gifts to him, and the Negus was very happy 
with the gifts and gave his old Arab friend a rousing welcome, 

Then 'Amr talked and announced in the presence of the Negus 
that he had come to repatriate the Quraysh people who had escaped 
there from Makkah because they followed a religion that was 
different from their fathers' and disrupt ed their own people's lives. 
He added that it was necessary that a just punishment be meted out to 
them for what the evils they had perpetrated. 

The Negus, however, rejected the demand because he was a 
king that respected himself and his covenant and he was a just ruler 
who did not condone injustice o r persecution. He di d not neglect the 
lives of any people whom he had given a promise of protection, 

'Amr felt inconvenienced; and disappointed and being an 
expert in machinations and trickery, he informed the Negus these 
Quraysh men who had abandoned the religion o f their ancestors were 
saying something abon t Jesns and his mother, Mary that Christian 
doctrine would not agree with. 
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It was then that the Negus became very angry and asked his 
men to bring the fugitive Arab s to his court s o that he could listen to 
their defence. He decided that i f *Amr*s accusation was true, he 
would surrender the fugitives to him, 

When the guards canie to the Muslim camps and demanded 
that they fcllow them to the king's palace, so that he could listen to 
their defence of their religion they were horrified and had a sense o f 
disappointment, They thought that they had fallen into the hands o f 
their enemy, 'Amr and his companions, 

It was then that Ja'far stood up among them and allayed their 
fean He asked them to allow his speak o n their behalf and they agreed 
and surrendered their affairs to Allah. 

At the palace 

In front of the Negus, Ja'far stood in the middle of his fellow 
Muslims with head raised high, putting his trust in Allah, the Exalted, 

A t the opposite side stood 4 Amr i bn al- L As and his companions 
with the Christian bishops and priests of Abyssinia standing beside 
them. 

The Negus asked Ja'far about the allegation that £ Amr levelled 
against them that they had renounced the religion of their forefathers 
and that they had disnipted their own society's stability and 
prosperity. 

In response to this allegation, Ja'far told the Negus that 
concerning this change of religion and way of life, they had been in 
error so Allah guided them and that they were ignorant and when 
they saw the trutk they followed i t and believed in it, He added that 
they took adultery and fornication, drinking o f intoxieants, playtng 
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games of chance, worshipping idols, burying new-born baby girls 
alive and comniitting other socials vices for granted- 1 1 was then that 
Allah serit a Messenger from among them whose name ts 
Muhammad ibn 'Abdullah with the message of truth and light So 
Allah guided them t o the straight path, He also forbade them from 
worshipping idols and commanded them to worship Allah alone, 

The Negus was relieved when he heard this excellent 
presentation from Ja'far. His face brightened up with joy, But 
suddenly, he frowned as he if he had remembered something. He then 
asked Ja*far: 



"What do you say about Jesus and his mother? Do you bave with you 
something of what Muhammad had brought?" 

Ja'far answered: 

tl We believe that Jesus, peace be upon him, was a word of Allah 
which He directed to the Virgin Mary and a soul created at a 
command from Him. We believe that he was a servant and messenger 
of Allah. He then recited the beginning of Soorah Maryam." 

Tliroughout the recitation o f these verses, the Negus was 
listening and shaking his head i n admiration, He also shed tears in 
humility and submission to the truth that he knew, 

When Ja*far fmished from his recitation, the Negus said; 

"Indeed, this and what Jesus brought came from the same source." 

He then dissolved the assernbly and announced that he would 
never surrender the refiigees to those who came to repatriate them. 

And 'Amr stood agh&st! 

When he came out from the Negus' palace, he went to some 
influential church leaders of the land and attempted to entice them 
with gitts so that they could help influence the Negus on his behalf 
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Some of them accepted the task and accompanied hirti to the 
Negus, They entered his palace in the company of * Amr once again, 
They atlempted to convince him and mount pressure on him but they 
failed, for the Negus was adamant on his s t and to give refuge to the 
Muslims and protect them. 

*Amr went back to Makkah empty-handed, and the Muslinis 
contimied to enjoy security and peace at their place of migration. 

A coup attempt 

Suddenly one day, the air changed for the Muslim refugees, 
The pleasant air of peace unexpectedly tumed t o a violent storm that 
nearly swept them away. 

A nephew of the Negus who had some supporters and 
followers attempted to violently seize the throne, This nephew had 
been extremely hostile t o the Muslinis and had always wanted to get 
rid of them. 

A war broke out between the Negus and this nephew of his, 
and the hearts of the Muslims were with the Negus fervently hoping 
for his victory. They remained in their camps and did not participate 
in the war. 

Howcvcr, they could not wait for the war to end, They 
feverishly waited to know who would be the victor and who would 
be the vanquished. For, their fate was hinged on that, 

Though they were screened from the battleground by river 
Nile watercourse, the brave and courageous Zubayr ibn 'Awwam 
volunteered to carry out the onerous task of getting information about 
the events of the war, but unfortunately, he could not swim. Then 
how could he cross the river? 
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They fiiled up two water sktns with air and put them under his 
armpits. With these, he was able t o swim to the other side of the riven 
He came out of the water and took pos i t ion at the top o f h i 11 that 
overlooked the battleground, He remained for a long time observing 
the war with anxiety and hope. 

The war ended with the defeat of the Negus' nephcw and his 
folio wers, and the victory for the Negus! 

Zubayr immediately retumed to his people and gave them the 
good news of the victory. The Muslims were in great excitement as if 
they were i n a wedding banquet 

Thus did the emigran ts to Abyssinia witnessed great events 
and faced a lot of difficulties during their stay there* They were never 
a responsibility on anyone regarding their sustenance, even on the 
king who gave them sheltet 

They used t o work and eam for thetnselves, every one o f them 
in his profession. And there were some among them who brought 
money with them and spent tt for themselves and their families, 

'Uthman and Ruqayyah's return 

The emigrants spent days, months and years of their life 
yeaming to go baek to their homeland, despite the security, peace and 
freedom that they enjoyed. 

When they heard that Ilamzah ibn ' Abdut-Muttalib and 'Umar 
had accepted Islam, they were very happy. Some of them hastily 
returned to Makkah hoping to part take in shaping the future of the 
war that was raging in Makkah between the truth and falsehood or to 
see their missed families they had left for a long time. 
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Other opted t o stay until the Messenger of Allah (jg) would 
pennit them t o come back home, This latter group was led by Ja'far 
ibn Abi Talib. 

'Uthman and Ruqayyah were among those who decided to retum. 

Hardly had they set their feet on the soil of the homeland and 
saw dwellings where they spent their youth that their eyes were fillcd 
with tears, 

However, the returning reiugees were stunned by the increase 
in the Quraysh's heartless persecution of the Muslim s. So they were 
greatly disappointed. 

The saddest of these returnees was RuqayyatL For, when she 
entered her father's house and kissed her sisters, Unini Kulthoom and 
Fatimah, she aiuciously asked o f their great mother, Her sisters 
remained silent and did not respond to her question. Their tears 
serv T ed as the most vivid answet Their mother, Khadeejah was 
dead!!! 

Ruqayyah wept profusely, and then she resigned her fate t o 
Allah and accepted His decision and decree submissively, 

Refutation of a falsehood 

ShayWh Muhammad al-Khudari wrote m his book, Noor al- 
Yaqeen fee Seerah Sayyid al-Mursaleen: 

"Some people narrate a story T which they regarded as the reason for 
the return of Abyssinia emigrants, This story said that information 
reached these emigran t s that their people had accepted Islam when 
the Messenger of Allah (j||) read Soorah an-Najm to them and said 
nice things about their idols. They said that when Allah revealed the 
His words: 
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*{Bave you then considered al-Lat, and al-'Uzza [two idols of the 
pagan Arab s] and Manat [another idol of the pagan Arabs], the other 
third?? (Qur'an 53: 19-20) 

They claimed that the Prophet (j|g) added, 'These are the high-placed 
angel s; and their intereession is sought fon* It was then that the 
polytheists prostrated in honour and joyP' 

In fact 4 it is only the ignorant ones who carry about whatever 
they hear without verifying it who can narrate this false story Textual 
and logical reasons attest t o the spuriousness of this story 

The text and chains of narration of the story indieated its 
falseness. Qadi 'Iyad said that none of the compilers of authentic 
traditions reported it and that neither did i t had a sound isnad. 

As for the spuriousness of its text, neither the Prophet 's Companions 
nor the polytheists were insane that they would agree that somcthing 
could be praised while it is being disparaged and condenined. 

For, what Allah ($£) says after mentioning those idols is: 




sjThey are but names which yon have naraed — you and your fathers 
— for which Allah has sent down no authority!}* (Qur 'an 53: 23) 

If we had looked critically at that false narration, we would 
realize that the statement was not coherent Had the incidence 
actually happened, the disbelievers would have seized upon it and 
used i t to argue against the Prophet (^g) whenever they disputed with 
him, for they were known — out of their stupidity — to have used 
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against the Muslims, issues ia which they had no proof. Had this 
story been true, they would have had greater reason to seize upon it. 

Furthemiore, we had not heard from any o f their leaders atid 
the most obstinate among them say: "Why are yon disparaging our 
deities after you had praised them?" They would have even had a 
reason to unsheathe their swords and sacrifice their men for the 
matten 

Moreover, the transmitters o f this narration and regard i t as the 
reason for the retum of the Abyssinia emigrants should mix up 
issues. They claim that migration took place in the month of Rajab, 
the retum took place in the month of Shawwal and the revelation of 
Soorah an-Najm occurred in the month of Ramadan?! So, could it b e 
possible that the period between the revelation o f the Soorah and the 
retum of the emigrants was only a month?!!! 

I f one pondered very well, one would realize that one month 
could be enough, during that period, to travel from Makkah to 
Abyssinia and back, for there were no machine-operated ships or 
boats that could quicken the sea journey, Neither was there any 
telegraph that could bring the news of Quraysh's acceptance of Islam 
to those who were in Abyssinia. 

It should be a surprise then, if we contend that tliis false 
narration was forged by the people of desires whom Allah afflicted 
with.the prevalence of this religion. 

'Uthman and Ruqayyah — 
from Abyssinia to Yathrib 

4 Uthman and Ruqayyah did not stay long in Makkah. The 
Muslims migrated to Yathrib after the Ansar — the Aws and Khazraj 
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had given the Messenger of Allah {0) their allegiance that they 



would support him and help his cause. The Messenger of Allah 
himself followed them soon afterwards. 

Two years before migration to Madeenah, Ruqayyah gave 
birth to her only ehild for 'Uthman, 'Abdutlah. 

The boy used to fiil the life of his parents with happiness and 
fhendliness. He was, in fact, a consolation for them for all the 
hardship they had suffered in days pas t. Bu t the believer is always put 
to trial Allali (§|) says: 

4C9 ••■ ^ *>**' $$ r&l wM> h^ 1 &- ^r 

CWho has created death and life, that He may tes t you which of you is 
best in deed„> (Qur'an 67: 2) 

One day, while 'Abdullah ibn 'Uthman was sleeping in his 
cradle, a rooster pecked him in the eyes, Tbis led to an infection that 
claimed his life few days later, 

Ruqayyah was struck with calamity and soon fell a victim o f feven 

Her loving and affcctionate husband stayed by the side of his 
wife nursing her and invoking Allah to alleviate her suff ering and 
make recover from her illness. 

While he was nursing his sick wife, the voice of the announcer 
who was calling on the emigran ts and the helpers to come out and 
take part in Jihad by accosting the caravan of the Quraysh that was on 
its way back from Syria reached him. 

He decided t o go and respond to the call of Allah and His 
Messenger (0). But the Prophet (jg) commanded him to remain near 
his sick wife to care for her. 
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The departure 

The struggle between life and death was fierce, Eventually, 
Ruqayyah gave up the ghost. 

A t the same that the bereaved 'Uthrnan was kissing his wife's 
forehead and fingertips and covering her face, the voicc o f the good 
news carrier could be heard outside announcing the Muslims' 
victory. 

The Messenger o f Allah (£g) entered * U Aman 's house having 
been shocked by the news of his daugbter's death, He moved closer 
to her and sorrowfiilly bade her farewell. 

He sympathetically praised Fatimah who stood at her sisters 
deathbed crying. He helped her on her feet gently and 
compassionately and he wiped her tears off with his noble garment. 

It was then that the sobbing o f the women who were present 
beeame louden 4 Umar wanted to stop them but the Messenger of 
Allah (J0 hcid his hand and told him: 

"Whatever tears shed by the eyes and however much the heart 
grieves, that i s from Allah. 1 1 i s actions of the hands and words 
uttered by the tongue that come from Satan." 

The farewell 

The Messenger of Allah (|g|), the bereaved father, performed 
tuneral prayers on his daughter and followed her corpse lo the Baqee' 
until she was buried, 

Thereafter, he retumed home and to his mosque carrying on 
with his struggle and delivering the message. 



290 Ruqayyah, the lady oftwo migrations 

May Allah be pleased with Ruqayyah, the Prophet's daughter, 
the lady of two emigrations and the wlfe of the owner of the lights! 
May He reward her for her faith, struggle, tribulatlons, and her 
perseverance with the best and the foilest reward! 



Umm Kulthoom, 

The Confined of the Valley 

May Atlah be please with her! 



llah {&£) says: 



A 

LL^M]j ca^JL? *^H5^1> t4HJ*^ «^H-^i* ouil*tt Ji 




^Verily, the Muslims [those who submit t o Allah in Islam] men and 
women, the beltevers men and women [who believe in Islamic 
Monotheism], the men and the women who are obedient [to Allah], 
the men and women who are truthful [in their speech and deeds], the 
men and the women who are patient [in performing all the duties 
which Allah has ordered and in abstaining from all that Allah has 
forhidden], the men and the women who are humble [before their 
Lord — Allah], the men and the women who give Sadagdt [Le* 
Zakah, and alms], the men and the women who observe Sawm [fast 
— the obligatory fasting diiring the month o f Ramadan, and the 
optional Nawdfil fasting], the men and the women who guard their 
chastity [from illegal sexual acts] and the men and the women who 
remember Allah nmcli with their hearts and tongues Allah has 
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prepared for them forgiveness and a great reward [i. e. Paradise].& 

(Qur'an 33: 35) 

Urmn Kulthoom (t^) possessed all the excellent and 
commendable qualities mentioned in the above verse> And she had 
one other quality in addition: she was Muhammad 's daughter! She 
had a piece of his light. We shall see what will confirm that as travel 
along the events o f her life. 

1 1 is also a gainsaying to talk about hcr being around the 
Messenger of Aliah (jg?). 

The two following events will confirm that this excellence is 
deep-rooted in the personality of Umm Kulthoom, 

When Hafsah (t^), the daughter of 'Umar ibn al-Khattab 
G^jgj) was widowed, her father offered her in matriage to 'Uthman 
whose wife, Ruqayyah had just died. He rejected the offer, for he was 
still grieving over the death of his wife, 

Then 'Umar went to Abu Bakr (^) and made him the same 
offer, but Abu Bakr did not say a word. 

'Umar was enraged and greatly distressed, The Messenger of 
Allah (0) met him and asked him of what had happened. He 
tearfully told him the story, The Prophet (ggg) then told him: 

"Hafsah will be married to someone better than 'Uthman and 
'Uthman will marry someone who is better than Hafsah," 

Pillars of consolation were completed for all sides, and all 
revolved around the great Messenger, (^g)- 

This was how it was done: The Messenger of Allah (g|) married 
Hafsah; and he was definitely better than *Uthman, He gave Umm 
Kulthoom in maniage to *Uthmiin; and she was better than Hafsah! 

He consoled 'Umar by marrying his daughter, Hafsah as he 
eonsoled 'Uthman by marrying Umm Kulthoom to him. And he said, 
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"If I had had ten daughters, I would have married them all to him (in 
succession)/' 

Allah ($g) says the truth in His word: 






(HA 

CVerily, there has come unto you a Messenger [Muhammad] from 
amongst yourselves [i,e> whom you know well], It grieves him that 
you should receive any injury or difficulty. He [Muhammad] is 
anxious over you [to be rightly guided, to repent to Allah, and beg 
Him to pardon and forgive your sins, iri order that you may enter 
Paradise and be saved from the punishment of the Hell-fire]; forthe 
believers [he is] full of pity, kind, and mercifulj (Qur'an 9: 128) 

N o w, dear readers, come along and let us study the detailed life 
of Umm Kulthoum through the coming pages, For, she was an 
excellent example that deserves emulation. 

Preamble 

Though Umm Kulthoom didnot migrate to Abyssinia and face 
the pain of being away from homeland and family, she had suffered 
what was greater than that migration and exile, For, she and her 
fellow Muslims, and the mcmbers o f B anu Hashim clan were 
confined to the valley of Abu Taiib where they suffered indescribable 
hunger, starvation and isolation for three years. During this period, 
they suffered the cruelest treatment that any human can imagine, 

The sinful and oppressive men of Quraysh had made a pact to 
isolate the Muslims and members of Banu Hashim clan. To affirm 
this malicious pact, they hanged its copy on the interior wali of the 
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Ka'bah. And it remained so unti! Allah provided the besieged people 
with relief and a way out 

The third of the daughters 

In the Quraysh assembly, they used to say, "Muhammad has 
only daughters/' 

They said that in total oblivion of Allah 's great divine wisdom 
that has many aspects and goals and full of immense meanings. 

They forgot that they were people of ignorance and that they 
are, as Allah ($$) describes them: 

<o^-oa : J^JJl Sjj^) 

«(And when the news of [the birth of] a female [child] i s brought to 
any of them, his face beeomes dark, and he is filled with inward griefl 
He hides himself from the people because ofthe evil of that whereof 
he has been informed, Shall he keep her with dishonour o r bury her in 
the earth?...) (Qur'an 16: 58-59) 

Tliey forgot that they were an unjust and barbaric people who 
buried female bab i es alive because of fear o f poverty and shame, and 
out of stupidity, Allali, the Almighty, All-High says: 

^ And when the female [infant] buried alive [as the pagan Arabs used 
to do] is questioned: For what sio, was she kiiled?£ 

(Qur'an 81: 8-9) 
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They forgot that they were idol worshippers and were 
oblivious of the fact that there is only One Lord Who decrees and 
creates whatever He wishes, 

CTo Allah belongs the kingdom of the heavens and the earth. He 
creates what He wills. He bestows female f offspring] upon whom He 
wills, and bestows mal e [offspring] upon whom He wills, Or He 
bestows both males and females, and He renders barren whom He 
wills. Verily, He is the All-Knower and is Able to do all things^ 

(Qur an 42: 49-50) 

And finally» they are also oblivious of Allah 's saying: 

^Muhammad is not the father of any of your men, but he is the 
Messenger of Allah and the last [end] of the Prophets, And Allah is 
Ever All-Aware of everything^ (Qur'an 33: 40) 

And the Messenger of Allah (ggj) had a new bouncing, beautifal and 
smooth-cheeked baby giri. She was named Umm Kulthoom. 

She had a gradual but steady grow and she became an 
excellent companion for her sister R.uqayyah. As we have mentioned 
earlier, they were like a set of twtns. They were married to Abu 
Lahab's sons; they were then returned to their father afler he had been 
commissioned a Prophet And that was better for them, For, both of 
them escaped from a horrible life with the bearer o f thoms. 

As for Ruqayyatu she was soon married to the noble and 
virtuous 'Uthman ibn 'Affan with w r hom she migrated to Abyssinia, 
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Mistress of the Prophefs household 

Umm Kulthoom remained with her younger sister, Fatimah in 
their father's house in Makkah. She was assisting her mother, 
Khadeejah in shouldering the household respons ibilities and easing 
the impacts ofthe Quraysh*s persecution ori her father with her love 
and compassion. 

Therefore, Umm Kulthoom lived, with her father, the severest 
periods of persecution, the hardest conditions in the cause of calling 
people to Islam and the cruelest days of Jihad. 

Stupidity became so endemic among the Quraysh that 
gathered together and deeided to sever all ties with the Muslims and 
members of B anu Hashim clan — the Prophefs immediate clan. This 
boycott — in that time — was of the most vindictive forms of 
deprivation and economic and social wan To show how serious they 
were on this decision, the Ouraysh wrote a document in this regard 
and hanged it on the interior wali of the Ka'bah. 

The Messenger of Allah {0) was then forced out, along with 
his family and followers and the Banu Hashim to the valley of Abu 
Talib m one o f the outskirts of Makkah. 

There, they lived in the most difficult form of embargo. They 
suffered the pangs of hunger so much so that some of them eat tree 
Hves. They remained in this pathetic situation for about three years. 
Sometirnes, food was smuggled t o them» especially by some 
Makkans who had relatives among them. 

One day. Abu Jahl noticed that Hakeem ibn Hizam ibn 
Khuwaylid was walking secretly, carrying wheat to his aunt, 
Khadeejah while a boy w T as accompanying him. Abu Jahl caught him 
and shouted, * 4 Are you carrying food to Banu Hashim?! By Allah! I 
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will not allow you and your food to leave here until I expose you in 

Makkah!" 

Sa'd ibn Abi Waqqas said, "I had suffered hunger so much so 
that one night, 1 trampled upon something t ha t was succulent and I 
put it i n my mouth and swallowed i t though I di d not know what that 
thing was!!'* 

According to some narrations, that succulent thing was animal 
droppings!! 

Hisham ibn *Amr ibn Rabee'ah al-'Amiri was one of the 
Makkans, pained by the injustice and torment from which the 
Muslims were suffering. He would come with a camel loaded with 
food cvery night and release him at the entrance of the valley and 
strike him in the side. The camel would then enter into the valley and 
the B anu Hashim would receive him as i f it was a blessing that Allah 
sent to them from the heaven, 

Mutual boycott or rupture of relations 

Mutual boycott occurs between two dissenting sides; and this 
did not happen between the Muslims and Banu Hashim on one hand 
and the Quraysh on the other, This is bccause the Muslims did never 
boycott the QuraysL Rather, they lived the Qurayshi life and all their 
relationships were with the Quraysh. The only difference was that the 
Muslims were unique with their belief and manners without creating 
any negative or rigid estrangement 

It was this uniqueness that caused the obstinate tribalism and 
misleading ignorance on the part of the Quraysh that prevented them 
from accepting Islam, It was also the same factor that led them to 
make all efforts to prevent the spread of this religion, using different 
means like threats, torture, killing, imprisonment, slandering and 
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other vicious means they could think of 

Despite all t ha t, Islam found its way and progres s though the 
disbelievers hated that 

One day, the Quraysh found themselves besieged from all 
sides. Nothing of the methods adopted to prevent the spread o f the 
threat of Islam worked, 

What is the threat that Islam posed to them?! 

Yes, Islam threatened their deviated ideology, their social 
wavwardness and their moral decadence! 

It threatened human relapse and fail into the abyss o f ksts! 

Therefore, the Quraysh wanted to tum the tide of this siege 
against the Muslims and decided to impose economic and social 
sanction on the Muslims- 

That w as the mindset of the imprudeirt and short-sighted 
people ofthe age o f ignorance. They did not understand that Allah 
has control over His affairs, 

The Quraysh conspired in their assembly house and decided to 
boycott the Muslims and Batiu Hashim, This decision was 
documented, and t o buttress its iraportance, it was hanged in the 
interior wali of the Ka'bah. 

It should be noted that, while the Quraysh did what they did, 
they did not force the Muslim and Banu Hashim out of Makkah, It 
was Allah 's Messenger (^g) who felt that it was better for them to 
move out of Makkah to a separated place where they could avoid 
harassment, enjoy their unity and practice their worshlp freely. So the 
valley of Abu Talib was chosen. 

Here, dear reader, there is one important thing that should be 
observed: The writers of Seerah mentioned the name of this valley 
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and attributed it to someone with explaining the reason. Was the 
valley really attributed to Abu Talib, the Prophcf s uncle? The matter 
remains unclear, 

What is historically popular is that the valley of Abu Talib was 
situated at one of the outsktrts of Makkah. Most of the city's outskirts 
were arid deserts in which there was no plant or water. 

The Muslims and Banu Hashim, there forc ? lived in a place 
whose surface was harsh, suffering from scorching sun during the 
day and biting cold of the night, They lived in tents they erected for 
themselves. 

How did they bring water to that arid place, how did they get 
their meals and what did they eat? 

Had the boycott lasted for only few days, the answer to the above 
questions would have been easy, but they lived there for three years! 

It is from here that we know how cruel and how in human the 
boycott was!! 

The Messenger of Allah (0) and the Muslims and Banu 
Hashim has buili for themselves a residential viflage in which only 
very minimal o f the necessities o f life was provided. 

This choking atmosphere had an adverse effect o n many 
Muslims physically, psychologically and socially, 

A prominent manifes tat ion of this evil effect was Khadecjah's illness. 

Umm Kulthoom's role beeame manifest here, for she took care 
of her mother with all the experience, love and compassion that she 
possessed. In addition t o this onerous and time-consuming task, she 
was also responsible for taking care of her younger sister, Fatimah. 

Umm Kulthoom spent three years of her youthful life in 
struggle, patienee and perseverance. Therefore, she suitably desetved 
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the title: 'The Confined of the Valley*. 

Moreover, had Khadeejah recovered from her illness, the 
matter would have been easier for Umm Kulthoom and her patience 
would have been adequately compensated fon Bu t the loving and 
affectionate mother could no longer bear the illness. She died soon 
after the end o f the boycott 

The sono w o f Umm Kulthoom increased and she was 
weakened by distress, 

Also, she was burdened with the responsibilities of the great 
household of the noble Prophet ( : <jg|). Then, it is not a surprise that she 
died in the prime o f her youth, 

A careful review of the life o f Umm Kulthoom would show us 
that she had had the bitterest experience and trial: Her parents were 
living in sadness and p ain; her sister, Zaynab and her husband were in 
Makkah and she could do nothing to help them; her childhood and 
life companion, Ruqayyah was aw^ay in a foreign land; her mother, 
Khadeejah — mother o f the faithful — was i n a struggle with death in 
a severe illness; and the little Fatimah needed care and support! 

Throughout these periods, Umm Kulthoom shouldered some 
of the greatest responsibilities. Yet ? she was patient hoping to get her 
reward from Allah. She alleviated the sufierings, pains and sorrows 
of her falher and she consoSed her mother with these soothing words: 
"You won't be any harm, mother!" 

End of boycott and death of Khadeejah 

Abu Talib came to the valley and gave his nephew a good 
tiding that the boycott had been ended and the document tom down. 
He also informed him that Quraysh elders like Hisham ibn 'Amr, 
Zuhayr ibn Umayyah, Mut'im ibn 'Ady, Zam'ah ibn Aswad and Abu 
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al-Buhtari i bn Hisham had decided t o stand o n the side o f B anu 

Hisham, 

The Messenger of Allah (jg|) was very happy to hear this and 
he conveyed the good news to members of his household and the 
Muslims. And they all retumed to Makkah, with tlicir faith and 
certainty in Allah greatly reinforced, Their trail had increased them in 
closeness to Allah, and their bitter tribulation refined them and 
strengthened their resolve, 

The blockade had weakened the gallant lady, Khadeejah, She 
lay down on her bed in Makkah expecting the day that she would 
meet Allah- 1 1 did not take long before breathed her las t and died. Her 
daughters, Zaynab, Umm Kulthoom and Fatimah stood round her 
having a final looking at their mother's bright and beautifiil face. 
That was on the 1 (f 1 day of Ramadan, in the tenth year of her 
husband's commission as a Prophet 

The Messenger of Allah (0) buried her with own noble hands 
at her grave at a place in Makkah ealled al-Hujoon, 

He then retumed home sad, 

He hugged his daughters, Umm Kulthoom and Fatimah, 
consoled them and tried to alleviate their pains and agony, 

The responsibility of Umm Kulthoom increased. She was now 
the main mistress of the Prophet 's noble household. And she played 
the role excellently, She had to, For, she is the daughter o f the leader 
o f all the women of mankind, Khadeejah bin t Khuwaylid, 

Migration 

The Muslims migrated to Yathrib and the Messenger of Allah 
(^g) migrated after them. His journey was the greatest gamble known 
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in the history of mankind arid made in the cause of Allah and in 
supporting the truth. 

Umm Kuhhoom and Fatimah remamed in Makkah for their sdfely- 

When the Messenger of Allah (sg) arrived at Madeenah, he 
sen t his boy, Zayd ibn Harithah to Makkah t o bring his daughters. 
They moved to al-Hujoon, bade farewell to their mother s gravc and 
headed for Madeenah. 

Marriage 

Two years that were full of great events passed after the 
migration. During these two years, Umm Kulthoom witnessed the 
return of her father victorious firom the battle of Badr, She a!so 
witness the death of her sister and companion Ruqayyah, 

At the onset ofthe third year, her heart was still clouded with 
sorrow, But she would notice 'Uthman come to her father to receive 
condolence, advice and support over the death of his precious wife, 
Ruqayyah, She would also notice how the tears that rolled down his 
cheeks expressed his distress and grief 

One day, 'Umar ibn al-Khattab (4^) came to the Messenger of 
Allah (3H) enraged and complaining. When the Prophet (0) asked 
him of the mattcr> he informed him that he offered his daughtcr, 
Hafsah who had just been widowed in marriage to Abu Bakr and 
'Ulhman and that both of them rejected. The Messenger of Allah (00 
soothed him and said: 

"Hafsah will marry someone who is better than 'Uthman and 
'Uthman will marry someone who is better than Hafsah," 

And the Messenger of Allah (0) married Hafsah, and he is 
definiteiy better than 'Uthman. 
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The Prophet {jgg) then addressed *Uthman, "I am giving you 
Umm Kulthoom — Ruqayyah's sister — in marriage. If they had 
been teri girls, I would have married them to you," And Umm 
Kulthoom was also better than Hafsah. 

The marriage o f Umm Kulthoom to l Uthman was contraeted 
on the same bridal gift as that of her sister Ruqayyah and other 
women o f her status. 

She lived with 'Uthman for six years and saw how the glory of 
Islam reached the peak of power. She witnessed her father moving 
from one baltle to another victorious, and her husband as favoured 
Companion and a selfless warrior who fought with his life and 
w T ealtb. 

The triai 

In the month of Dhul-Qa'dah 3 6 A,H,, the Messenger of Allah 
(jg) set out on his camel, the Qaswa ? and led a group of about one 
thousand five hundred men travelling to Makkah to perform 'Umrah, 
They bore no amis except only swords in their scabbards. 

The Quraysh accosted them and violently prevented them 
from entering Makkah thougli the Muslims had reached Hudaybiyah 
— the plaee of a dried weil that is between Makkah and Madeenah 
but cioser to Makkah, 

The Messenger of Allah (jg) told his in-law, 'Uthman: "Go to 
the Quraysh and tell them that we have not come to fight anyone, We 
only came to visit the House, honouring its saeredness and bringing 
with us the saerifice. And we shall leave." 

The heart of Umm KuJthoom trembied in sympathy with her 
beloved husband. She did not want the Quraysh to hann or betray 
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him, She was also worried when he was delaycd beyond the expected 
time. 

When *Uthman did not return after a Ion g waiting, a nimour 
was spreading amortg the people tliat he had been killed. This 
frightened Umm Kulthoonij and she aied and moaned. 

The Messenger of Allah (jg) quickly called the Muslims to 
give the Pledge of Acceptance (Bay'ah ar-Ridwdn), He took the 
pledge on behalf of 'Uthman striking his left h and on the right and 
saying, *This is on behalf of "Uthman. For, he is out for an 
assignment in the way of Allah and His Messenger/' 

Before we proceed, we need to have a look at some aspects of 
the personalities of 'Uthman and Umm Kulthoom, 

The Messenger o f Allah (jg) wanted t o sen d an envoy t o the 
Quraysh in Makkah, who could negotiate with them on his behalf 
and inform them that he had not come to fight and that he had only 
come with the Muslims to honour the H ons e of Allah and slaughter 
the saerifice. Is there anything wrong then if they could give him 
access to fce House and atlow him to fiilfd his intention? 

The Prophet {0) called *Umar and asked him to be his envoy 
to the Quraysh. But 'Umar explained that he could not because ofthe 
misgiving that the Quraysh had against him. He added that he could 
not trust them that they would spare his life and that if he agreed to 
go; they would have regarded that as an opportunity to torment him, 

The Messenger of Allah (jg) was cotivinced of *Umar*s point 
and excused him. 

'Umar then suggested that 'Uthman be appointed for the task, 
for he w r as free of enmity, and he was amiable and soft-spoken, He 
was also loved by his people who were still polytheists. 
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It was in the light of this that the Prophet (jg) chose 'Uthman 
and assigned him this tast And 'Uthman willingly accepted it. 

'Uthman left the Muslims 5 camp a t Hudaybiyah, equipping 
himself with the Prophet 's advice, invocations and directives. 

When he arrived at Makkah, he was a warm and rousing welcome. 

They were deceived by their false assumption that, with their 
friendly and amiable treatment of 'Uthman, they would be able to 
shake his belief in Allah and His Messenger and make him renounce 
Islam. 

*Uthman calmly addressed them and told them what he had 
eome for without any incitement or provocation, On their side, they 
attempted to be harsh with him so that he could back down under 
pressure. But he remained calm and composed, and unyielding in his 
stand, 

In their attempt to erode the Muslims 5 unity, they told him 
enticingly, lt If you want to circumambulate the House, yon can do so. 
We shall not prevent you from doing so." 

'Uthman's response was however admirable* He said, "I cannot 
circumambulate the House without the Messenger of Allah (^g) !" 

They were met with failure 

v Uthman stayed in Makkah later than the expected time. The 
reason, according to historical narrations, was that he had many 
relatives who wanted to have a share of his audience one by one ? for 
they had seen him for a long time and they had been yeaming to see 
him, 

We knew that Unim Kulthoom was deeply worried when a 
rumour was making rounds among the people that 'Uthman had been 
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killed because of his long and unexpected absence, 

She deserved to wony 'Uthman was, to the Prophefs 
daughters, an ideal husband, He was compassionate with his wife and 
he was very modest He was so shy that the Messenger of Altah (0) 
described him as bashfiil and that the Angels feel shy in his presence. 

"Uthman was also very wealthy. And he was generous towards 
members of his family. He was not at all stingy. 

A husband whose qualities are these deserves the utmost 
attention and care of his wife. He deserves to be provided all means 
of comfort and peace, 

Umm Kulthoom who was the daughter of the noblest of 
mankind was giveo the best relinement by the Prophet (^) and 
Khadeejah. She was taught how to be a responsible lady ofthe house 
since her ehildhood, Aiid her experience with her mother during her 
illness and her death and how the responsibility of the Prophet's 
household fell on her aftenvards also increased her in refinement 

As we have earlier mentioned, she was a mate to her sister, 
Ruqayyah\ because ofthe closeness o f their ages, She knew through 
her sister how excellent a husband 'Uthman was. And after her 
marriage t o him, she had a first hand experience in that so her love for 
him increased, 

Umm Kulthoom experienced difftcult and bitter days, firstly, 
on accoimt of 'U thman's departure to Makkah as the Prophet 's cnvoy 
to the Quraysh; and secondly and most importantly, the rumour that 
was being spread of 'Uthman's murder, 

And how happy she was whcn he returned! He had told her — 
as a husband would tell his wife — of all that he faced while he was 
away, While the Messenger of Allah {^) greatly apprcciated 
^Uthman's pride in Islam, his pure Eeman and his unyielding stand 
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regarding the Quraysh's enticement, his wife, Umm Kulthoom also 
increased in her respect and love for her husband. 

Truce of Hudaybiyah 

The Prophet (^) signed the truce of Hudaybiyah with the 
Quraysh, 

'Umar and 'Uthman were among those who were displeased 
with the provisos of the truce. When the Messenger of Allah (gg) 
slaughtered the sacriiice and shaved his head, the majority o f the 
Companions also shaved their heads while som e, among wfaom was 
'Uthman* cut thcir hair, 

When Umm Kulthoom heard her father, the Messenger of 
Allah (jg|) said, "May Allah bless the shavers!" it was hard on her. 
And signs of sadness showed on her face. She was only pleased when 
he heard him saying, "And those who cut their hair/* 

For every term \s a Decree! 

When the Messenger of Allah (gg) had accomplished the 
compiest of Makkah in the year 8 A.H., Umm Kulthoom yearned to 
visit the grave of her compassionate mother, Khadeejah, She 
discussed the matter with her husband and father, and both agreed. 
Bu t she could not fiiltil that desire, for she died in the month of 
Sha'ban 9 AJL 

The Messenger of Allah ($g) buried her beside the remains of 
her beloved sister, Ruqayyah. Both of them were brought together, 
by Aflah's decree, in the hotise of *Uthman; and both of them were 
sheltered by one grave!! 
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The Messenger o f Allah ($&) stood beside the grave o f his two 
daughters, with his eyes fitled with tears and his heart burdened with 
successive sorrows, 

"Say Exalted is my Lord! Was I ever but a human messenger?!" 

May Allah be pleased with Umm Kulthoom the Prophet's 
daughter and the Confined Lady ofthe Valley ! May He let her reside 
m the abode of His righteous and pious ser\ T ants! 



Fatimah az-Zahra' 

May Allah be pleased with her! 



r, 



he Messenger of Allah (|g) said, "Fatimah is a part of meJ M 

She was the only remaining child of the Prophet (jg). The 
earth had swallowed up the other children during the lifetime of their 
father. Ali his fatherly love was then directed towards Fatimah. She 
became the delight of his eye and she aroused his memoiy 

Her being around her father was really a connected circle 
formed by Khadeejah — her mothen Zaynab, Ruqayyah, Umm 
Kulthoom, "Abdullah, Tahir and al-Qasim, Whenever she appeared 
to the Messenger o f Allah (jgg) with her beautiful and smiling facc, he 
felt as if all of t hem were s tanding before him. 

Her birth 

A great event that shook the entire city of Makkah and that 
almost caused a war among its different tribes occurred at the same 
time that Fatimah was born. That was when the Kakbah was being 
rebuilt 

The Quraysh had resolved to rebuild the House after it had 
been affected by torrential rainfall that threatened foundations o f its 
walls, 

They started to rebuild the House enthusiastically and every 
one participated in the honour of building i t with whatever they could 
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afford of money and effort 

Hardly had they arrived at the poin t of putting al-Hajar al- 
Aswad (the Black Stone) back to its place they started arguing as to 
who should have the honour of doing that The disagreement ahnost 
led to an open war and metnbers of the tribes unsheathed their swords 
m readiness for war 

The elders o f Makkah were concerned about this impending 
war, and they started thiaking of a way to avert this crisis that could 
cause severe destructions. 

After a long deliberation, Umayyah ibn al-Mugheerah, who 
was one of the wise elders suggested: 

"O' men of Quraysh, appoint an arbitrator from among you who wilt 
decide on you are disagreeing about, and let himbe the first person to 
enter the Sacred Mosque*" 

They are all pleased with this suggestion and they said ? "We agree!" 

So they were all looking at the gate awaiting the first person to 
enter the Sacred Mosque, 

While they were waiting, Muhammad (jjjg) who was known to 
them as 'the tiustworthy one* appeared in his spiendour and steady 
and balanced steps. He was then a thirty-five years old young man. 
When they saw him, they shouted in joy, "Here is the trustworthy 
one, Muhammad, son of 'Abdullah! We agree that he be our 
arbitrator!" 

Muhammad's wisdom 

The 'trustworthy one' listened to their argument They then 
asked him to be their arbitrator. 
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He remained silent for sometime pondering until he was 
inspired with a solution. He then spread out his garment, put the 
Black Stone in the middle of i t and then said: 

"Let the leaders o f every group hold the edge o f the garment and let 
them all lift it together," 

So they all lifted it until they brought the Stone to its place, 
The Messenger o f Allah (jjg) then took it with his noble hand and put 
it in its place, 

The news spread all over the city of Makkah and the people 
were happy about the problem was solved They were delighted with 
the trustworthy Muhammad's wisdom. 

The happiness of the Arabs about this great event was 
expressed in poetry and recorded in the histoiy. Among the poetic 
passages composedregarding this event were those of Abu Wahab al- 
Makhzoomi whose meaning goes as follows: 

"The tribes quarrelled with one another regarding a bcst plan; and 
this quarrel almost caused a misfortune after happiness. 

Because of this, muhial hatred replaced mutual love and the lire of 

war was kindlcd. 

When we noticed that the matter was getting worse and the people 
were unsheathmg their swords against one another; 

We agreed that arhitratioti should be given to the tirst person who 
entered with no prior arrangement; 

The firsi person to suddenly enter was Muhammad, the trustworthy ; 
and we said; We are pleased with Muhammad, the trustworthy," 

The entrre city of Makkah felt that Muhammad {Jj|) put an end 
to their disagreement and made the leaders of every clan participate 
in the honour of carrying the Black Stone. 1 1 was as if all the clan s had 
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carried it This is one of the proofs of Muhammad's wisdom and 
excellent conduct 

The trustworthy Muhammad (^) retumed to his house, happy 
to have solved this problem that had occupied their minds and had 
almost caused bloodshed among them. 

When he entered, he was met with the news of the birth of his 
fourth daughter, Fatimah. His face brightened u p and he quickly went 
to his gracious wife with happiness showing all over his face. He 
congratulated her on her safe delivery, and he showed how happy he 
was about the beautiful daughter, who was bom in a noble day in 
which blood was protected, swords were sheathed and peace and 
security prevailed — due to Muhammad's wisdom, 

The Prophet (|Jg) named her Fatimah, after his grandmother 
who bore the name. And he nicknamed her az-Zahrd\ 

The noble parents were happy with the birth o f Fatimah, who 
was their fourth daughter. The Messenger of Allah (0) saw in her, 
auspicious appearance and signs o f blessings and prosperity, 

The new bay giri was strikingly looked like her father, This 
made her extremely loved by her father and mother And Fatimah 
was always much loved by her parents until the final moments o f 
their life. 

Her growth 

Fatimah enjoyed the great love of her parents and sisters, 
especially her sister Zaynab, who always pampered her, petted her 
and played with her 

Fatimah grew up as an adolescent in a compassionate 
Prophetic home, under the Prophet's care and attention. She 
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therefore, started her life with great purity, enjoying abundant 
refinement, affection and appropriate instructions from her father, 

When Zaynab, who had long been caring for her married and 
moved to her matrimonial home and Ruqayyah did the same, she fcit 
an immense loneliness* 

It was reported that Fatimah wept when Ruqayyah married, 
and when her mother asked her the reason for her weeping said: "Do 
not allow anybody to take me away from you and my father. I can not 
bear leaving you!" 

Her mother then smiied lovingly and gently and then said, 
"You will ncver ieave us except if you wish to!" 

That was how Fatimah became more attached to her pare&ts 
and so much loved them. Her young age might have helped her to go 
out with her father whencver he visited difterent scctions o f the city 
of Makkah, 

Fatimah grew up amid the great love from her father and an 
abundant compassion from her mother, She saw the great Prophetic 
quality that her father enjoyed, for his Lord had refined him and did 
so excellently. 

She was also impaeted by her mother's pure qualities and 
praiseworthy attributes. 

She endeavoured to grow up upon noble charaeter, taking her 
tather as the highest iuodel iii all her aetions, Allah (jjg) says; 

Jf&k r f'-l "F' 

^Indeed in the Messenger of Allah [Muhammad] you have a good 
example to folio w for him who hopes for [the Meeting with] Allah 
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and the Last Day, and remembers Allah much.jj (Qur'an 33: 21) 

That was how Fatimah grew up upon perfect chastity, self- 
digmty, love of good deeds and excellent conduet^ drawing from 
teachings of her, the Prophet of the nation, the Messenger of mercy, 
the best teacher and educator and the one who guide mankind to the 
straight path, 

The above are the landrnarks o f her unique personal ity 
throughout her life. May Allah be pleased with hcr! 

Early responsibility 

Hardly had Fatimah reached the age of five that she started 
noticing that her great father loved being in seclusion and 
worshipping in the Cave of Kira' . It was then that the following great 
verses were revealed to him: 

gp r jft\ 4jj ty © $* bt 6^(1 ^ QJ & *& ^j ^\ lil^ 

^Read! In the Name of your Lord Who has created [all that exists]. 
He has created man from a clot [a piece of thick coagulated blood]. 
Read! And your Lord is the Most Generous, Who has taught [the 
writing] by the pen, He has taught man that which he knew not I* 

(Qur'an 96: 1) 

The Messenger of Allah (jg) announced that Allah sent him to 
the entire mankind as a witness, giver of good tiding, a warner, a 
caller unto His way by His pennission and an illuminating lamp, 

The Our'anic verses started coming down successively as 
revelation from Allah, the Exalted. Allah says: 
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(v-\ :^jlJI £j^-) 

$0~ you [Muhammad] enveloped [in garmen t s]! Arise and wam! 
And magnify your Lord [Allah]! And purify your garments! And 
keep away from ar-Rujz [the idols] ! And give not a thing in order to 
have more [or considcr not your deeds of Allah 's obedience as a 
favour to Him], And be patient for the sake of your Lord [i. e. perform 
your duty to Allah] !> (Qur'an 74: 1-7) 

Fatimah (l^) was witnessing this historic and everlasting 
development in the life of her father who had now assumcd a great 
responsibility of a leading and message-canying Ummah, and of a 
civilization that was the seal for all civilizations whose fundamental 
are universal and teachings are human. 

Therefore, Fatimah had to feel this new atmosphere in the 
house of her father; an atmosphere redolent with divine revelation 
and surrounded by the heavy burden of catting people to the way of 
Allah in the face of ferocious, unjust and hostile opposition from the 
Quraysh. 

Fatimah also suffered from the evil plans of the disbelievers 
against her great father, Often times, she wished that she could 
sacrifice her life for her father 's sake and prevent the Quraysh from 
harming him. But how could that be possiblc, while she was a very 
young giri?! 

Here was she, looking at her mother standing beside her father, 
the Messenger of Allah (i§;) after revelation had come to him in the 
Cave of Hira*. He had entered the house to his wife with a trembling 
heart. Khadeejah told her husband, allaying his fears: "Never! By 
Allah, Allah will never disgrace you. You keep good relations with 
your Kith and kin, serve your guests generously, help the poor and 
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the destitute and assist the deserving calamity-affiicted ones." 

Khadeejah (i^k>) then supported her husband with her life and 
wealth, sharing with her husband all the difficulties he faced in 
coursc of delivering the message of His Lord, 

TMs glorious and everlasting stand of Khadeejah could not go 
unnoticcd by Fatimah, though she was then a young giri. It rather 
stirred her thoughts and reactions. 

It was a great rcsponsibility — and tiris was what Allah willed 
and whatever He wills He does — that Fatimah the Prophefs young 
daughter had to utter the statement of Tawheed during the first years 
of her life and to grow up pure and purified from the filth of idois. 
She had to follow the religion of Islam, the pure and straight religion, 
which Allah chosen for His servants. 



(r ■ : ^ hj j> 4ffl .» £$ ^ ^ fi\ <& 



*{So set yon [O 1 Muhammad.] your face towards the religion [of pure 
Islamic Monotheism] Haneef [worship none but Allah Alone]. 
Allah 1 s Fitrah [ie. Allah's Islamic Monotheism] with which He has 
created mankind. No change let there be in Khalq -illah [i. e. the 
religion of Allah — Islamic Monotheism]: that is the straight 
religion, ..£ (Qur'an 30: 30) 

The Messenger of Allah (^g) started calling his people to Islam 
with resolution and power of faitk He did not bother himself with the 
persecution of the disbelievers and their denying of him because he 
found strength, support and assurance in the verses of the glorious 
Qur J an. He also found in his beloved wife a demonstration of great 
faith and enoimous support that helped him to fiilfill the message for 
which Allah sclccted him and assigned him to dclivcr to mankind 
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We have mentioned earlier that the Messenger of Allah (0) 
and his Companions were being daily persecuted by the Quraysh* 
Fatimah also experienced pains of the polytheists 1 denial of her father 
whom she greatly loved. 

The apex of the pains she experienced since the beginning o f 
the Da 'wah w as that vicious boycott in which the Muslims were 
boycotted, along with members of Banu Hashim clan, in the valley of 
Abu Talib, The boycott and its resultant hunger and pain had 
impacted negatively on her health, thereby rnaking physically weak 
throughout her life. 

A great calamity 

Tn spite of her tender age, Fatimah suffered a great calamity 
that filled her heart with sorrow and distress. Soon after she came out 
of the tormenting boycott, her mother suddenly fell ill and became 
bed-ridden. She was completely startled by that suffering that 
aftlicted the purest and the noblest of all mothers, 

It did not take long before Khadeejah died in that illness. 
Fatimah and her sisters were severely grieved by the deaih of their 
mother. And the Messenger of Allah (jg) also immensely grieved for 
the death of his precious and dutiful wife. 

The Makkan period of thirteen years was really hard upon the 
Muslims generally, and the Prophet's householdparticularly Fatimah 
witnessed many of the events of those years. 

She witnessed the migration of her sister, Zaynab and her 
husband, 'Uthman along with many Muslims to Abyssinia. 

She had witnessed the disbelievers putting harmful things on 
her father while she was crying and screaming, and her father told 
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her, "My daughter, do not cry, for certainly, Allah will protect your 
fatherP 

She witnessed tlie revelation of the verses of the Qur J an. And 
she was extremely happy whenever she listened to the clear verses of 
Allah's Book being delicately and touehingly recited by her father, 

After the death of her mother, she found, in front of her, great 
responsibilities towards her father while he was facing difficult and 
bitter situations in the course of calling to the way of Allah, She 
shared these great responsibilities with her sister, Umm Kulthoom, 
who tried to ease things for her. 

Fatimah was really forbearing, She doubled her efforts, bore 
the difficult events with patience and endured hoping to get her 
reward from Allah. She stood beside her father to compensate him for 
what he lost through the dead of her mothei; the most precious 
mother and the noblest wife. And the Messenger of Allah (0) gave 
his daughter, Fatimah abundant love, aflection, compassion and care, 

The little Fatimah, the bereaved and the re spons ible giri really 
needed this love and this care, Which heart is then bigger that 
Muhammad 's, and which compassion is greater that his?! 

The ernigrant 

The disbelievers' persecution of the Muslims became too 
much, and the physical persecution was extended to the person of the 
Prophet (sg) himself, especially after the death of his uncle Abu Tali b 
and his wife> Khadeejah. 

The Pledge of £ Aqabah took place, folio wed by migration of 
the Muslims to Madeenah, the abode of the Ansar, the protectors of 
Islam. Fatimah migrated in the company of her sisters, Ruqayyah and 
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Umm Kulthoom, and her step- mother, the mother of the faithful 
Sawdah bint Zam'ah («^). 

Ruqayyah did not migrate with her husband, 'Uthman. She 
rather remained with her sistcrs. 

As for Sawdah , the Messenger of Allah (||p (manied her and) 
eonsummated the marriage with her a while after the death of bis wife 
Khadeejah. 

The above were members o f his household theru 

He did not take them along with him diiring his migration, He 
made them rematn in Makkah, While he w as away firom them, they 
were seriously worried and they could only felt peace of mind when 
they heard o f his safe arrival at Madeenatu 

They and other Muslim wornen who did not migrate with their 
husbands and fathers — such as members o f Abu Bakr's household 
like his wife, Umm Rooman and his daughters, ^A'ishafa, whom the 
Messenger of Allah (§g£) had proposed maniage to before his 
migration, and Asma' — used to get some relief and solace. 

We should not forget the household of the Prophet's uncle, 
* Abbas ibn * Abdul- Mu ttalib, His wife, Umm al-Fadt was among the 
wornen who had embraced Islam and believed in Allah and His 
Messenger (jg), She had been like a compassionate mother to the 
Prophet's daughters. 

One night, Zayd ibn Harithah knocked their door, having been 
sent by the Messenger of Allah (jgg) to bring them to Madeenah, 

They were very happy and learnt firom him everything that was 
of their concern about the Prophet (^), They get themselves 
prepared and none of the poiytheists knew of Zayd*s arrival in 
Makkah, 
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Then Zayd took them out of Makkah under the cover of the 
night, putting his trust m Allah and heading for Madeenah. 

At that time, Fatimah was an eighteen-year old young lady, fiill 
of energy and buming with passion, Her main preoccupation was to 
see the face of her beloved father and hear his sweet words. She 
would remember ail this and would not raind the hardship of the 
journey or the long distance, She wanted the time to run tas t and she 
was in haste to anive at Madeenah even if she had to travel on the 
wing of a bird. 

While Zayd would halt with them at appropriate places so that 
they could have a rest, Fatimah only agreed to halt hesitantly in 
obedience to her sisters, Ruqayyah and Umm Kulthoom and the 
mother of the faithful, Sawdah, 

Arriva! of the convoy 

The convoy entered the city of Madeenah through one of its 
sections. Here was Fatimah, finding her camel so sio w and wishing to 
come down from her hawdaj (camel litter)> mn on her feet into the 
waiting arms of her father and give him loving kisses! 

Dear reader, if it is noticed that I have given firee rcin to my 
imaginations, that is due to my actual feeling of the love that Fatimah 
had for her father 

And they met! 

1 1 was the eyes that talked instead of the tongues; and the tears 
— tears of happiness — that expressed the feeling s rather than the 
words, Tears actually give better expression about sincere feeling, 

The Messenger of Allah (0) received them honourably, 
embraccd them with his big heart and thanked Zayd for the great task 
that he had performed. 
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With this blessed journey, Fatimah bade farewell t o Makkah, 
her beloved city that witnessed her childhood and youth age for she 
was then an eighteen-year-old young lady. Ever since, she did not set 
her eyes on Makkah until the ^ year of Hijrah on the day of the 
conquest of Makkah, 

'Ali and Fatimah 

■ 

After the Prophet's marriage to "A'ishah (i^) 5 prominent 
Companions of the Messenger (Ig) came forward asking for the hand 
o f his daughter, Fatimah in marriage. They had abstain from doing so 
while she was the only with her father serving him. 

Abu Bakr (4^) and then 'Umar (^) successively asked for 
Fatimah's hand in marriage, But the Messenger of Allah ($0 gently 
and graciously asked both of them to excuse him for not being able 
grant their request. TImar then suggested to 'Ali (^) to come 
forward and win the honour of being the Prophefs son-in-law, 

*AH asked himself: "Do you think that the Messenger o f Aliah 
(0) will accept 'Ali' s proposal after he had reiused the proposais of 
his two Companions, Abu Bakr and TFmar?!" 

But 'Uraar reminded him of early acceptance of Islam, his 
family relationshtp with Allah *s Messenger (£g) and his position in 
his estimation. He kept on eonvineing 'Ali until he was convinced. 

*AIi went to the Messenger of Allah (jg) and bashfiilly sat 
close to him. He was unable to tell the purpose of his coming, He sat 
down there for a long time without saying a word. H e was reluctant to 
make his request, fearing that it might be rejected. 

The Messenger of Allah (|g) gently looked at him with a 
smiling face and then asked him, "What is the matter, son of Abu 
Tillib?" 
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'Ali replied in a very low voice and with an extreme shyness, 
"I am asking for the hand of Fatimah, daughter of Allah 's Messenger 
in marriage," 

The Prophet (0) responded with a bright face saying, "Wetcome! " 

'AU took his leave, unable to betieve his ears, 

When some of those who knew the matter asked him of the 
result, he told them: "I talked to the Messenger of Allah (|g|) about 
the matter and he said, *We1come! J " 

On the following day, 'Ali went to the Messenger o f Allah (0) 
and repeated the same request for confirmation, 

The Messenger of Allah (j^) asked him, "Do you have any 
other thing?" And he answercd in the negative. The Messenger of 
Allah (gg) then asked him ? "Where is your Khatami armoured plate 
that I gave to you?" He replied that U was still with him. 

When he brought it, the Messenger o f Allah (jg:) asked him t o 
s e 11 i t so ihat he could get the bride prepared with its price. 

'Uthman bought the armour plate from him for four hundred 
and seveoty dirhams. 'Ali gave the money to the Messenger of Allah 



The Messenger of Allah (jg) gave part of the money to Bilal to 
buy some perfume and gave the rest to Umm Salamah to buy things 
that the bride might need, 

He looked at Anas, his houseboy and told him, 4 *Go and call 
Abu Bakr, *Umar, 'Uthman, Talhah, Zubayr and anumber of Ansar. 



£- M 



He then went in to infonn his daughter that 'AU had come 
forward to ask for her hand in marriage, Fatimah shyly kept silent, 
and that was the sign of aeeeptance. 
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The Messenger of Allah (0) came out and found the elder 
Companions present. He then addressed them: 

"Ali praise is due to Allah, Who is praised for His blessings, 
worshipped by His might and obeyed by His authority, He is the only 
Protcctor against His own punishment, and the only One Whose 
command i s implemented in the heaven and in the earth. He created 
the creature with His power and gave them glory through the 
adherence to His religion. He honoured them with His Messenger 
Muhammad <jg). 

Indeed, Allah (ggg) makes marriage relationship the means o f 
maintaining hunian progeny He makes an obligation and a 
comprehensive blessing. He connects, through marriage, the kinship 
and makes joining the ties of kinship obligatoiy upon mankind. Allah 
says: 

/fg§t / <. <t" '\Z f* * /-"< >f ^< /<* rstt <- "\* M ***\ 
4@ y& **& ^ i*^ ^ *^** l& sW l oi &>- JJdi J*jt 

*{And it is He Who has created man from water, and has appointed for 
him kindred by blood, and kindred by marriage. And your Lord is 
Ever All-Powerftil to do what He wills.fr (Qur *an 25: 54) 

And for every matter there i s a Decree. Allah blots out what He 
wills and confirms what He wills. And with Him i s the Mother of the 
Book. 

Indeed, Allah commanded rne to give Fatimah in marriage to 
"Ali, and I take you as witnesses that I have done so upon a bridal gift 
of four hundred dirhams, if 4 Ali agreed with that. This is the 
estabhshed Sunnah and an obligation. May Allah join them together 
in peace and make their children gateways of merey, treasures o f 
wisdom and source of security for the Ummah. 
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This is what I have to say and beseech to foigive me and you." 

The Messenger of Allah (j||) then ordered that a tray o f dates 
bo prcsentcd to the guests, and he told them to pass it around. 

Suddenly, 'Ali appeared to them, The Messenger o f Allah <j&) 
smiied and told him, " "Ali, Aiiah commanded me to give Fatimah to 
you in marriage. And I have done so upon four hundred dirhams," 

"Ali said, "I agree, Messenger of Allah," 

Then 'Ali prostrated in gratitude to Allah, When he raised his 
head the Messenger of Allah addressed him, "May Allah bless you 
and bless your efforts, May He bring out of you many pleasant 
offspring," 

The invocation was accepted, for it was an invocation of a 
Prophet, rather an invocation of the leaders of the Messengers. Allah 
had really brought out of them many pleasant offspring, 

That was the marriage of 'Ali and Fatimah was witnessed by a 
group of eminent Companions. Ever since, 'Ali lived happily in his 
marriage with the daughter of the greatest creature, Muhammad (j0, 

A night blessed by Allah and 
His Messenger, fjg) 

On the night o f Fatimah and 'Al i 's marriage, the Messenger of 
Allah (jgp asked Umm Satamah to take the bride to 'Air s house 
which he had equipped for their dwelling and to wait for him there, 

When the Messenger of Allah, fmished from the 'hhd f prayer, 
he went to fc Ali s s house. When he arrived there, he asked for water, 
made ablution and made the following supplication: 

"O' Allah, bless them and bless their offspring/' 



! 
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He then advised his daughter to honour her husband. He also 
advised 'Ali with the folio wing words: 



M i 



Ali, do not get angry, and when you get angry sit down. Remember 
Allah 's power over the servants and His tolerance of their sins. If you 
are advised to fear Allah, abandon your anger and go back to your 
deliberateness." 

AU the Muslims were happy with Fatimah's marriage to * Ali 
It was reported that Hamzah brought two rams which he slaughtered 
and distribute their meat to the inhabitants of Madeenah. 

'Ali M 

In order to eomplete topic of Fatimah's marriage to 'Ali, we 
would like to tell the readers something about ' Ali — though he was 
popularly known to alL 

He is 'Ali son of Abu Talib, the Prophefs unele. His mother 
was Fatimah bint Asad, the first Hashimite woman bom to a 
Hashimite man, 

'Ali is one of the ten Companions who were given the glad 
tidings of Paradise, the first young boy to aeeept Islam and a member 
of the six-men Shoura Council. 

The Messenger of Allah (jg) said about him, "He who I regard 
a fiiend is also a friend of 'Ali. O' Allah, treat as a friend whoever 
regards 'Ali a fiiend and treat as enemy whoever regards him an 
enemy/' 77 



77 The hadith is classified as saheeh, by Shaykh al-Albani; see: m-Silsilah as- 
Saheehah, hadith no. 1750, 
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He also told him, "None loves you but a believer and none 
hates you but a hypocrite." 78 

Abu Nu'aym introduced him as follows: "He is the leader of 
the people, ardent follower of the Prophet and the Creator's beloved. 
He is the door of knowledge and sciences, the Standard of the rightly- 
guided, light of the obedient, friend of the righteous and the leader of 
the just rulers. He was among the earliest ones to respond to the eall 
of Islam, the strongest of them in justice and eertainty, the greatest of 
them in intelligence and the fullest of them in knowledge. He is the 
adornment of the knowledgeable and the model of the pious. 

He taught the realities of Tawheed. He had an intelligent mind, the 
inquisitive tongue, the comprehending ear and the fulfilled covenant. 

He repelled the perfidious, subdued the unjust and defeated the 



>? 



'Ali was born ten years before the Messenger of Allah 
was eommissioned a Prophet. He grew up in his house, so his mental 
faculties responded to the reality of Prophethood and its greatness, 
and he learnt from the Prophet (^jgg) truthfulness in words, strong 
heart and eloquence. 

He took after the Messenger of Allah (|Jg) in his qualities. 

When the noble Prophet (m) was eommissioned, 'Ali was 
among the first persons to benefit from this divine light. He was very 
happy with this gracious eall, and he was the first Muslim to pray 
with the Messenger of Allah (j|§). 

Since the beginning of Prophetie mission, signs of wisdom 
started to manifest in the personality of 'Ali. He played a heroic role 



78 Reported by Tirmidni, an~Nasa*i and Ibn Majah, Shaykh al-Albani classified 
it as saheek, See: as-Silsilah as-SaheehaL hadith no. 4187, 
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on the day of the Prophet's migration to Madeenah. He w as also 
among the front line fighters io the way of Allah, holdrng the Standard 
in every battle. 

On the day of the Battle of Badr, he played an extremely 
laudable role. He did the same during the Battle o f Uhud. In the 
Battle o f Khandaq (the Trench), h e killed the hero of the polytheists, 
'Umar ibu Wudd al-' Amiri. 'Ali was the hero of the war in the Battle 
of Khaybar. 

He was rightly nick-named, 'Judge of the Ummah J and 'Hero 
of Islam'. 

Fa timah, on her part, was an exemplary wife. She had to be so 

because she had the honour of being the daughter of Muhammad ( jg) 
whom Allah praised in the glorious Qur'an in the following words: 

iAnd verily, you [O* Muhammad] are on an exalted Standard of 
character^ (Qur'an 68: 4) 

She also had the honour of being the daughter of the leader o f 
all the women, Khadeejah bint Khuwaylid, 

Fatimah was contented with the economic sitnation of 'Ali 
who was then poor. She lived with him in proteetion of the honour of 
her husband and with patience, seeking the reward of her Lord. She 
would perfomi the household chores and carry out her ob ligat ions as 
a responsible mothen She was always pleased w r ith the little food and 
drink. And not only that, she was also sattsfied with tasteless food. 

While she was still a young and energetic woman, she 
complained to her husband about the difficulties she faced in 
household chores. The complaint was not a show of displeasure or 
discontent It was only to express a feeling that humans ordinarily 
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have. So her husband told her to go to the Messenger of Allah {0} 
and present her case to him, that he niight give her a house help who 
could assist her 

The Qur'an and the Cure 

Fatimah went to her father and complained to him and showed 
him her palms that had cracked from hand milling. 

The Messenger of Allah (ji|) looked at her with pity and 
aftectionately placed his noble hands on her shoulder. He then taught 
her to read repeatedly Soorahs aU Ikhlas, al-Falaq and an-Nds, He 
told her that they are of the best help, 

Fatimah retumed home with this great provision from the 
Messenger of Aliah {0), as she returned with greater confidence in 
Allah that He would give her great reward for her patience, 

A poor, an orphan and a captive 

Some scholars oiTafseer tell us, about the cause of reveiation 
of the following verses: 

(VA : o^y\ s^> 40 $& *% '$? fe 

3 Aji d they give food, in spite of their love for i t [or for the love of 
Him], to the Miskeen [the poor], the orphan, and the captive [saying], 
'We feed you seeking Allah 's Countenance only, We wish for no 
reward, nor thanks from you.S* (Qur'an 76: 8-9) 

They said: " 'Ali and Fatimah were observing fast one day and 
that they had prepared, for breaking their fast, a kind of food that 



i 
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contained some butter. When the sun set and they sat down for 
breaking the fast, they heard a knock on their door, 'Ali stood up and 
asked, 4 Who is that?' A voice answered, 'A hungry poor mau/ 

' Ali went back inside brought the food together into a bag and 
gave to that poor man who thanked him and supplicated for Mm. So 
he and Fatimah broke their fast on only bread and water. 

On the following day, and at the same time, when 'Ali and his 
wife Fatimah were about to take the morsel of their food, there was a 
knock on the door, 'Ali stood up and asked, 4 Who is that? 5 A voice 
came from outside, *An orphan who is displaced and starving/ 

'Ali did as he did the yesterday. He carried the food in a bag to 
that orphan. And he and his wife broke their fast on bread and water, 
without feeling any inconvertience or displeasure. 

The incidence repeated itself on the third day and the knocking 
man answered that he was a captive. So c AIi gave him the food he 
and his wife wanted to break their fast with. And as they did in the 
two previous days 7 they broke their fast on only bread and water. 

Do you diirik that the person who knocked the door on those 
three day s was the same person, or different persons: a poor man } an 
orphan and a captive? 

Narrations of the scholars of Tafseer indicate that the knocker 
was Angel Gabriel who came to test the faith and patience of c Ali and 
Fatimah. 

For, after that, Jibreel came to the Messenger of Allah (^jg) and 
informed him of the incidence. He gave him good tiding that 'Ali and 
Fatimah would have a camage of silver in Paradise as a suitable 
reward." 
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Blessed offspring 

The Messenger of Allah (|g|) said: "Allah created tiie progeny 
of every Prophet from his own self, but created my progeny from 
«Ali." 79 

A year after 'Ali and Fatimah's marriage, the Prophet (J|g) had 
his first grandson from Fatimah. He was named ahHasan and the 
Messenger of Allah (m) was extremely happy. He himself did 
Tahneek for him with a date, slaughtered a saerifiee and named him. 

Then Husayn — father of the martyrs and the hero of the war 
of Karbala — was bom. 

After sometime, Fatimah also gave birth to another boy named 
Muhsin, but he died very young, Then Allah blessed this noble 
household with the flower of Banu Hashim, Zaynab. 

Zaynab was married to her exceptionally generous cousin, 
'Abdullah ibn Ja'far. She witnessed the Karbala massaere of 60 A.H. 
in all its horrible phases. She played a great role in preserving the 
progeny of al-Husayn and the Prophet's descendants. 

Fatimah was blessed with another flower named, Urnrn 
Kulthoom after her aunt Umm Kulthoom bint 'Ali was to be later 
married to 'Urnar while he was the commander of the believers. She 
gave birth to Zayd and RuqayyaJh. 

The Prophet's Household 



When the noble verse; 



79 



TWs hadith is reported by at-Tabarani; and SJaaykb al-AMni classified it as 
Mawdoo (fabricated), See: as-Sibilah ad~Da ( eefah^ hadith no. 801. 
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^... Allah wishes only to remove ar-Rijs [evil deeds and sins] from 
you, O* mernbers of the family [of the Prophet] and t o purify you 
with a thorcmgh purification,!* (Qur'an 33: 33) 

The Messenger of Allah (jjg) was with Umm Salamah — one 
of his wives — so he called ^Ali, Fatimah, Hasan and Husayn and 
covered them with a garment He then said: 

"O' Allah, these are mernbers of my household and my special ones. 
O' Allah, remove from them the impurity of sins and give them an 
ex tensi vc purification." He said that three times. He then said: 

"O* Allah, give Your blessings and favours to the family of 
Muhammad as You have done for the family of Ibraheem, Indeed, 
You are Praiseworthy and Honourable." 

Prophet's love for Fa timah 

Fatimah enjoyed the love of her fathen He would shower on 
her his affection and compassion, for she was the only favoured 
daughter of her father since her other sisters had died. Therefore, she 
deserved that great love, favour and joy. 

The Messenger of Allah (Hg) would express his live for his 
dear daughter in the most intense and the most suitable situations, In 
spite of this great love, the Messenger of Allah (gjj|) would explain 
that good deeds and piety were indispensable. 

One day, the Messenger of Allah (0) stood up and 
proclaimed: 
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"O* people of Quraysh! Buy (Le. save) yourselves (ftom the Hellfire) 
as I cannot save you from Allah's Punishment; O' Bani ' Abd Manaf! 
I cannot save you from Allah's Punishment» O' Safiyah birit 'Abdul- 
Muttalib! I cannot save you from Allah's Punishment; O' Fatimah 
bint Muhammad! Ask me anything from my wealth, but I cannot 
save you from Allah's Punishment" 80 

On another oceasion, the Messenger of Allah (ggp made it 
clear that his love for his beloved daughter could not prevent him 
from implementing Allah's ordained punishment among the people. 

It is reported in the books of Seerah that a Qurayshi woman 
committed theft S o members of her family came to Usamah ibn 
Zayd, the Prophet's favourite and the son of his favourite, requesting 
him to intercede with the Messenger of Allah (gjg) on behalf of the 
woman who committed theft. 

Usamah went to Allah's Messenger (|§|) begged him not to cut 
the hands of that woman. But the Prophet (gg§) said angrily, "Usamah! 
Are you interceding concerning one of Allah's ordained 
punishment?! 

ised 
Allah as it 



MiXVI-l.l( * # 

He then rose up and addressed the people. After he had prais 
as it is due he said: 



"O' people! The nations before you were destroyed because if a 
noble person committed theft, they used to leave him, but if a weak 
person among them committed theft, they used to inflict the legal 
punishment on him. By Allah, if Fatimah, the daughter of 
Muhammad committed theft, I will cut off her hand!" 81 

The Messenger of Allah (ggg) expressed his love for his dear 
daughter one day when he told her ? "Indeed, Allah is pleased with 

80 Reported by Bukhari. 
gl Bukhari and Muslim, 
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your pleasure and He is angered if you are angry." 82 

The Messenger of Allah (m) also said once: 'The best women 
of the mankind are four: Maryam, Asiyah, Khadeejah and Fatimak" 

Abu Tha'labah al-Khushani said: "Whenever the Messenger 
of Allah (|§§) came back from a journey or war he would first visit the 
mosque where he would pray two rak'ahs. He would then visit his 
daughter, Fatimah. And finally, he would visit his wives." 

Fatimah; A part of me 

We have said in the beginning of this chapter that the Prophet 
(M) said, "Fatimah is a part of me, Whatever hurts her hurts me!" 

This statement from the Messenger of Allah (M) was to 
underline the status she occupied in his big heart 

Here is the reason for this statement: One time, 'Ali wanted to 
marry another wife and Fatimah came to her father aying and 
complaining. She told him of what her husband, 'Ali wanted to do. 

The Messenger of Allah (g|g) set her mind at rest and soothed 
her. He then alluded to how concerned he felt about the matter in the 
presence of 'Ali with his statement: "Fatimah is a part of me. 
Whatever hurts her hurts me!" 

'Ali understood the Prophet's intention and kept that to 
himself. He then examined himself, reviewed his stand with Fatimah, 



82 This hadith is reported by al-Hakim who classified it as saheeh; but adh- 
Dhahabi in his commentary on al-Hakim's book criticized this classification 
and pointed out that there is a narrator ia the chain of transmission of the 
hadith, Husayn ibn Zayd. He said about him, Munkar al-Hadeeth (he narrates 
objectionable hadith). Therefore, the best we can say about this hadith is that it 
is da 'eef (weak). 
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the Prophet's daughter and cast a retrospective look at the burdens of 
life she had carried with him, her patienee upon difficulties, her love 
and selflessness, and her sincere faitbu 

He then decided to back down from taking another wife with 
Fatimah still with him. 'Ali was a gallant and an earnestly 
enthusiastic Muslim and a truthful behever, How could he then hurt 
the dearest person to him and the noblest creature in the sight of 
Allah?! 

It was reported that "Ali never married any other woman with 
Fatimah while she was alive. It was only after her death that he could 
allow himself to m any other women and have many children. 

Miswar ibn Makhramah nanated that he heard the Messenger 
of Allah (^) say on the pulpit, "Fatimah is a part of me> Whatever 
hurts her hurt s me!" 

This is the high status that Fatimah attained in the estimation 
of her father and her husband — and also in the estimation of all 
Muslims. 

Greatest example for earlier 
and latter generations 

Fatimah laid down for us an exceptional example in her 
marital life, in her exeellent relationship with her neighbours and 
relatives and in her rol e as a mother by giving her children the proper 
Islamic education. This is in addition to the never-ending household 
chores. 

At the same time she was keen at doing deeds that could make 
her attam Allah's pleasure by obeying Him and His Messenger (j0, 
She perfonned her prayers a t their prescribed times. She spent a great 
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part of her efforts and wealth in the way of Allah. She was ahvays 
trutkfiil in her words and emulated the exemplary qualities of her 
father, 

B y this, she became arightcous model for any Muslim woman 
who is knowledgeable, struggler in the way of Allah and educator — 
at all generations and in all places. 

*A'ishah ('{&) said, "I have never seen anyone who was like 
the Messenger of Aliah (0) in speech and walk than Fatimah." 

She also said, "I have never seen anyone more virtuous than 
Fatimah." 

•r 

Whenever Fatimah visited her father, he would hold her hand, 
sit her beside himself and welcome her in the most beautifiil manner. 

The three axes 

In the course of studying the life of Lady Fatimah, we can 
notice that her life revolved around three axes: 

L Islam and Eemdn 

2, Fatherhood, motherhood and brotherhood 

3, Family 

One : Fatimah opened her eyes to the life and started understanding 
tliings at the same time that her father was being eommissioned as a 
Prophet. She was five years old when the first revelation came to her 
father from Allah, the Exalted + 

She opened her eyes t o a new world in the life of Ouraysh, 
Makkah and the Arab s, Her soul embraced Islam and Eemdn while 
the verses of the Qur'an were being revealed unto the heart of the 
Messenger of Allah (.g§), She memorised, understood and absorbed. 
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She lived the great events such as rejection and denial of the 
message that her father was canying, and she witnessed the 
detention, persecution, banishment and expulsion o f the Muslims, 
She also saw her father 's steadfastness, his seeking of Aliah 's help 
and his contempt for the hardships and evil plans of the enemy. 

She was greatly impacted by all the above, making her an 
example of a believing and patient woman who seeks reward from 
Allah. 

She received Islam and Eemdn from the purest source, the 
Messenger of Allah (jgg), She abundantly drew from his spring until 
she was satiated. 

Two: Fa timah was the fourth daughter o f her mother, Khadeejah. She 
enjoyed a deep love of her parents without pampering or 
diserimination. 

It is reported that, of all her sisters, she physically resembled 
her father the most, as Zaynab was the one who bore the greatest 
resemblance to their mother, Khadeejah, 

Fatimah's love for her father was very great, Of all her sisters, 
she accompanied him the most. And she always kept her father's 
company until Allah called him to Himself, 

As regards her love for her mother, this manifested during days 
of tribulation when the Muslim s were boycotted at the valley of Abu 
Talib and were made to taste two bitter things. Khadeejah finally died 
of an illness a t the end of the boycott, 

Fatimah was an excellent helper for Umm Kulthoom in taking 
care of their ailing mothen It was since that period that she started 
f e eling a sense of responsibility while she was still a five-year-old 
young giri 
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Furthermore, Khadeejah's death left its impact particularly on 
the Prophef s household and generally on the entire Muslim 
community, 

Three: Fatimah felt the vacuum and she felt a deep injury in her heart 
with the death of her mother, But the Messenger of Allah {0) 
compensated her with what Allah permitted of love and affection, He 
indeed played the role of father and mother at them same time. 

Ali these great evetits had moulded her in a way that reflected 
on her future situation in the matrimonial home, making her a model 
wife who acknowledged her husband's fiill rights. She realised that 
her husband fully deserved to be loved, obeyed and served. 

She never annoyed her husband, 'Ali. She bore the difficulties 
of life with him, She took excellent care of her children, Hasan, 
Husayn, Zaynab and Umm Kulthoom. 

As for Hasan, he inherited from her deliberateness, wisdom, 
deep faith, truthfhlness of Islam, shunning of the adomments of this 
world and satisfaction with the great reward that i s with Allah. 

Ali these qualities manifested in him the day he deemed 
himself far above the frivolities of this world, the day he proteeted the 
blood of the Muslims from being shed because of positions of 
authority, however high they inight be. The prediction o f her 
grandfather, the Prophet {0) really materialised in him, For he had 
said about him: 

'Indeed, Allah will use this son of mine to make peace between two 
warring Muslim gjoups." 

H asan 's cession of the position of caliph to Mu'awiyah ibn 
Abi Sufiyan was a climax in mamfestation of Eemdn, Islam and 
galian try. 
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Then came the rol e of Husayn, the chief of the youth of 
Paradise. He was also an apex in demonstration of Islamic teachings 
and faith by refusing t o be humiliated by the covetousness o f Yazeed 
ibn Mu'awiyah. He had not set out from Hijaz to Kufah in Traq in 
pursuit of leadership as much as he had done so to correct the path 
that the Muslims had then taken that had made deviated from the path 
of the Hereafter t o that o f this world. 

He set out hoping to attain martyrdom in the way of Allah and 
seeking His pleasure will all his eftbrts, He had recorded in the pages 
o f human history, the most sincere example for those who want to 
accomplish the truth and defeat falsehood. 

As for Zaynab, she was the fortress of the Prophefs household 
after the martyrdom o f Husayn in a group of some of his children, 
nephews, relatives and followers. She was the one who stood bravely 
against Yazeed without any fear 

She could b e remembered for her marvellous stand a t the grave 
of her grandfather, (gjj£) after the carnage of Karbala saying, tl O' 
grandfather, I am announcing to you the death of Husayn!" 

I remember this statement of hers and I am feeling it with all 
my senses. I could help shedding copious tears! 

Zaynab was the one who won the admiration and respect o f 
seholars and jurists. They would visit her in her home in Egypt and 
draw from her abundant knowledge and benefit from her truthful 
faith. 

As for Umm Kulthoom, in addition to the noble oasis from 
which she originated, she also attain ed glory through her marriage to 
the commander of the believers, 'Umar ibn al-Khattab, the just leader 
and one of the best rulers throughout human history. 
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I could remember her on the day 'Umar asked her father for 
her hand in marriage. 'Umar was much inclined towards having 
marriage relationship with members of the Prophet's household, He 
was very proud of that. 

'Ali gave acceded to 'Umar's demand and gave Umm 
Rulthoom in marriage to him. She bore him children and she was an 
excellent and righteous wife. 83 

Hasan, Husayn, Zaynab and Umm Kultlioom are the children 
of Fatimah bint Muhammad (#|). some of them from others, is the 
third axis in the life of Fatimah. May Allah be pleased with all of 
them! 

The hardest and the most 
difficuft separation 

The Messenger o f Allah {0) performed the farewell Hajj and 
firmly established the pillars o f Islam* And Allah perfected the 
religion of Islam and completed the divine revelation with His 
following honourable saying: 







.1 



C- This day, I have perfected your religion for you, completed My 
Favor upon you, and have chosen for you Islam as your religion...^ 

(Qur f an 5: 3) 



83 



A lam an-Nisd ' by KaMlah. 
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The Messenger of Allah (j0) then fell ill Fatimah rush to 
assure herself o f his well-being. When she visited him, he smiled at 
her cheerfully. He then took her hand, kept it on her side, drew her 
near to himself and told her something in confidence that madc her 
cry. He again told her another secret that made her sniile. 



Wishab (^) said: "I have never seen a day in which joy as 
close to sottow as I have seen today, I wanted to know the reason so 
asked Fatimah to tell me what made her cry and smile, But she said: 
'l could not reveal the secret of the Messenger of Allah (^ 



But after the Prophet's death, 'A'ishah asked Fatimah to tell 
her tiiat secret and she said, 

'Now I can tell you. He told me, 'Angel Jibreel used to revise the 

Qur'an with me once every year, but this year, he reviewed it with me 
twice. And tlie interpretation I could give this is the end of my life in 
this world is near.' That was the reason for my crying/ 

He then told me, *You will be the first of the members o f my 
household to join me; and I am an excellent predecessor for you/ 
That was the reason for my smiling," 

The Prophet's pain rncreased and Fatimah's sorrow increased 
over the immincnt departure o f the greatest father and the most 
honourable Prophet 

The Messenger o f Allah (jg|) then departed for the Highcst 
Companionship; and all that Fatimah could repeat were these 
sorrowful and painfiil words: 

**My father! My father! He answered the call of his Lord; Paradise is 
his abode; how close he is to his Lord!" 

She was extremely grief-strieken, shedding bitter tears. 
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L Ali was also greally distressed, seeing his noble Prophet, his 
beloved ccmsiii and father-in-law dying, He wept bitterly and 
eulogized hirti with the following words: 

"O' Allali's Messenger! May my father and mother be your ransom! 
Your death has put end to what did not end with the death of other 
Prophets. With your death, there are no more divine revelations. You 
are s o special that you are enough a consolation for the loss any other 
person or thing; and you are so general that all people are equal 'm 
your estimation. Had it not been that you have enjoined patience and 
prohibited anguish, we would have cried our eyes out and the disease 
and grief would have been prolonged. But we could not resist it" 

May my father and mother be your ransom! 

Az'Zahrah' Fatimah — also cried profusely. And all the 
Muslims cried for the death of their Prophet and Messenger, 
Muhammad (0)> But they remembered the sayiog of Allah: 



E. 



^Muhammad is no more than a Messenger, and indeed [many] 
Messengers have passed avvay before liim. If he dies or is killed, will 
you then turn back on your heels [as disbelievers]? And he who turns 
back on his heels, not the least harm will he do to Allah; and Allah 
will give reward to those who are grateful.^ (Qur'an 3: 144) 

And His saying: 

40P ^-4^ (Hp ^ ui^ 1 -aM J&J* oi _fA U*>- Ujf 
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iAnd We granted not to any human being immortality before you [O' 
Muhammad] then if you die, would they live forever?}» 

(Qur'an 21: 34) 



Her death 

The Messenger of Allah (0) had given his daughter, Fatimah 
glad tiding that she would be the first among surviving members o f 
his household to join him. She found some solace in this glad tiding. 

Days passed by while Fatimah took care of her home, 
managed the affairs of her husband and continued fulfilling her 
obligations towaids her children, 

About six months after the Prophet's death, she was taken ill 
and joined her father. Her pure soui departed t o its Lord where it met 
the souls of her father, mother and sisters i n the 'Hliyeen, in the 
company of the souls of the Prophets, the sincere servants of Allah, 
the martyrs and the righteous. And excellent are those as 
companions, 

Her husband, 'Ali and her uncle 'Abbas performed funeral 
prayers on her She was buried a t Baqee 4 on Tuesday night, 3rd of 
Ramadan 1 1 A,H, She was aged of twcnty-nine, 

May Allah b e pleased with Fatimah, az-Zahra\ the Prophet's 
favourite daughter, wife of Ali, the leader of the pious; and mother of 
Hasan and Husayn — father of the martyrs, and Zaynab the heroine 
o f Karbala! May He please them all! 



*** 



In the course of the past few pages, we have together spent 
some time with a bunch of aromatic flower that origtnated frora the 
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hcmsehotd of the Prophet (0); Zaynab, Ruqayyah, Umm Kulthoorn 
and Fatimah, 

•r 

We abridged their long years of life, the great events of their 
lives and their effective being around the Messenger ( jg) that had 
inipact on the events of those years — in special and general sense, 

Whether we talked about them extensively or briefly, we can 
never be able to Mly folfil our obligations — and that of the Unimah 
— to them. This is because; a small aspect of the tife of anyone of 
them has wide and deep meacings that cannot b e clear t o us and the 
wisdom of which we could not exp!ore, 

This part strongiy connected to the iife of the Prophet (jjg) — 
not only in the family aspect — but also in the aspect o f the 
Prophethood and Messengership, 

I have a hope in Allah that I have succeeded. If it is so, the 
success is from Him alone. But if there is any fault that is from me. 
Aliah protects His righteous servants, and He knows the intentions. 
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e have roamed all over the horizons; and for quite 
sometimes, we lived with some clear signs and shinning stars that left 
illuminating lights on the pages o f history. These stars lightened the 
way for coming generations SO that they would not go astray. 

We are now many distances away from the m. We have broken 
the Hnks, cast as ide the light, wasted our U v es i n. the abyss o f 
darkness and plunged deep into all kinds of lusts, Nothing i s left but 
weak threads that are also on the brink o f disappearing into the 
oblivion. 

Do you think that the personal i ti es, about whose lives we have 
just read, are mere niyths, superstitions or illusions and not real? 

The ilhision of the age in which we iive has, in its entirety, 
blocked our hearts and minds, blotted out our visions and sights and 
made ns lose all elemen ts of distinction and ability to understand and 
see the tight path, the straight path of Allah that is made for those 
who want to rernember Allah or give thanks to Him. It is a way 
through which we are rneant to remember the reality not illusions! 
And t o have a strong and pleasant revival through which we can 
rightly ]ay claim to the quality of the best nation that Allah refers to in 
His saying: 

^ *ii " s' *'*<* - >*^\\ < ^>fc \<w "* 'f -'A "** "■ 2*y 
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3 You [tme believers in Islamic Monotheism, and real followers of 
Prophet Muhammad and his Sunnah] are the best of peoples ever 
raised up for mankind; you enjoin al-Maroof [i. e. Islamic 
Monotheism and a1l that Islam has ordained] and forbid aUMunkar 
[polytheism, disbelief and all that Islam has forbidden], and you 
believe in Allah„> (Qur'an 3: 110) 

We want Eemdn to bum fervently in us, its light to shine 
brilliantly in our souls and its blessings to spread all over aspects of 
our Jives. We want the obligation commanding aJl that is good and 
prohibiting all that is evil to take its root in our society, in all its 
senses far from falsehood, deceptions and frivolities. 

We want the Muslim famtly to transform mto a new institution 
under a judicious> tender and compassionate motherhood that 
believes in Allah and is pure and pious. 

We want a Muslim woman who is not deviating o r causing 
temptations! 

A woman who is not authoritative, crude or obstinate... 

A woman who is far from slandering, idle talk or foolishness,,. 

A woman who takes the women who are around the Messenger of 
Allah (jg) as her role models! 

O' Allah! You are the Givcr of guidance, the Helper and the 
Pnotector of the pious ! 

All praise is Yours in this world and in the Hereafter; and there 
is neither power nor strength except with You, You are the Most 
Mercifiil of all those who show mercy. 
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Glossary 



[Alameen 


a&* 


Ameen 


jj\ 


Al-Hajar al- 
Aswad 





Al-Isra ' 



Ar-Rijs 

Ar-Rujz 
As-Sabiroon 



As-Siddeeq 
Ooqiyah 

Bay 'ah 

Bay'ah ar- 
Ridwan 



#1^1 



: Mankind and jinn, universe 
; O* Allah accept our invocation 

: The black stone placed at the comer 
beside the door of Ka'bah, in Makkah 

: Lit the journey by night; name of the 
117th Soorah of the Qur'an, the night 
journey of the Prophet from Makkah to 
Jerusalem on 27th of Rajab before 
Hijrah 

( _ r j r ^i : Evil deeds and sirjs 

j^-^ji : The idols 

jj^t^jl ; Sing. Sdbir\ The patient ones, people 
ready to bear all difficulties with 
patience for Islam 

: The trulhful, a person answering the call 
of Islam spontaneously 

: PL awaq; A measure of silver, equal to 
forty dirhams or 123 gms* of silver 

: Pledge of allegiance 

jl^^l ***> : A pledge t o fight to the las t was taken by 
the Prophet under a tree at Hudaybiyah 

when a news reached that 'Uthman (who 
was there to negotiate) is martyred in 
Makkah, Later the news proved to be 






aJj\ 
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Birr 
Da 'wah 
Diyah 



Eemdn 

Fajr 

Firdaws 

Fitnah 

Ghazwah 



Hasan 



Hijdb 

Hawdaj 

Ihram 

+ 

Illiyeen 

Ishd ' 
Ma 'roof 



hj* 



falsc and he retumed to the Prophet 

^ : Righteousness, piety 

ijps : Preaching, preaching Islam 

hi : Blood money, i. e,, compensation for 
hornicide offered by the assassin to the 
survivors of the person killed in lieu of 
life for a life 

om : Faith, belief 

j*± i Dawn, Dawn prayer, name of the 89th 
Soorah of the Qur 5 an 

^JV : The highest station in Paradise 

: Tribulation, oppression 

: Pl, Ghazwat, Military expedition 
especially the one participated by the 
Prophet 

; Lit Good; In hadith terminology a 
prophetic hadith with approved chain o f 
transmitters but lesser than saheeh 

ul?^ ; Veil 

r*jA ; A litter carried by a camef , a seat for two 
or more, usualJy with a canopy 

LiiiJ : Forged statement h e 

>\j^\ : Dress code for 'Umrah and Hajj 

<jJu : A register wherein the good deeds of the 

pious and righteous people are recorded 

*U* : The Niglit prayer 

<*jjj** : Lit Well known, generally accepted; Ali 
that which Islam ordains 
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Mahr 



Mahram 



Masad 

Masdkeen 
Mawla 



Mu 'adh-dhin 
Mudd 



Mujahid 

Nawdfil 

Rak ah 

Rooh 

Sadaqat 



j$» : Bridal money paid by the groom to his 
bride a t the time o f Nikah — marriage 
contract 









-U 



JjbSjt 



Being in a degree of consanguinity 
precluding marriage, a mart whom a 
wornan may never marry because o f the 
degree of closeness of the blood- 
relationship, i. e,, father, brother, son, 
uncle, father-in-law, etc. Awoman is not 
required to veil in front of him 

Palm fiber, mentioned in 1 Itth Soorah 
of the Qur'an 

Sing, Miskeen\ Poor, needy 

Pl, Mawdlee; Lord, Master, Protector 
and also slave, freed slave, with whom a 
tie o f mawla is established usuatly by 
having been slaves and then set free 

Calkr to prayer 

Pl. Amddd or Middd; a measure of 
volume, approximately a double-handed 
scoop 

Pl. Mujdhideen; A fighter for the cause 
of Allah 



Ji!^ : Sing. Nafi; Optional acts o f worship like, 
prayer, fasting, etc. 

i*fj : A unit in prayer 

rjj : Pl Arwah; the soul, vital spirit 

j>liwL^> ; Sing. Sadaqah\ Alms in general and also 
zakah 
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Saheeh 



Sakeenah 


•h 


Salam 


f y-: 


Sawm 


f J** : 


Seerah 


s^**- : 


Shahddah 


oiLfi : 


Soorah 




Takbeer 


*&■■ 


Tashahhud 


jLza : 



Tawheed 

'Umral al- 
Qadd' 



>Udl 



Authetic, a hadith term used to denote 
the narration most authentic and 

acceptable 

Tranquility ? calroness, reassurance 

Peace 

Fasting, a pitlar o f Islam 

Biography, generally Prophet's and his 
Companions biography 

Twin testimony of faith, Le., there is no 
deity save and except Allah and 
Muhammad is His messenger 

Chapter o f the Qur'an 

To say, L A!!dhu Akbar' — l Allah is All- 
Great* 

: Lit To make Shahddah; Sitting iu the 

second and/' or the last rak 'ah — unit o f 
prayer — after sajdah — prostration — 
and reciting Tahaiyydi 

y : Oneness of Allah, Islamic monotheism 

: An 'Umrah which could, for any reason, 
not be performed and is compensated for 



Directory of Symbols 



M): Subhdnahu wa Ta'dla -■ 'The Exalted' 



Sg): Salla-Allahu 'Alayhi wa Sallam — 'Blessings and peace 

be upon hiirf 

5g§&); 'Atayhis-Saldm — 'May peace be upon him' 

4^): itorfttz ^//aAm f ,4w/m — 'May Allah be pleased with him ' 



i^): Radia AUdhu 'Anhd — 'May Allah be pleased with her 




\ 



*v 




